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"THE 
Epiſtle to the Reader. 


Rreavin, 

T might be thought juſtly due to this worthy Piece, iall 
|| beig —$—s that by the Care of nh other orocally 
not come into the World, without the attendance of ſome Preface 
or Epiſtle ro the Reader : Bur there being ſo appoſic # Lerner writ. 
ten on the ſight of it, by a Perſon that well knew the Author, all 
labour is ſpared the Publiſher, fave only the tranſcribing thereof, 
and commending it to thee, which follows in theſe words. 


My choice Friend, 

He view 1 bad of that General Epiſtle, written by that 

Worthy, Faithful, Dearly Beloved, and Honewred Friend 

" of ours, T cannet paſſe without ſome achnowledgment to bus 

Memory, whoſe Name lives liks a Box of precious Oynt- 

went in the Houſe of Ged, Who in and through the rich Mercier of 

the Lord, offered uy himſelf a living Sacrifice, holy and _—_— ” 

- ap fo oe the Lord, and that willingly and chearfully, 
liks « Lamb, whoſe great love and burning defer were after t 

Fleck, the rt Bags fy yn of the Lord. | 

Who, that they might be fed and taught, pared not himſelf in life 
and death, by water and bleed, ts miniſter wnto them , yea, how did 
the care of all the Churches fall on him? the whole Flock, the ſeat- 
rered and wandring Sheep on the Monntain; and Hills, ſolitary in the 
Fields, diſperſed in the Woods, driven inco the Wilderneſs 

How did bi brart in this Epiſtle long and look after them, and call 
them together, wnder the wing of thay ane Shepherd ? What « bleſſed 
Example of Patience, Faith and Conrage bath be left them ? 

And though many Brethren kuew not bim, yet be knew them, and 
owned them, If be was rejefied by many, till now by bus Death many 
of theſe Vails are rent, And they mourns over him whons they pierced 
before : Ngw they ſee be was 4 Son and Heir of the Kingdom, of 
whom this Nation was be a _ i ah 

How had God filed bs the Spirit of Wiſdom, T) 
and Knowledg in all the With; & CEGTY CODY 
the fpiricval view God bad given bim of the 
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THE 


Epiſtle to the Reader. 


Rreavin, 
T might be thought juſtly due to this Worthy Piece, all 

I being Poſthumous, that by the Care of Do other _ 
not come into the World, without the attendance of ſome Preface 
or Epiſtle to the Reader : Bur there being fo appoſic a Lerner wric. 
ten on the fight of it, by a Perſon that well knew the Author, all 
labour is ſpared the Publiſher, fave only the tranſcribing thereof, 
and commending It to thee, which follows in theſe words. 


My choice Friend, 

He view 1 bad of that General Epiftle, written by that 

Worthy, Faithful, Dearly Beloved, and Honured Friend 

* of oury, T cannot paſſe without ſome acknowledgment to bis 

Memory, whoſe Name lives liks « Box of precious Oynt- 

went in the Houſe of Grd, Whe in and through the rich Mercier of 

the Lord, offered wy himſelf a living Sacrifice, holy and a_— fn 

- op foto nod ending ener lh and chearfully, 

te 4 Lamb, whoſe great love burning defres were after t 

Fleck, the r* Rag af) ys of the Lord. 4 

Who, that they might be fed and taught, ſpared not himſelf in life 
and death, by water and blood, ts miniſter wnto them ; yea, how did 
the care of all the Churches fall on him? the whole Flock, the ſcat- 
rered and wandring Sheep on the Monntain; and Hills, ſolitary in the 
Fields, deſperſed in the Wood?!, driven into the Wilderneſt. 

How did bis beart in thi Epiſtle long and look after them, and cal 
thew together, nnder the wing of that one Shepherd ? What « bleſſed 
Example of Patience, Faith and Conrage bath be left them ? 

And though many Brethren kuew not bim, yet be knew them, and 
ewned them, If be was rejefied by many, till now by bu Death many 
of theſe Vailt are rent, And they mourn over him whons they pierced 
before : Nw they ſee be was @ Son and Heir of the Kingdom, of 
whom thu Ot fed beerh, m__ Sites, United 

How had G | the Spirit U _ 
and Knowledg in all the With; & gmge jet niany 


the fpiricnal view God bad given bim of the avenly and eternal 
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TO THE READER. 
things themſelver, baving taken him uy into the Holy Mount with 
H es he ſaw what be % —_ to ee th which wa 
from the beginning, the Word of Life which be bad fern and looked on, 
bu hand; Pendlet bu heart poſſeſſed of that Eternal Love, Trath 
rs Righteonſneſt with the Father, which was made manifeſt wnto 
'm, 

Ss be believed and brart bus Record in Trath, having received 
Power and Wiſdom to nnderſtand all Myſtericr, Beraleel loks, made 
able to know and ſearch ont the brights and depths, and all the ſeve- 
ral growths wn God's Houſe, to ſhew forth and ts diſcover the cunning 
Works of all forts, the enrions workings in Gold, and Silver, and mn 
Braſſe ; eA1 apptars in by Natural, Legal, and Evangelical Con- 


ſerence, 


Very chill alſs ave bis Carvings and Cuttings of Stoner, to ſt 
them in Gold, knowing the value of every of the Prociew Staner of 
Lion, their Qualities aud rave Ferines, cach moſt cotly; andits fot 
them every one in their Order, in their Ranks, K197 a4d P/ __ 
ted for each Tribe and People, (the right Stone for each / robe ) 
fo fox them in the Breaſtplate of Judgment, each im bu ſocket of Gold, 
with their true and right Engravings, lthe a Signet ; bow ts call and 
write wpon each its trees Name and Work according ts #1 Nature, 
(each IVork of the Spivit after it1 kind ) For the Grfts, the Operations, 
the Adminiſtrations of the Spirit are variow and manifold, ts ſet 
forth the manifold Wiſdom of God. 

Al in the Natural Creation there are bodies Celeſtial and Tere 
reſtial ; The Glory of the Celefiial is one, and the Terreftial another; 
Nay, in the Terreftial there are warietier, When all the Creatures 
were made, thry were all brought ts Adam; be gave them Names 
according as they were, to every Creature bu own Name; ts the 
Fiſher in the Sea, ts the Creeping things! and Beaſts in the Earth, 
and to the Fowl; in the open Firmament of Heaven, cach in ther pro- 
pry places and Elements. The Earth he forth ber APE 
Herbi, Plants, Fravcs and Trees, every one after bu kind ; all which 
are but the ſhadew! of the Kingdens above, the things of higher and 
better natures. 

As in the Paradiſe and Garden of the Lord, there were varie- 
ties of Fruits ani Trees both for delight and ſpade, with the K iver ts 
refreſh them ; yea, the wery River divided «t ſelf is four brads, to 
Water every &, unbewelling « ſelf ts them wn equal ſhares,ts ferd 
and maks ther Poa fod. Fn 


oo 


TO THE READER. 

Such « the Univerſal Love, the Spring and Fountain of Life, in 
whons all ror nave and bave their bring, to gather together all things 
i” on, whether if ble or inviſible, as mite their bead; That a all 
Mankind ave made of ine Blood fo all Souls of one Spirit, who 
breathed at firs the Breath of Life mis them, that be that was the 
firſt may be the loft, the brginning and the ending, He that was, 
and us, and & ts comp ' What dift ance and OP ſerver there 
may (een ts be bere, yet all the ſame, to day, yeſterdy, and for ever, 
the fame Grd, the ſame Father of all, the ſame Jiſms and Saviear, 
the ſame Spiris and Compartey ;, yer the Appearancer, Manifeſt ati- 


" #4, _—_y and Revelations, man;fold and various ; And all, ts 
f 


fhrw forth the Glory, yea, the Riches of the Glory of Hims, that bath 
called 1, and worketh all theſe 4 7 and for ws, 

Tea, were not the works of the Tabernacle (6? and yet cach beams 
tifnl in is plice, each work and workmanſy; ſome wort: of Weed 
ſome of Stone , ethers of Braſs, ſome of Silver and ever-laid wh 
Gold, the choicelt of beaten Gold; and the mere boly and inward the 
purer, the inmoſt the preſs of all ; rach room and place as it came 
neareſt to the living Oracle ( the Marcy Seat) the narrower, the 
finer, the bolier: and the more and the farther any thing or place 
was diſtant from thence, the larger and conrſer ; the mere entward, 
the leſs boty, 

Ss were the Offerings of the Lord, all pleaſant. that came willing 
ly ; the rhyns, the Badgers thing, the red dyed Rams thant ( for the 
Covering of the Tabernacle on the wt-fide ) good enengh , yet wery 
courſe : the Boards of Shittem word, the Curtain, the Pillars of 
Weed, of Brafſe, of Weed ever laid with Gold, cach according to 
its place and ſervice i® the Tabernacle, more o lefſe excellent, as 
more of befſe inward or ffivitnal - Ss was the Linuen, the Purple, 
the Blue, the Scarlet, and curions Worky ; the moſf curious and pure 
for the Vail next the Merey. Sear, 

So was it in the Compoſition of the Perfume and ancinting Ol, after 
the curious and choice Art of the Apothecary ( that ne Compoſition or 
Alixture muſt be made liks it ) of the cbuiceſt Spices, 

Ss for the Lamps of the Candle ticks ” wy light, and for the Ale 
tar of Ingenſe © and morning ( O®! great us the Myitery of 
Godlineſs im all theſe SL) ws Lights, but what was made of thus 
pore boty Ol, nnſft barn before the Lard ; of the Prieſts or Levites 
dd burn avy wher, they inſt be ont off. vey 
"4 


| TO THE READER. 

And ſo for the Incenſe of ſweet Spicer , the Lord, that Spirit, © 
very cnyrons, and can ſoon fby and ſmell out the Mixtures of Fleſh, or 
any falſe ( ompoſitions, ab bor them, 

So im the Priefſks Garments for Anton and bu Sons te munyfter in ; 
the nearer the Muniftration was 1 the Lord, the Purer and Holier, 
and the Garments the more euriows. The imbroydered fine Linnen 
Coat, holy and pure; the Robe of the Epbod, of blue ; the cnrions 
Ephod with the two pretious Onix Stoner, and the engraving therein, 
ſer on the ſhoulder plates : the cartors Girdle of the E , with the 
wreather of Gold, and the boly Breſt-plate of Judgement, with the 
melve pretzons Stones coupled to, the Epbed, and if the ſame curions 
workmanſhip ; with the curiens Girdle, the Miter, the Plate of Holi 
meſs, and the Crown for bis bead. For the ether Prieſts, not ſo cari-. 
on, nor ſach works, in regard their Inſtitutions was leſt gloriow. 

In all theſe things, bow excellent, 13 thilful, and what & cun- 

ſearching $ of diſcerning and ement, bad thi wiſc- 
ro. Koa Soul { Saks Ayheries ) abs The Riddler and oo 
Sayings, fir them in Spirit, faithful in al God's Honſe, and 
Tring not of the Counſel of the Lord back , nor biding bu Light 
4 ut ſetting it up in the Candleſtich, ſo,that 11 gave light 

to many of the Lord's Houſe, 

I was one of the number of theſe, that conſtantly attending on bu 
Diſcourſes, as oft « 1 was in Town, knew bim more in bu Family 
E xerciſes and Diſconrſer ſor many years than moſt ; from whom 1 re. 
corved more belp and light in the knowledge of God, than from all the 
men in the World beſides, and found bu Muniſtry moſt ny 
and trying : What others rock for Gold, be proved «t to be but Braſs, 
and ſome Dottrines that others preferred for Spranal, be tryed, and 
found them Carnal, 

He had ſuch « Breſt-plate of Judgement and Diſcerning, that be did 
conſtantly bear the remembrance of all the Tribes of Iinzel on bu 
heart before the _ and = ng _— _—_ bu _ 
row; yea, be bad thu frngeular 147 poſt ement , to diſ- 
cern the twe Natures, the two yes og a tne Covenants ts _ 
try » Many « Soul be bath yur wpon the ſearch, that thewght 
attained Fe, tu well, w found to be but in Egypt, or at leaſt 
but mp thence. 
|» Shal weſay he was 4 Scholler} Nay, but a Rabbi, « Dolter in the 

knowledge of Chriſt, in whom 4 greater Fuineſs of the riches of wu 


TO THE READER 


dow and Knowledge were m_—_ up than in moſt ; like that Di ciple 
that lay in Chriſt's boſom : He obramned ſo long « ſhave of bi yy yr 
growth, baying the true /oghe and muraſure of every man's ſtate and 

ewth, yet bumſelf ſate on a Rock, higher than all, and was ſuch « 

Leſſing in bis Wirneſs ( and Teſtimony to the Lord, in bu threefold 
ftate, of Life, Death, and Riſurrettion, ard ſo of eur conformity and 
lheneſs to Him therein ) that no Book extant, but the Striprures, did 
ever clear ſo much Truth as buy Retired Man's Medications ; ard this 
bleſſed Epittle now of bu, iv 44 4 Key that further opens that to the 
Sons of men, and they are to be underſtood better in ſpirit, and in ope= 
ration, than in weyds. 

How did be, ſeeing Truth lay ſcattered, maimed, and mangled in 
parts and parcels, gather it all up? yea, and all the Profeſſions and 
Profeſſors of it, and made ene whole Garment of Truth amongſt 
theys all, and that without __—_ rent ; reconciling and healing 
all the Wounds and Drviſiens that bave been among ſt People, from 
the crown of the Head to the ſoale of the Foot, mn d Spirit of Love, 
Rygbreonſneſs, and true Judgement ; aſſigning every Profeſſion and 
Pronciple, bi true and proper place and ſtate in the Body, whether 
Natural or Spiritual, 

VALE. 


To 


(1) 


To the ſeattered Seed and Sheep of CHRIST in all 
Nations, the true Iſrael by Faith , unknown for the moſt 
part to themſelves, but more tothe World and Worldly Chrt- 
flian: Yet, in this thetr unknown or diſperſed Eftate, owned 
of the Lord, as the Church that are in God the Father, truly 
pure, Catholick and Chriſtian, of which Chriſt Teſus is the 
alone and mumediate Head. 


Rethren and Fathers, cc, that in Jeſus Chriſt are 
a dearly beloved, and with God of great price, 
Wy Grace and Peace be multiplied unto yeu, through 

Soy the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chilt, 

To you that are waknown and yer well known, 
it is in my heart es be lenting the knowled 
| WY of Him ther is invifible, and the view of m4 
ſelves in your invifible flace, together with thoſe that are your known 
or unknown enemies ; 2s that which may prove neicher unſeaſonable 
nor uaproficable to you, in this day of 1ſrael's Caprivity,but approach. 
ing Redemption ( which haftens faſt ) at which tme the Sons of God 
ſhall be made manitef}, 

If Paxl, Att 17, when he paſſed by, and beheld the Arbenians 
Devotions, with an Alzar, having this Iaſcription { To the nnknows 
God ] took occafion from thence, to make.him known, whom they 
ignorantly Worſhipped ; Surely, ir ought not to be accounced blame. 
— 0 any, that ſeerh the Worſhip and Devotions now in practiſe, 
in the viſible Chriſtian Church, to endeavour the diflinguiſhiog the 
right Catholick Church in its Puricy, and way of Worſhip in Loiri 
and Truth, from them, and from their wayes of Worſhip ( ignoraot. 
ly, however zealouſly performed) that paſs under the name of Chriſt's 
Myfiical Body, 2nd his Divine Inflicurions, 

But you, Beloved, arc of God, Elefted, known as by name, ha. 
ving this Seal and Mark from the Lord upon you, which is your Sta- 
bility and fure Foundation ; the Lord knows, who are his. And, /et 
every one that nameth the name of Chriſt, depart from inzquity. 

No macer therefore, if theſe come to you and find you, «s to 


| / nd 
owrward eftate in Babylon ; re omg to what is forerold A 
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2 An Epiſtle General to the Myſtical Body of Chriſt. 
the Apoſtle Jobn, in the Revelation ) your abode is to be, at in a wil. 
derneſ; condition, for 1260 years, now near expired, 

And although from that fate of ſervitude hard bondage, uno 
which you haye been expoſed by the Rulers, no wreſtlings or comen. 
drrgs by bumane wiſdom and power, have availed to work, your deli. 
verance, becauſe the appointed time, (et by God, & not come ;, Yet, 
this ought to be your comfort, that fo ſoon as that time comes, there 
will thea need very little other help than the Greve iz ſelf to coft 
forth, as the Womb doth ber fruit, which it cannot longer drtais. For 
of this be aſſured, that Chriſt's dead body myitical, can no more be 
held in its fignrative grave, after the ſ+t trme « come, thaw bus nats.. 
ral , could, im bu literal grave, Als 2, 24, whete it is (aid, that 

frer Chriſt by wicked hands had been ſlain, God raiſed him up, ha. 
yin looſed the pains of death, becauſe it was met poſſible be ſhowld be 


of it ; Nor are you to be too mach grieved and diſcouraged in 
this your low, depreſs and dead eftate, under the rage and _ 
tion of the World and Powers of it, fince to you is the ptomiſe of 


Life and per you are lure for the preſent to be fed in the 
Wilderneſs, und to be ren and flouriſhing in your inward man, 
ſecret dew, infpired and dBued from H © 4s A” ou periſhing ac 
decays are brought upon your onIward, where you art braring the 
marks of the dying of the Lord Jeſms. Hearken therefore to the Call 
that is given you, of retiring inward into the life M4 your Head and 
Root, the life that is bid with Chriſt in Ged, And, as the means to 
be ſo with more freedom, labour to keep the deor of your ſenſual part, 
ſpur, and faft cloſed abowt yew as much as may be, that the noiſe and 
diver fions of thus finful and unquiet World may not diſturb nor incer- 
rupt yow, Por though, _— impatience and uabehef, you my be 
arguing and concluding agaioft your ſelves, as the whole houſe of /ſre. 
el did, Exek, 37, 11, that your bones are dried, your hope is Joſt, 
and you are cut off, for your parts ; yet ye ſhall krow that the Lord 
he is Ged, when be hath opened, and brought you np, ont of your graver, 
v.13, He will then own you viſbly, for bus people, by wonderfully pre. 
ring his Spirit within you, and cauſing you to hve ; And when ou ſre 
this, your beart ſhall rejoyce, and your bones ſhall flouriſh like an berb, 
and the hand of the Lord ſhall be known towards you, bus ſervants, and 
his indignation towards bis enemies. He hath the weapons of bu ver» 
eance 10 readineſs, full Vials of bis wrath, to be poured forth by bu 
_ Militia and Troop!, wpon the Beaſt and bus Worſhppers, 
when all humane mean fail. This you are therefore to know, =— 
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An Epiſtle Grmmral ts the Myftical Brdy of Chriſ®, z 
though the Saints who have adventured to oppoſe the Beaft, and the 
kingdom of Aatichrilt ( all along, concending in a good Cauſe) have 
ns 7 gr oy a the riner 
is coming, yea, is even 4t the very door, for God ts takes the 1 nts 
ras, and to pur forth the power of bu wrath —_ 
Inſtruments, foraſmuch as the earthly ener ( a4 118 have ſren) have 

d ineffeftnal, And this ought to be a teaching to us, to 
upon God, ——_—— his people, even, when all humane 2. 
bilicy to perform it, is ; and not haſtily to run our, ia the uſe 
of any iadire meaas, though tempred and allured chereuncs, 

Bur, to recurn to the things which we propound to ſer before you, 
ia chis Epilile ; are reducible uato theſe , followiog : 

1, Fult, The fight and knowledge of Chr - as he is the Inviible 
and Holy Oae, trom whom, as from the Head, all natural as well as 
ſpiricual good, doth flow, 

2, Secoadly, Chrift's Headſhip, exerciſed by him, ( ever fince his 
Aſcenſion ) as he is the Son of man, glorified ; and this in the two 
diftiaRt branches and adminiftrations of it. The one, that, wherein he 
is the Lord and reflorer of pure, incorrupe Nature, the Princi 
of the firſt Covenant, renewed, and confirmed In hs blood, ne 
other, that, in which he is the giver of the Holy Ghoſt, or, the Mi. 
nifter of the Spiric, and new Name, (as Oigtmeac poured forth) which, 
wheze it is received upon the Principles of the new Covenanc, never 
fails, but abides with ſuch, for ever. 

3- Thirdly, The crue Annoinzed Ones, or Witneſſes of Chriſt, 
according to both his before-mentioned Adminittrations and the An. 
nointing , Which is given, by the one and by the other, 

4. Fourthly, that ia Priaciples, are oppofite unto theſe rwo 
Anaoiatings and the effects of them, declaring their enmity, in and by 
the continued war they maintain againft them, in the potture of open 
enemies, of diſſembled friends, both making up, bur one and the ſame 
Kingdom of Antichritt, : 

5. Fifthly, Wha: Word and part of his Counfels contained in the 
Promiſes and Prophefies, ( not yer accompliſhed ) is the Lord now 
Mr OY y? 

t- To the firfi, 'Tis the Teflimony which came out of Chrift'y 
own mouth, concerning Himſelf and his Father, Lake 1, 22, That 
no man know: who the Sen is, but the Father ; nor who the Father is, 
but the San,and be to whom the Son will reveal Him : which plainly 
declares, that —_ ty vr. 
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4 An Epiſile General to the Myſtical Body of (briff. 
and hidden Myſteries, The one as well as the other, is myſtical and 
inviſible, and muſt be taught and revealed, before it can be rrwly and 
fally known and wnder ſtood what they are. Apgretable to this, is that, 
oh, 1. 18. No man hath ſeen God at any time, that is, — 
by the means of the only begotten Son, which u inthe boſom of t 

Father; he hath declared him, The Son, therefore, who is the 
only bege tren, is (aid to be the Image of the inviſible God ; The filt 
name and hmilicude whereby God 1s poſſible and capable to be known 
to others behde himſelf. For by and from Him, as the Head, the 
knowledge and fruit of the whole Deity is derived and communicated, 
if ſuch fic Images and lively Repreſentations, as He hath fore-decer- 
mined within himſelf, to be known by, uato his whole Creation, from 
the beginning to the end thereof, nce it is, chat we find Chriſt 
the Mediator, by the Prophet ſa, 43+ 10, ſpeaking of himſelt after 
this manner, Te are my Witneſſes, ſaith the Lord, and my Servant, 
whom I bave choſen, The Lord, the Mediator, hath and owns for 
his Witneſles, the Womans Seed, in the head, and in the members ; 
the promiſed Seed, in his Servant, the Branch, the chief and princi- 
one ; and in his Brethren, the ſame Seed ; and whoare made to 
his Fathers Name ( by Adoption) as well as himſelf, and tocon- 
tiue it for ever ; that one Seed, Gal, 3. which, faith the Apolile, « 
Chriſt, the myſtical body, that are Heirs according to promiſe, Te are 
my Witneſſer, ayes this only begouen, who is from everlaſting , char 
e may know and believe me, and under{tand that 7 am be, Or, lam 
the Son, that only doth or can reveal who the Father is, or who I am 
in mine owa Perſon ; for, before me was no God formed, or nothing 
formed or to be ſeen of God, neither ſhall there be after me ; becauſe 
I am his compleat Name and Manifeftation, [n me it hath pleaſed 
the Father all Fulneſs ſhould dwell, and this alſo bodily, in the diſpen- 

ſation of the fw/neſs of tre. By Chriſt then (as we learn from hence 
we are to underſtand that Perſon, in whom God firft formerh himſelf, 
and placeth his Name, by his immediate engraving and workmanſhip, 
upon the tables of ſome Creatwre-beginning, ſome other nature begot- 
ten by him, in difterence and diltin&tion from his own; and which, as it 
is his fir work, fo is it his moſt compleat and perfeft work ; that which 
comprehends all particulars and individuals in both creations, from 
ficlt co laſt ; ſo that, as nothing is before it, to precede, ſo, nothing is 
omitted, to make new, or to come after it, that is not eminently crea- 
ſured up and ſeated in his Perſon already, who is the firſt-born of every 
creature, he that was before all things, and by whom all things con- 
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{#f#, made the Alpha and Omega | he that wes, he that «, 26d he 
that & ts come, the Amighty, In this Rate of fpitimual being and 
hidden glory, Chrilt is =y and properly the /nwfible one, which 
Moſer had the fight of by Faith ; tore. ſeeing allo his incarnation, as 
he was to be the great Propher,raiſed up to the People of /ſrael, who 
when he cometh, ſhould teach them all things, and declare the mind 
of God fully, receiving himſelt he lively Oracles immediately from 
God's own mouth, 

From hence alſo it is, by reaſon that there is ſuch an Inviſible once, 
who is with God from everlaſting, as his mouth, and in the Office of 
Mediator, that in Afoſes his Law, the firſt and ſecond Commands are 
ſo politive and firift, rhar we ſhould beve no other Gods before the 
Lord, viz. the Mediator and Redeemer, that brought 1ſrael out of 
Egypt, and made himſelf known wnto them by his Name Jeboveh, 
which imports the execution of his Purpoſe and Promiſe, and ſo, the 

ing he gives to what his Word hath declared. This Name will be 
beſt incer by the opening of another place of Scripture, which 
ſpeaks of Chrilt in this his invihble and myfterious being, Prov.$ and 
g chap, wherein the building and workmanſhip that Wiſdom forms 
for her own houſe, ( the CN God records his Name ) 
is moſt lively and excellently deſcribed, as that which comprehends all 
the fulneſs and perfection of all comes and things, paſt, preſent, und to 
core ; He that was, be that %s, and be that «s ts come, the Almighty ; 
Who, as, in one and the ſame Perſon of the Mediator, he is the 
that builds all chings, (o he is alſo che Building or Houſe it ſelf, which 
1s his own immediate workmanſhip, and, as in one total ſum, con- 
tains all manner of perfeRtion in it. For it is not the Pr of the 
fict in the Trinity, to execute, but to purpoſe and contrive ſhall 
be executed, a oy whom; and then, the Execution, though it be 
by the ſame Divine Eflence, yer, it is by reaſon of « ſecond and third 
property, which is natural to it ; according to which, God, that is 
One, is alſo Three ; One in Nature and Spirit, Three in Properties 
and Operation ; a Spiric after ſach an incomprehenſible manner as is 
knowa fully to himſelf alone, having three diftio inſpiri ies, 
whence he gives being to his own Name, ot to him that he purpoſeth 
within himſelf, ſhall bear his Name, and give the by he and knowledge 
of his eflencial Glory and Likeneſs, uato the ing of others, 
as his own mouth, that is fer up, to uner and deliver the /rvely Oracle 
of his Eternal mind. | 

Thu Perſon, whom God from Eternity hath deſigned rt 

"op 
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ran, 33 ty # he, whom we mean, when we expreſs him under 
the Ticle of the AMediator ; the Wiſdom and Power, or Wnderſtand. 
ng and #/, that God hath the image of, within himſelf, from all 
Eternity, As it is 5 bim, «t « himſelf ; one that is with bins, us 
brought up by him, that is daily bu delight ; and whoſe delight allo 
is in the habitable parts of God's Earth, and With the ſons of men ; 
The Wildom and Power of God's Eſſence, in the form of the highelt 
Underftanding and beit Will, purpoling to manifelt ic ſelf, and build ic 
ſelf a houſe 1n ſome other nature, wherein to well, and therewith to 
converſe, whether upon terms of pure Juſtice,or free Grace ; nnd (o,rs 
make himſelf either eomnties Baſle, or an bome and im.dwel- 
ler, as his place of Reſt for ever, 

And by the ſerting up of thu building in the Perſon of the Media. 
tor, as the Root and Foundedcn of all intercourſe between God moſt 
high, and the work of his hands in both Gteations, ler us fee the fruic 
and great benefic which comes to men, as he himſelf deſcriberh ic, 
Prov, 9. 1, 3. For, by this means the Beaſts are killed, the Lamb « 

ſacrificed, the Wine « mingled, or, the pure fruit of the Drvine Na- 
" ure is {0 tempered and prepared, in its manifeſtation and daybreak 
upon the Creatures underſtanding, by the firſt mixture of theſe two 
natures in the Perſon of the Mediator, that it becomes fit drink, nnd 
ſuzable meat for all ſuch, as are to feed at this T able of the Lord. 

. .From hence it is evident, that God is to be looked upon by us, as 
under one Coalfideration, in his own, proper, fimple, abſolute and in- 
comprehenſible Efſence, whereia he is known, and perfeRly enjoyed 

none but himſelf, in the molt blefſed Trinity ; and under another 
tion, according to what he hath eternally purpoſed, and 

aRually made himſelf ro be, in the Perſon of the Mediator, wherein 
only he can be ſeen by the Creatures making it unlawful to own any 
other image, form, or likenels of him, Exod, 20.3, 7, of to bow down 
to 5t,or _— it ; forbidding unto Angels or Men, all che [maginats- 
on; of God, which chey are ape to feiga of him from the device of 

their own hearts, as the Objett of their Worſhip, upon this very + 
becauſe he hath one by him that he hath made the Angel of bus face 
and preſence, whom he hath employed to bring them out of K 
and who was ſeen by Moſer in the Buſh, and ſhewed Himſelf to the 
Church or whole egation of the in the I 
they rempred him, in ferting up and worſhi a wolten Calf, 
their own invention, ens. A ſtrange ee” This to do before his 
face, and to own ( beſides him, that was che face and mouth of God 


amongf 


a TAN, 4 IO ITY . 
+; Bp ed: Thc , Which he told them 
wot go wnpmuniſhed : This cauſed God to fay, Thou (halt bave 


»o echer Gods bees, or before me ; thac is, not only ner i 7 fight, 
but met in preference to him, that 1 have given to you, as my face and 
mouth, Provoke him not, for wy Name « in him ; inctimating with» 
all, chat herein they were the more inexculable, becauſe ih tad him him 
with them and amorgft them. In him the light of God” 
ſhining forth #3 in God's own face and very hmilitude, bets, his 
Mind dy his own mouth ; and he was to be incarnate, "that the fame 
Word might be near us, even in er aench and in eur beart, to bear 
it, and do it. This is the Prophet, like unto CAfoſer, which God 
_ he would raife up unto them, out of, and from che midft of their 
Let us then acknowledge this great Myfiery of the Father and che 
Son ,drfts what God is by Nature and Eſſence, frew what be 
geves , in the Perſon of the Alcdiator, the only 
that lieth in bis ome ; who yet us alſo his Meſſiah, — 
and makes his $ i of all y of his in. dwell 
ſence, for che performi all his pleaſure in both 
The Triniy is the Fe bet ad arab the bring and fot. 
_—_ which is fe m the Perſon of the Hediater, whom they not 
ade of their Names and Semilitwder, but make bros 
pr Ar of meet wſe, to convey the boty Ol, in the way of a twofold 
Miziftry, and Pipe ro both Creations ; He therefore became incar.. 
nate, thar he make uſe of no ocher ſpokiman, immediately to 
incerpret and declare the Mind of God unto his than che 
Son of man glorified, of which we have the lively Type, 37 4. 15, 
16,) inthe Office of Aaron to Moſer, ſhewing that Aaron was made 
the mouth to Moſer, nnd Moſes the month to God ; Aarens Office 
of ſpokfmen, figuring out that of (brift's Manbead, and Afoſer his, 
that of ( briff”s Mediatorſhig im fprevts before bus Incarnation ; 
which occafion God promifeth there, in the Type, that which he ful- 
TIS in Chriſt's Perſon. For, as Moſer had Com.. 
ab to Aaron, as God's fpok;man to bim ;. ſo hath the Spirit 
o the Modeater to Jehus the Sen man, And as it was Aaron"; Of. 
—_ 65 Peoyle ; (o is it the Office of Chrift's Man- 
the of Him that Moſer typed out, that 
, the Angel of God's Face and Preſence ; and to be to biw 
the [nteryperty and Declarer of God's Mind, and henifier of God's 


Commands ts all jn beth Worlds, Chriſt ( as he is the Son of man) 
1s 
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is to himſelf ( as he is the Word of God) infiead of a month or Pro- 
phet , And Chriſt, as he is the only Begotten, or Word of the Father, 
is inſtead (4 God, molt high unto bis own Manhead; anſwerable to 
the Promiſe, made verſ, x5, and thou ſhalt ſprak wnto him, and pur 
words into bis mouth, (meaning Moſes to Aaron) and 1 will be with 
thy mouth, and with bus month, and will teach you, ( that is, both of 
you) what ye ſhall do, 

Here we (ce (and may ſee it with Admiration, as the Queen of She- 
ba did in Solomon's Temple, which was the Type ) the Gloriows Aſ- 
cent into the Houſe of God, and the gradual acceſs which by one ſpe. 
rit, we have through Chriſt unto the Father, 1 would have you 
know, faith the Apolile Paul, x Cor. 11- 3. that the bead of every 
man # Chriſt, the head of the woman u« the man, and the head of 
Chriſt is God. Chrilt chat is the head of every man, is the head of 
his own manhead ; and therefore was Chrift God"; Angel, Meſſiab, 
or ſent-one, before he was Man ; and had for his Head, the one God 
and F ather of all things, 

How God is the of Chriſt, we have ſhewed, The bleſſed 
Trinity, is che Father to that only begotten One, who is the bidder 
Wiſdom, ordained before the World was, to our glory ; The «Angel, 
that is, the Meſſenger and Mediator of God's Covenant, of whom be 
commands us to beware{Exo,23.21.,) and to obey bis voice ; Provekg 
him not, ſayes he, for be will not pardon their Tranſgreſſions ; for my 
Name u in him. What can be more plain? The moſt high God hath his 
17 his Angel or ſent-one, inveſted with his Majeſty agd Power 
of d, whoſe Voice mult be obeyed as the Voice of God, ir 
being his Office, to be inſtead of God to his Church, What he binds 
is bound, what he remirs is remicred, for the Name of God is in him ; 
Heis in lkeneſs and truth, fo near.to God, that he is God's equal, the 
true Michael, that is ſecond with God in the Throne : and yer, he 
that is found in the Form of God, and accounts it no robbery to be 
equal with God ; doth not diſdain to have allo his Equals, the mas, 
that is, bus fel/ow, the man of bu right-haud, whom. he hath made 
firong for humſelf. 

With the molt knowing Jews, the acknowledgment of C hrift in 
this his heavenly and ſpiritual being before his incarnation, was moſt 
uſual and ayowed. The Angel that redeemed Faced, Gen, 48, they 
call the Divine Majefty, owned for God, and for Chrift, that was 
rempred in the Wilderneſs ; whoſe Voice, fay they, is to be obeyed, 
as the Voice of the living God ; and his Office is, ta be the Leader 

and 
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and Guide of the trwe 1ſrect ; the great Prince, that is the Preſence 
and Majelty of God, and the Lord and Ruler over all the Earth as 
well as Heaven, all that is therein being governed by his hand. Uno 
Hum che pure and fumple Eſſence of God is the Father ; and he is fer 
up from everlaſting, the Fatber and Rove, whence thas chief Branch 
ſprings, that is Jef the Lord and Chriſt in the Capacity of Sox to this 
Father, who muſt reign till all things be ſubdued under bim, tha: is, 
all inferiour Rule, Authorty and Power whatſoever, that officiate, or 
ought todo ſo,in bs right ; But when that is done and haiſhed, then 
ſhall this So» alſo bimſAlf be ſubjeft unto Him, that 's, his Father, 
that raiſed him from che dead, and pur all things ander him, that God 
way be all ;n all, | 

This occaſioned Chrift whilſt he was on Earth, to lay, Job. 12,28, 
Father, glorifie thy Name ;, ſpeaking therein to God the Mediatog ; 
to Him, whole Office is,t9 be ro him the Mouth of God ; from whom, 
he receives the lively Oracles to deliver to iis Church; as it is writien, 
I will declare , Name to my Brethren ; the midſt of the Church 


. Weill T ſing Praiſes unto thee, ANC zgaia, 4,will pur my wriſt in bim, 


even in bim who wrong bt im Chriſt when be »1f1d him from the dead, 
axd ſet bim at his own right-hard of the CAli;e fy on high, or in the 
heavenly. 

This made Chiit fay, when 1 am liſred up, 1 will draw all men 
wnto me ; that is, mediately, and in order afterwards, to re fign them 
up unto his Father, and give up all his iaccr:{t of Rule in them, wnro 
him ; uato whom, as he is his Equal, (tor, faith he, / «»d the Father 
are one) So allo he is bu Servant, and hath his Cffice of Muntsy 
under bim, For, the end of Chiilt's Miniftry is, rs wwvail the Glory of 
hu Father, and to ſhine with hins as ſecond in the Throne, which he 
prefers much before the drawing of a]! men to him(:1f, ro deperd and 
reſt on him only, and-not on the Father, in and through him, as all 
thoſe do that relt in the knowledge of Chr'(t according to the f1 th, 
and behold not that vail rene, upon his ſpirizual Croſs, ia order to ve 
to him, that died for them, avid roſe again, 

By what we have already ſhewed, we have, or may have, the 
fight of him who is the Holy and Iny.fible Oae, from whom, as from 
the Head, all Natural as well as Spiritual good doth flaw, 

2. The next thing —— is, to fer forth the two df inf(? 
Branches and Adminiſty ations of this Headſhip, exerciſed by Chrilt, 
«5 he is the Son of Man glorified, minifiring the Inſpiration, Angine 
ing and Image of God, which 1s ” according to the —__ 

an 
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and Law both of the firſt ard of the ſecond Covenant, The in 
2nd effc@ hereof upon all tions] beings, whether Angels or Men,in 
their mutable eftace or immurable, dorh proceed from Chrift, as he is 
the ſecond Adam, that quick ening Spirit, who is Lord from Heaven ; 
And herect he hath his livics and tndeniable Witnefs in the Hearts 
2nd Conlciences of his Subje&ts and Followers, from the beginning 
of the World to the end thereof. 

1, The Headſhip which Chriſt cxerciſech by the firf? of theſe Mi. 
niſtries, is that of Swyream Natural Lord and Severergn over all Crea- 
tres ; by the breath of whoſe mowth they were made, Pia), 33. Rev. 
4. 11. 20d redeemed by bis Blood, Rev.g.9, So that his right of Rule 
to them and over them, is indiſputable, and their obligation for 
and ſervice to him, indiipeniable and perperual, The Angels that fell, 
are charged ( Jade 6,) with defettion from, and rebellron againit this 
therr Prince and Sovereign Lord, leaving and defſerting him who was 
their appeinted Habiration, and Obje& of Worſhip and Duty by 
the very Law of their Creation, And, unto the fame Diſobecience 


and Revolt from Chrift, was the firſt Adam tempied, who was ſub. . 


zeRed ar firlt ro none but God, While God the Mediator ruled, and 
man obeyed, all went right : For God being mott perfectly wiſe and 
juſt, cculd not erre in commanding ; but man, thcugh innocent, yet 
being free and mut2ble, was capable to be rempred from his Obedi.. 
ence, as it fell our, Satan, that by his diſobedience tad overthrown 
himſelf, knew thereby the way how to overthtow min, He perceived 
God could not be corrupred not tempted to unwiſe or unrighttous 
Government ;* And, if neither King nor SubjeR could have been cor- 
rupted, the Kingdom mutt needs hve Riood, But, he quickly found, 
man way frail, though holy, and had not yet attained to his incor- 
rupnble eftare, chough upright, ahd was therefore capable co be 
wrought upon, and corrupted in his mind, from the fimplicity that is 
in Chriſt, Man would be as God, have no guide but his own ur. 
derfianding, bating thar juſt reftrainrg, which was needful as © bridle, 
to be px upon him, to keep him from falling, and which God pro- 
vided to offer tohim, as the means to remaio innocent, and paſs our of 
his mutable into an immurable holy are, without fin, But this would 
not go down, nor be born ; The reſignation of his Will, #nd ablolute 
reſolution of it into the Will of tis Sovereign, by believing, who re- 
quired it for his good, would nor be heatkeried upto, He could oor, 
or weuld not, er would not think he was ſuch s fool, as fiogd. in need 
of being ſo abſolute Jy at the wil!- and Yifpoſe of atiother; wheti _ 


noo: ——ye—— — 
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he was his owa man, free to continue wnder the guide of his own 
ſelf.rule, a thing very beautiful and good, as he thought, to be pur 
inco practice. This was the Choice God had given unto man, in this 
his righteous murable (tate, cicher to cruſt co his own guidance for the 
ordering of his eps, according to the Rule (er before h'm, and the 
conditional Terms of the Law of Nature, and firſt Agreement or Co- 
venant made with him at his Creation ; or elſe, to diftruſt his own 
Wiſdom, as inſufficient to be his guide, and his own power of Will, 
that was mutable and uncertain in irs belt (ta:e, and thereupon com- 
mit and reſign himſelf, through Faich, uato the guidance and power 
of his Nature! Head, Lord and Sovereign, to do, as by the hgh: of 
Faith, he ſhould find him do, and cleave cloſe to him, whatſoever he 
ſhould go before him ia, 

The ficlt of theſe, che fir/# man determined himſelf in, and in that 
AR, choſe for his whole ſeed as well as for himſelt, who,if God plea- 
ſed, might have been then concluded by it, without any new offer of 
Grace made unto them, or their ever being brought to {o faic z ten- 
der again. Bur ſo far was God the Mzdiator from applying himſelf 
ſpeedily to any ſevere courle of proceeding againſt the firi# Adam and 
his Poltericy, that finned with him in his loyns, as that he cakes this 
occaſion to renew his fir Offer, upon the experience Man now had 
of cruſting to his own wildom and ſtrength, God freely of his own 
accord, makes a Promiſe to man, of a Redeemer that ſhould come 
ia his own Nature, and be made fi:th, t recover him out of his (64. 
full corrupted fate, and bring him and his Poſterity once more, inco 
4 ſtate of Reconciliation with God, that what the Law could not da, 
in that it was weak through the fleſh, might be done by God"; =— 
his Son in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, who by the ſacrificing of himſelf, 
condemned fin in the fleſh, that the Righteouſneſs of the Lew might be 

in all ſuch, as walk, not after the fleſh, but aſter the Spirit, 

And here, behold thz Righteouſneſs of God, which is, and declares ir 
ſelf by the Faith of Jeſus Chrift, unto all, and upon all, chat believe, 
making no difference ; bu: «s all bave finned, and come ſhort of the 
Glory of God, in the Alt of our firit Parents diſobedience; So all 
be reſtored and brought into 4 capacity of bein juftified freely 

by his Grace, through the Kedemprion that is in Jeſus Chrift, and 
made the Righteonſeeſi of God in him, againit all that can be objected 


by che Malice of Satan, or fromthe Juttice of God's Law, that hath 

been broken, and muſt be ſatisfied, eicher by the perſon offending, 

a. Þ ER,” 7 WR. hu Obedience, in the im. 
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puration whereof we may be accounted righreoms, as by the AR of 
diſobedience in the firſt Adam we were made ſinners, This is done 
by the Redemption which is wrought for aff men, and forgiveneſs of 
fins through the Blood of Chrift, either cort;tionally or abſo/ntely, Col. 
1.20, 23, Hereupon, God expreſly and ſincerely declares, he defores 
not the death of a ſinner, having (cor his only begotten Son into the 
World, that all ſponld live through bim, and none periſh or die in their 
fins, for want of a poſſible ond ſufficient Remedy ; even him, whom 
God hath fore-ordained and fet torth, ro be 4 Propitiation through 
Faith in his Blood, for the remiſſion of fins that ave paſt, And this is 
ſo far from making yoid the Law or firlt Covenant berween God and 
mana, that it doth eſtab! iſh iz, and much clear up the Jultice of God, 
in exiting the Deb. of Oocdience and Allegiance due to him trom 
Man, according to the Law, when {ov much Clemency and Forbear« 
ance hath preceded, and an Act of Obl1won trieely at d of Grace hath 
been paſſed, the benefir whereof is conditionally ex ended unto all, 
Hence it is, thar the Office of giving and putting in execucion the Law 
of God, as it is a Miniltry that works wrath, is committed by the 
Father unto Chriſt, as he is the Son of Main ; Firlt, ro drſpence Judge 
ment with Mercy, great patience and long ſuffering ; and afcer- 
wards without Mercy, as that fiery Indigration, which is reſerved for 
wilful and bardned ſinners. 
This Chrift doth plainly intimate, Luke 12. 10, where he faith, 
Whoſoever ſhall ſpeak, a word againſt the Son of Man, it ſhall be for. 
iven him , but unto him that blafphemeth againit the Holy Ghoſt ,it 
hal not be forgiven. For what elſe can be the meacing of theſe words, 
bur that Chritt would have his Diſciples know, that Judgment was 
firſt committed co him, as he is the Son of Man, made the chief Of- 
ficer and Diſpenſer of God's Julfice, whether dsſfr;butrve or rev 
ing, the exaRt Rule whereot is given and contained in the Law of 
Nature, or Covenant of Works ? The Tranſgrefſions againlt this Law 
are capable of remiſſion and forgivenels through his Blood, the Inter. 
ceſhon whereof ſpeaks better things than that of Abel, und prevails 
for gifts even to the Rebelliows, lo that they receive not God's , 
nor cake his Name in vain: it they do, he will not hold them guile- 
ks, nor continue any longer to extend to them the benefic of his Sa. 
crifice, Secondly, Therefore Judgment was commirred to him wich- 
out Mercy, ia reference to fuch fins, by which the doers of them 
blaijpbemed and reſiſted the Miniſtry he was intrufted with, of giving 
the Holy Gholt, or inſpiring the hearcs of the Regenerare 'witty the 
, new 
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new Name, and that ſaving knowledge of God, Which is communica« 
ted according to the Law of Farth, and of the new and everlaſting 
Covenant, 

This is the Royal Office and Dignity, which Teſs, 2s the Son of 
Man, is exaled unto, by the perſonal union whico he bath with the 
Word, being made « meer Miniſter, in all reſpects, throwgh his Death 
and Keſurrettion, to diſpence God's ſoverergn Juſtice, and to execute 
Judgment and Equity, according to the Lam of Nature, renewed and 
confirmed in his own Blood, Herein he is King of Kings and Lord of 
Lord;, the great and Univerſal Monarch, thats appointed Baw-giver + 
and chief Judge in Heaven and Earth, to and over all Natural Beings, 


' whether Angels or men, and is the rewarder of every man according 


\ 


when we ly, that he is the Lord of Natnre, 


to his works, with the fame meaſure that any man metes unto an0- 
ther, he mcalures ou: unto him again ; and firiftly doth infiſt upon, 
and _ that which is gutt ana due to be paid unto God or man, 
by che Law and Pri -ctples of the firſt Covenant, He therefore hath 
the.Gits and Abilities, incident to that Communion with God, com- 


"mired to him ts dilperce, being the Head of God's diſtributive, 2s 


well as his reve» grrg Juſtice, and will make it appear, chat be defires 
not to reap where be bath not ſown, not to gather where he hath not 
firlt firewed, and diſperſed abroad in his bounty and liberalicy, none 
_ a more cheartul giver and lender of his Goods than He, looks 
ing for nothing again where there is ao ability to pay, not happening 
through our own detau!r. 
Thus is the M-nifiry which worketh Wrath, that is to fay,comradts 
a debt of Puniſhmenc, and of the Curſe, to every one that joyns iflue 
with God upon the terms of this Covenant, and continues not on all 
things written in it, to do chem. And although by this Miniftry, and 
that from Chrift himſelf as he is the Sow of man, there be a life and 
communication of God's Image given, which, in it (elf conhdered, is 
pure, holy, righteows, ſpiritual, and good ; yer, it is bur upon ſuch 
germs, that it may be again withdrawn and revoked by the Giver, 
if he pleaſe ; or may be corrupted or forfeired by the Receiver, and ſa 
end in death and wrath. The proof of this was feen at firſt, in the 
Fall of our firſt Parents, and is fince, in all the Children of Roman 
who, after all their great and high enlightnings and cle from 
their old fall x4 a bay. 6k 1s a. 13 mo i, become 
rrees twice dead, finally to be pluckt up by the roots and burned, 
It is. Chriſt ja the exercife of this Au fir _—— that we intend, 
enntain of all Ju- 
free, 
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ftree, upholding a powerful and laſting Wines of himſelf in the 
very Natural \ Ar4 2 608 where he begecs and ers up that know- 
ledge, which declares God Fuſt, and che Fuſtifier of bim that either 
& perfettly rightrous in bis own perſon, with the righteanfneſt that his 
Law requires ; or, that ( 1n defaulc thereof ) is regbreoms in another, 
that God hath given to be made 4 Sacrifice for them, that they there- 
by might be mate the Righteouſneſs of God in bim ; \uch, as he is wil- 
ling co accep:-on their behalf, and co reward, not of Debr, but of 
Grace, 
is 1a one of cheſe ewo wayes ic is for all men to ſeek to be juſtified, 
anſwer the ead/ of the Law, and to receive the reward of it : Bar as 
to thole, that neither in the one nor the ocher of theſe wayes, delice to 
approve themſelves, and be tound righteous, chey are jultly conviaced 
of all, and ſhall be judged of all, as meer obj:&s for God's reyeng. 
—_ to be (hewed upon them as the Judgement that is final, 
afrer which, no place is left for Mercy. Sothen, in and by this Mini- 
ſicy, that begins in Juſtice diſtriburrve, which is founded in God's 
bounty and liberality, by which he giveth to all their beong, life and 
motion, and fillech the defire of every living thing ; and which end- 
ech in evenging and pumſhing Juſtice, upon mercy and bounty abuſed, 
(as the known natural Principles of all Law, and righteous Magiltra. 
tical Governmenc) God manifeſts himſelt rhe Fountain thereof, in che 
Perſon of Chriſt the Mediator. Aad in this kind of knowledge of 
God, aad obedience to his Law, all mankind are and muſt be con- 
verlant whether they will or no ; andare to ſhew themſelves, either 
his obedicat SubjeRs, whom he countenancerch, protefterh, and 
rewardeth, in their well-doing ; or his rebellious and diſloyal Sub- 
jects, over whom he will = himſelf in his avenging Juftice and 
diſpenſation of Judgment at laft, without Mercy. 

A remarkable example of chis we may fee in the Caſe of Facob and 
Laban, Gen. 31 44. Laban x Righ:cous man ( at lealt pretending to 
ic, in his | ro the God of Juſtice ) converfing with God, in and 
uader inns of Nature, and what of God is to be known under 
char Miniltry, fairh to Jacob, Come now, after all our difference and 
unkindneſs, chou ſhalc ſee I will deal righreouſly with thee, and pur 
thee to the proof who ſhall be found more righteous, thou in thy 
way of ſerving God, or I in mine, Let us firike a Covenant, I and 
thou, and let it be for a Witneſs berween me and thee ; Let Him 
whom I know and ſerve by the Light and Law of Nature, and whom 
thou (crveſt by s higher Law and Light, that of Faith, (which doth 

not 


— 
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not deſtroy, bur eſtabliſh the Righteouſneſs of the Law) ler him, whote 

: eye obly ſeeth, and before whe rm we cannor be hid, (cicher from his 
knowledge or his vengeance ) watch and mark our carriages, in pur= 
ſuance of our Covenant and Apreement ; and accordingly be = Wit- 
neſs, for,or #gain(i us, upon the breach thereof, Unto this Jacob chear- 
fully agreed upon hs Principles, and Laban upon his. 1a which, itis 
evident, that the ſame God and Chrift may be converſed and walked 
wich, upon diftering Principles ; and chat righteous Agreements may 
be upheid and maintzined by thoſe that own and call Chrift to wit» 
nels, as he is the Sovereign Miniſter of God's Juftice, whether their 
knowledge of him be according to the firſt of ſecond Covenant, itt 
both which Chrift comes forth, as to his Communications atid enli- 
vening Preſence in the hearts of the ſons of men ; which is the poing 
that we are row upon, and have cleared in the firſt branch of it. 

The Second ( being that which confifis in 4 knowledge and mani. 
feſtation of God, that is beyond and above Nature, that which man int 
his natural make, at belt, reacheth nor, of hath 8 mind or will ro re« 
ceive) is more difficul: to be expreſſed, and when expreſſed, to be an- 
derfiood, For after this manner God is not ſeen or communicared an- 
to any, bur in a ſecretand hidden way, which he makes not common, 
þur reſerves for peculiar kindneſs to thoſe that find grace in his fight, 
upon their coming, as Efbey did, into the inner Coutr, ro have this 

Iden Sceprer held our ro chem, by promiſe, or elſe they die. God's 

ift Voice and Manifeftacion of himſelf unto the Creature, ſpeaks and 
declares him ( as we have ſhewed) to be juſt, in a way of Law and 
righteous Government, which he exerciſerh over his Creacures. He 
is cheir Sovetiegn, they are his SubjrAs, in order to receive the re. 
ward of Love, or of Wrath + That which this Second Voice mint- 
fiers and ſpeaks, is that Love, and the knowledge of God in it, which 
he ſpreads abroad in the hearts of his good and loysl SubjeRts, after 
the proof made of the cs fiedfafineſs of their Love to him ; 
Nor that they love him firſt, but of bus on Will they are begorren, by 
the Word of Truth, ito thii Love of Bi, which comprehend: them, 
Jong brfere they apprebend it, ard God in it. But be that ſhall come, 
will come, ard wilt not tarry ; if by Faith we Ste nught to wait for 
him, Whom, having wot ſeen, yer, we love, ot, have ſecret cleaviog 
to, arid carnef? | after : /» whow, even whilft we ſee not, but 
fad or ever oper the dark, and-at 2 loſs, 4 ts what way be 
feen und known of hint by nanwral _ ard Reaſon , yet, befieving, 
and having ther thy given us the evidence of rhings; unſeen by rhe na. 
inral 
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tural eye, they become ſo real, and are made ſo certain te ws, ns we 
reſojce with joy wnſpeakable and full of Glory, We could do no 

more, were we at the end of our Faith, and did ſee, as we are ſeen, 

as we ſhall at che compleat Salvation of our Souls, 

From him then, thac is thus the Love and Joy of the believing Soul, 
that is to ay, Chriſt, the Muniſter of the Spin, and giver of the holy 
Ghoſt, and that new Name which none know bur | that have ic, 
is chis Second kind of Knowledge of God, and Communication of 
Life from him, that we deſire to open and lay before you. 

You have already heard that Chrilt is the only begotten of God, as 
he is che Building and Sanctuary, which he that is the builder of all 
things, ſers up in himſelf, for his owa uſe, as his Temple and ſpeaking- 

lace, where to give and whence to deliver his lively Oracles and 
Faſpicacioas, of both ſorts, with which he. fills all chings, In this 
Heavenly Habimtion, God, records his Name, and hath the place of 
his Throne and of his Footftool, wich which he will dwell and ta- 
bernacle among his People far ever. 

. Again, By chis workmanſhip and heavenly building , Chrift the 
Medzator hath 2 Creature. bring given unto him i ſpirit, before the 
World was, and is he who was betore all things, and by whom all 
things conſiſt , is the Angel of God's Face and Preſence, that is by 
God and with bim ; Fult, Ar bu chief Meſſenger and Servant, bus 
Meſſiah; and then,s hisSponſe and Equal,that lier in bus boſom rows 
all bs ſecrets, and is retained jn the moſt intimate bond of ſpuritual 
marriage-union, that is poſſible for Creature-nature to be taken into 
with God, even by perſonal union, as the body is with the ſoul, And 
thus Chriſt is found, even as a Creature in the form of God, and is 
called Michael, God's Fellow and Equal, after fuch a manner,as the 
body is to the ſoul, both making bur one perſon. 

Now ( briſt, as be lies in the Father's boſom, and is the Spouſe to 
_ the bleſſed Trinity, is a higher manitcltation of God, than he hath 
ſent out from God, as the Aeſſiab, that bears God's Name only by 
figure and repreſentation, 45 his fiogle Image, which yer -=_ truly 
What God is, and as fully as the Creatures firſt veſſel of Receipe and 
Meaſure, knows bow to bear and receive ; but doth not ſpeak out 
all God's fulneſs, nor ſhew the Origioal ir ſelf, whereof ir is —_ 
and charafter, which in its Gngle fandin and appearing out of God, 
35 a thing diftint from God, and nor at the fame time kaown to have 
any abode in him, afrer that intmare manner of union 3nd congjunRtion, 
before-mencioncd ,- the finize and Chort-frghted uaderfianding of the 

cacure 
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Creature is ready to that manifeſtation and fighe of God's 
Glory to be all that is to be known and inhericed of ; And to 
deſire, as the Iſrachiter did, (Exod. 20, ) in the Perſon of Moſer, T 
the Type, that God would not 44d to ſprak, more, or ſhew forth his 
naked and wovail'd glory to them ; bur chey would content them. 
ſelves to hear God ſpeak under the Vail, which Moſer had put upon 
his face, and not look our after an y higher arainmen. When God 
had ſpoken once, and ſhewed the Creature as much of himkelf as i 


could ar in by iss ficſt make _—_ of being upon nacural 
Principles, he whack to to ſpeak again, and form 
4 be rar nnd ſerving eye, 


hu ſecond woice, 1 ding 
this kind of hearing and ſight to che earure-being , ( who 
ficlt Priaci of Kogled and Will, I and weak to bear 
this Yaice ) called in Scriprure, the and bearing of Faith, that 
muſt be mixed with our natural Princifer, as their flability —— 
fumm erion, nnd have the place of g ts them, and Lord over them, 

be made good, that rhe elder 


that the Scri i this ſenſe ady be 
be eo. The Root of this Second fighe of God, is 


ſhall ſerve 1 
wrought out in Chrift, as he is the el begorten char i in God's be- 


ſow, and from thence is made the Miniſter and Giver of what him. 
ſelf firſt receives and enjoys. So that now, fu the Spirit of the 
Mediator, (that is the only begotten and firſt " of every creature ) 
to be the Ryor of all natural Principles and Perfetion, as he is the 
Mcſſiab, nnd the bearer 3nd obeyer of God's firſt Voice ( of which we 
have already ſpoken) we are now to know, that God proceeds to 


make the ſame otren, to have being 2nd abode in him, as his 
r ns Ar ror) objeR of his Love, ia the relacion of 


and Confort. He is formed and prepared hereunco, by be. 
him that is made able to bear, receive and obey Ged's Second 


is $ 


Vaice, his higheft, moſt excellenc, and fulleft manner of manfeſt ation 
of himſelf to ——mnypay es A wah power \n the diſpenſation, 
of rime, ts breame made of 4 Woman, wmndey the 


of the 
Lew, und afterwards raiſed Fm ap > and made to ſit down 
on the right hand of the Majeſty on bigh working our the ſame work 
in Jeſs his Servant, the chief and Branch, which is firft 
hors vn as in the root and of all nacutal and fu- 

Itis then ® kind of working over the Creature 
cs firfi frame and confticurion of being, into n frame and 
nfecion much more excellent and capaciow, a Va incorruprible, 


never aceding, nor being A” AMS: 3d. _ 
Which 
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which the ficlt building upon nacural principles, doth, and did need; 
This working over, or re-buildzng the Creature again, called in 
Scripture Regeneration, is cot funply refteration ar iow, Con 
veying immujablerels co the ficlt Principles, and no more ; butit is 
quite a new Creation, that takes down of the fult building, as much 
as the Builder pleaſeih, and leaves no more of it flanding, than what 
is confilient with, and grows up into perfet harmony, uſe, and ſer- 
viceableneſs to and with the new addition and ealargement that is 
made, not defiroying the fult Image of God in man. This rebwild- 
1ng work, then produceth not 3 thilation of the narwral being, 
but brings upon the life operation that flows from na- 
ral principles, (uch a as amounts to & kind of death, at leafl 
to a bitterneſs more than wb it ſelf, rendring it impcſſible for the 
Creature to live or move anyglanger vato fin and evil ; and Joy 
it, and railing ic out of this re, into the greateſt freedom to, 
fedfaſt perſeverance in all Kinds of that 4s imaginable, as that 
which becomes moſt natural and gelighttul, the coaary thereunto 
molt grievous and diſquierful to it 

This Srognd Life, which accompanies Salvation, and brings Im- 

ity to light, is a kind of life from the dead, that the natural 
beings of Angels and Men are p__ inco, by being made meer 
Temples and Subje&ts for the Holy Ghoſt, in a fiate of lite eternal, by 
union with God that can never be diflolved, Angels therefore as 
well as Men, are called Children of the Reſarretion, Luke 20.35, 36 
as they are brought into a (tate never to change more. 

Hence it is, even amongſt theſe Children of the Feſurretiion, that 
the emmortal life, wherewich are quickoed by Chrilt, as he is 
the giver of the Holy Ghoſt is of wo ſorts, as to the and 

of the glory thereof. Fit, Such, wherein Men Angel: 

are equal ; And the Second, Sweb, wherein ſome Man are wade in 
_ manner Chriſt's Equals, the Lamb's or Bridegroom's Wife thas 
ies in bis boſon, that they are the Angel; ſnperianrs, nod art made 

joynt-beirs with Chriſt, of that Name, which be bach abained, bertey 
than that which « the Angeli food, that Word of God's wonth that 
pon. $o that now, when we ſpeak of Chrilt, 3s the Auther 
of life Eternal, in this ſerond ſort of Mineſkry, wherein the natural bes 
ings of the creature are, as it were, wrought over _—— rebuile, 
we would be underliood, that there vs 4 birth of this /menuertality, 
which amounts to the groing of the Holy Ghoſt, in the ſingle poption 
of it, and allo wn the dewbie portian of it, us we ſhall di y open 
1a 
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you wer an kind « Creatron of qualinner, by falls horr 
rgeneration, properly and rightly explicaced and 
7s the natural Fame and mak; of the natardl 
foul and fpivit of man, is in « manmer wholly akered and cha 
and much for the berrer, becauſe ic is raiſed our of its Fail, mr te, 
wavering, as well as fafal, natural fare, into 2 firovg, table, imuru 
table ve of mind, in iebreonſucſs nnd eras Holineſs, wn Keck 
and Srone, that the Gates of Hell cannot prevail again, This tur- 
ther Gift and Grace of theugh it be the end of Man's Creation, 
and that which God, as the reward to thoſe thar ate obedient udder 
the fici Miniſtry, ———_ and hold forth, in a way of Promiſe, 
yet is conditional, and fo, that which is Juftice God nerd not confer 
upon any er pers ans ho Cones) bury er © to ales, 
And therefore it fo 'happens, that all who inherit rhis Bleſſing, are 
made receivers of , by Promiſe, and by z ſecond and new Agree. 
ment with God, which he enters into with them, in regeneraring them, 
and makes them new Creatures, thencefarward to ferve him and live 
to him, in newaeſs of Spirit and Life. 
. We now come to ſhew, according to the Third Particular pro 
who thoſe be that are Chriſt's Anornted Oner and Witneſſes, 
under both his fore-mencioned Adminifirations, and the Anointing it 
ſelf, which is given, by the one and by the other. 

(rift is, as we have ſhewed, the Original and tive Pattern of 
all Perfeftions ; the Works, that were Said or the beginning, 
known to God from all Erernity, and aftually wrought and fer up 
from Ever in the Mediator, through that Ezernal Wiſdom, 
which was by God, us one br he up wr him, Prev. $, and whom 
he polleted © in che beginning of of fig way, before his Works of old, ere 
ever the Earth was. nd what is erus in Chrift, who is not only the 
Root, bat the chief and principal Branch, hath its Witneſs, and 1s de- 
—_— in the Work which BIS in, Dt 

es ,by mn or indiffoluable union ; all that 
he Dorn this #rwe ine, wr". Fruit is fuch as is cheers 
beck to the beert of God and of Mun; that is to fay, of Man 
dered in his or lower attainments, and growths, up into the 


and of God, as he is Man, 2 20 more, partaking 
of the Spirit of God by meaſure ; And, (ſecondly, of Man, made the 


of Ged, har in the boſom of the Facker, and is 
ony Rego of Ge, che tern the 


20 An Epiftle General to the Myſtical Body of Chit, 
anointed wich the Oyl of gladneſs above bu fellows, which Chiift's 
exalted Manhead is, and that afier ſuch fort, #5 not to have and inhe- 
ric the dignity of ic co himſelf, fingle and alone, but & the Head and 
Huband to that General Aſſembly of the Firſt-born, whoſe Names 
are written im Heaven, nnd bave right ts the dowble 

The right opening of this, is the great Key to all our praSiical und 
| ledge of God, which is found amongſt the diſper. 

Seed of God, that are either of the one or other birth, Children 
of che firſt or ſecond Covenant, in every Nation, Tongue, Lan 
or Form, truly ſearing God and working Righteouſnets, and | 

of God, either through Faith, or with that common ac 

tance declared, Gem. 4. If thou deft well, ſhalt thew not be accepted # 
It gn, if not much 
prejudiced againſt one another, for not walking twgether in one and 
the ſame way of Profeſſion and external Communion, 

Give me leave then, to diſtinguiſh this Seed of God into Fear forts ; 
Two, that are Witneſſer wats { broft's firſt Aimfbry, 13 be is the Au- 
thor and Reftorer of the Law and Principles of pure Natwre, nnd \s 
the difenſer of God's Image, and the marifeftarion of bu ill, wyen 
the terms of the firſt Covenant ; And other re, that are Wirneſes 
wats the ruth of Chriſt”; econd Muniftry, us be is the new Creamer, 
that regeneratesr and 1 over again bu frft work anew, is the 
Author of Life from the dead, wad bringer of Smnnortality to light ; 
which is not done by the firft Covenant, nor can be , bur, by this ſe+ 
cond knowledge nnd Image of God, brgonen 2nd wrought, by; and 
according to the tenor of rhe new and everlaſting Covenant. 

The firlt ſort of Witneſſes we (hall (peak unto ; and rightly to have 
the knowledge of them, we muſt yer furcher conhder Man in bis firft 
make, and in the primitive confirution of being that was given co him 
in his fate of Innocency before fin encred : So 2s to enquire, wpon 
what terms Man then food with God, and in what rel he was 
+ roomy good in God's eyes, and might be ſaid to be accepred 
of him, 

Man then had the perfelt bnowledge of God nnd of Chriff, a bd 
Creator and Law giver ( for God created all thi by PEG 
by the Word of 's mouth, in the Mediator, did hve, 
move, and had their being ) ſo that what might be known of God, 
even of his Eternal Power and Godhead, by the things that were 
made, that is, by che means of any creaced beungs, viſible or invitible, 
« was manifeſted in man, 1nd was ſbrwed ts man, by that mixt, com 
| — 
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9oun t , Which was given him, of an invelleBincd and ſenſual of 
animal Soul, Which furniſhed him with inward acd outward fenies, 
proportioned for ſuch » knewledge, and which were retnined i due 
ſabjefiion nnd ſubordination the one wato the other, From fuch s 
and ſurvey of things, as Man at fult was ficzed to receive both 
om within and without him, the inviſible things of the Godbead were 
__ ſeen by him, rendring him wichout all excuſe, being there 
in he duty of bis ededionrs and ſub:eftion _ _ 
God vader which - py as God ; which 
as God expefied and required from man, fo be owned #s liking and 
acceptance of from man, with whem he created, and agreed upon the 
rerms of his perſonal ebedience, 20d entire obſervance of all his Cons. 
mands, and contuuuance therein, 

o——_—_ man in this Hiace, might, aad did experimentally find 
1a himſelf. 

Fill, The light and mani[eftation of Grd's Mind and Wil, © 
Law within biz, called in Scri The Candle of the Lord, the 
On! with which God furniſhed t _ man's firie, which be was 
1s take care, that through bu defanit be did not let it go out, ner di» 
muniſh ; but * and renew it, 44 it ſhanld need, by ſuch meant 
God mfticmed, 

The ſecond thing which man experienced, was, the life of « rational 
and mielefinal Soul ; that is to fay, 4 ſuperier part in the ſame Send, 


Aﬀerding the wit of inward ſenſes, that by berpung open and awake, be 


bad, as it were, an intereanrſe with the firritnal and inviſible beingr 
of eAngelsr, and ſaw the imirinfich, naturer of the Creatures, 

And thiedly, He yg > - « bratiſh nature, of which he wan 

4 and made, which furniſhed biz with the uſe and ogere- 

tion of owrward ſenſes, by which be might go abroad, and wait uy and 
down in converſe with carthly things and inhabitants ; The fountain 
of theſe enrward ſenſer, bis inferrer partts be in bu ſoul or firit. With 
theſe be came ts perfor, and put in execution, that which the ſuye- 
riew and dmrelline part of him, judged right and fit ts be done. 

This was the inward 20d ourward order of aftings, chat Mao at firſt 
was crexted in, with z freedom to make uſe of this Light within hiew 
ſelf, ( which God, us a Talene, had commited to him to | Ac» 
cording © his will ) and upon his guidance and the 
Ce ect Got before him, in the way of his 
obedience, and keeping out the encrance of fin, or elſe the tenſe 


of the inftabilry be might diſcern 1a theſe Prixciples of peodhes, Gen 
ve 


—- 


22 . fin Epiſtle General to the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, 
leave him alone and to himſelf, and the /nſ=fic;excy to continue by the 
power of the Grace received in well.doing, againſt all refilling a2d 
deceiving rempations, to chuſe racher to make ion up of this 
his Freedom, wherein he was at his own guidance and diſpoie, 10 ©x- 
change for s better and more perfelt Freedoms, that is to lay, in order 
to be unclrely ar the will of another, and the influence rhereof in 
all chings, even of ſuch anocher, whoſe ſervice is perfeft Freedows, nnd 
who ſhould be as Surery for the performance of the duty to God's 
Law, and fecure us from the of the Curſe therein cthreained 
againſt the Tranſgreſſhion thereot, which was pointed out to Adams in 
the Tree of Life, as Jobs incerprens by the Promiſe, mentioned, Rev, 
8. 7+ To him that overcometh ( which is done through Faithy wil 
[ give to eat of the Tree of Life or , Which is fed on 
Faich ; through rhe power of which, the entire refignation of our wi 
into the leading and rule of the Spirit and Will of Chiiftis onely 
wrought, and of which we ſhall treat particularly in its proper place, 
this ſmall couch of it is needful here : Bur the choice which 
Man made, was, to lean to his own underſtanding for his guide, and 
ro crult to che uſe of his Freedom, which gave him to be at his own 
diſpoſe, as ſufficient to encounter with and refilt all Temptations, 8nd 
wpon ny! —_—_ miſcarried, and +. Sin, Death 
and Wrath upon himſelf and #ll his Pofterity, as the fad Conſequence 
of thar Pat of his, 
To be then upon theſe terms,as Adaw was before his fal 
ly righteous, and finding acceptance with God whilli we Hand in fuch 
Obedience und Righteouſneſs, is nn Effet which Chriſt in his frf 
Miniſtry doth produce in the bearts of men, making them in this re. 
ſpe the firſt” ſorr-of the fonr Witneſſes we have - mentioned, 
und which, though we have been conſidering of them in the Perſon 
of rhe fiſt Adam before the Fall ; yet by the fame Rule and Pro- 
portion, the Witneſs is fill the ſame, whether ic be communicated ori. 
Firaly ar mans - mo pre renewal of reſtanyation again afrer 
the fall by the ſame hand and a Ao firſt gave it, which 
Chrift may do it he pleaſe ; and char he hath done is moſt obvious and 
undeniable from the experience we have had of late years, wichin 
theſe Nations, in a fort of fforr nnd Wimeſſer of Chrift, that do 
this boctom of Perſonal Kightromſurſy, he 
Be PACKS of pare Ntoe, renewed o5d ren wks che? 
which they affert may be held & whilft we are bere in the 
body, und by which we may, as by the Light within ww, perfectly 
| lub. 
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An Epiftle Graeral to the al Body of Crit, m1 
ſubdue cur bruuſh naure ard keep under the body, though ll this be 
accompanied with mataby/1ry, and the acceptance Whichbey fiad with 
God is according to their works, whillt do well, erberwiſe fin 
at the deew, nod the puoiſhment according tw the fame, This fort 
of Profefiors of the Name of Chiilt, riſe fo high is their T 
concerniog him, as t© call him, 7he {arrow Sun of the foul ; the 
Srarcher through of off darkneſs ; the Wonderful Power ; the Incomn- 
prebenſible Wiſdom, ard [manutable Holrueſ ; a thing that ts 1worfible 
ts every fleſhy thing ; the one individual Spirit of Drogheneſs, 1hat 
created all ſouls ; nnd nit fo dartled with the Beams of this Glory, 
(all which be culy is) that they overlook him wo much nem 
his Humaniy, a> 5 4 remnn as he is the Son of man, in whom 
demprion is wrought for us, and the Atonement for fin made by tbe 
ice of his Blood, the benefic whereof they have, whether they con- 
ic or not : Theſe are they, that by the Candle of the Lord that i 
hghted within thew (the work whereof is writes is their inwasd 
paris) though they be not ſo much bearers of the Law by the Mini. 
of the ew ard Wwrd , yet do they ſhew themſelves doors of the 
Law by the power of the Light that 's withion them ; deing, nx it were, 
| lg things comarned in the Law, and fo nut having 
, curwardly conhdered, are « Law ts themſeiver, 
work, of it written in their brarts ; nnd by keeging the 
of the Law, da judge thﬀm, whe by thy Letter tranſgreſſe 
and do foul Pract and Comfort in their worky, Io this manner did 
Commrian fear God nnd work, Rightronſneſt, AQt.10. before he 
thoſe words from Peter, that | tum in the knowledge of 
Chiilt's Death 2nd Reſurrection, aad the Peace thas 


ang barre from all thi Nagy © —— be jultified 
is this rank of Chiſt's Witneſſes, whereof we have been ſpaate 
fiace they own, agd declare themſelves to be frareyr of God nnd 
workers of Rightranſmeſs, theſe firſt principles of it which | 

Name waches and plants, ever it is renewed and reflored 
the A ICY and bounty, to put the Receivers of ir 
to the tryal, how far they will ſhew iheic faithfulneſs in the meaſure 
commined © them, aod in what readineſs they are to put theſe Ta. 
lents out in the way of exchange to get more, and not to refit worill 
they obtain that tiace which it immucable, It therefore greatly con- 
62x08 ſuch to look © their Racding, which is very ſlippery and un. 
| certain 


24 An Epiftle Grneral to the Myſtic of Body of Chrift, 
certain, and rake heed left they fall ; and co thigh foberly of them- 
ſelves as they ough: to think ; and noc afhon, a5 they are apt to do, 
that their Witneſt containg in it all that Chrif® «& : let otherwile, 
when they come to be weighed in the baliance of the SanAtuary, they 
be found at laſt to dexy more of Chrift than they confeſs of hicm : Nor 
are chey to exale this part of the Miniftry of Chrilt, which is but the 
a char fuller fight and knowledge of him chat is (ill 
to ed ; but this one thing they ſhould do, Forger chat which 
# behind, and preſs forward ts the mark, of the prize of the high 
calling which « in Chrift : And although i be » commendable = 
ia chem, even upon their Principles, to ſpread the knowledge of Chr 
in all the dark corners of the world, where the Scriprures and wrizeen 
Word of Truth are not heard or received, the efteRt of which labour, 
wich God's bleſſing, may be the heightning and refining man's nacure, 
and purging it from fithy luſts 20d prophaceſs, reaching chem to fl 
from the Wrath and Vengeance which awaio evil-doers ; Yet this is 
tw be done in ſubſcrviency unto, not in oppoſition againft the right 
knowledge and Preaching of the Seer, ok Divne 
Oracles which - the great ad uſe of his 
Church in all crimes fince che firſt writing of chem, By theſe are wit- 
neſſed che righceous Principles and Aftings according to the Law of 
pure Nature, wherein Man was at firlt created, and may ſoofen us 
Chriſt pleaſes, be again received in by that Light with which he en. 
hghrens man that comes into the world, whereof Chrnift ( as we 
have ſhewed) is the Author and Diſpenſer ; and under this firtt Wire 
neſs all cheſe are to be hended, who approve themſtives deer: 
of the Law, men that frar God and work Rygbteonſneſs in every Na+ 
tion, in ſuch manner as God accepts, though as yet they have not at- 
rained to the knowledge of Chritt by the ourward Minifiry and bear- 
ing of the written Word, ; 
Bur as theſe are ſuch who prezend, to be deers of the Law by « 
Cn Sho Cpr__ oe os pen 
written Word, by « Teaching of the Word, as it is ſpoken inwardly 
to the mind by Angels, who are encrufied with it, Heb. 2. x, So there 
is a ſecond fort of Witneſſes unto the ſame les in ſubltance, chat 
is to ſay, to che life of the I of God in wherein man 
was br 00 urn. antaco be manatend cetzend with 
power in the ſoul, by the knowledge of Jeſus Chrift, and the Re. 
demption thas. is by his Blood through the Miaiftry of the wrinen 
Word, and the operation of the Spiric of Chrift in a” 


An Epifils Grneral ts the Myſtical Body of Chrif. 27 
Ordinances and Inftirutions of Worſhip, which be hath appointed ad 
revealed in the Scriptures, according to the ſeveral meatures of their 
growrh up inco this knowledge of Chrift, and fairhfull walking wich 
him thereia, under the vaciety of Profeſſion and Forms of vile Wor- 
vip» char ure exranr, ih that which is acknowledged or witneſſed to be 
the viſible Chrithan Church; which, by the hing of the Goſpel, 
upon the Aſcention of Chrift, and the M: of his Spirit poured 
forth in the primitive face of ir, came to be raiſed up by God's vhring 
the Gentiles, wo take out of them # of his Name, that he mighe 
ſubtticure unto himſelf #3 another /ſrarl and bely Prople and Church cf 
viſible Profeſſors of his Name, in og tend on of the Jews, 
and the old Law and Form of Worſhip that had been in praShice 
among them, Row 11. which made Famer, in AF, rg, 16, 17, 
»pply the words of the Prophers , unto this new Chrithan Genale 

>, which fayes, Aſter thu 7 will rerurn, and will build uy 
the Tabernacle of David, which « fallen down, and will build agamn 
the ruines thereof ; and 7 will fot it wp, that the reſidue of men nught 
fork after the , and all the Gomtiler, wow whom my Nome « 
called, ſaith the Lord, whe doth all theſe things, Now 2eonght the 
viſible Members of the Chriftian Church (a4 appears, Gal.4.) 
unde "body gle boar ee Name of Chriſtians 21d 
bearer: of the G and Min, the Sperit, according ts the New 
rw by rpms the Priveipies of the Law and firtt Co- 
venane, as the ballance of all their Fair, Obedience and Worſhip, 
| 9 10 re ors es and to cleave to the 
and domg thiags, which, «ccordirg to the Judgment 
the Apotile P awd, made them debrovs 16 are yr ary wr 
them clear off from the true Principles of Grace, that are by the Law 
of Faith, and of the new and eveilalting Covenant ; and of this, they 
Ke but too clear a proof, in thac they gloried in ſomething that was 
on this fide the Spiricual mind, which is fer upon things that ave 
above, «nd which ought to be died unto by the DoQtrine of the Crofs, 
unto which they ſhew chemſelves the declared and zealcus i 
Noe, but that in words #nd profefiion theſt prerended #4 much to 
own the Principles of Free.Grace, and of the New- Teftament. us 
any, and have their approxch to it , ac leaft, when they plexſe thern- 
ſelves, ſome more 8nd tome leſs ; bur, when they are brought to the 
Tryal, they quickly ſhew that they are not able co endure the bridiing 
nnd refiraim which the New. T ne puts upon ther, by the D >. 
Arine of the Crols of Chrilt, w_ $ that wherein they de- 
fire 


— - 
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26 An Epifile Grnoral to the Myſtical Brdy of (brift. 
fire and 2fiet ro glory, from which they are excluded by the Law cf 
Faith and the New-Creaiure, as we ſhall ſhew in its place; So ther 
ja Truth, that which thee ſecond ſort of Witneſſes have in their eye, is 
not the bring agd lite of the New Creature, but the refioration of the 
old Adam 11 bis primitive, righttous and holy flare, inte which they 
grow upand aic toubd for the like of their halinels ; and wpon tet 
bouom, 25 3 qualification to engitle then to al) the Promyſes, #nd their 
abode and continuance in Fellowſhp «nd Communion with Chriſt, 
and Intereſt in his Death, for the Remiſſion cf fos ; They do experi- 
ence ſuch acceprance from Chriſt, and are in the miclyrs fo gertaun of 
their good Eliaces to their Ezernal Salvation, that they will aot endure 
wo hear, whereio they are is & millake, ror that it is poſſible for them 
to be berrer. 

Theſe do indeed excel the ff Wuneſes in the doQuriral pert of the 
knowledge of Chrilt, coafefſing him in char greac pare of his Priefily 
Office ( which the othe:s fee not ) us he baze our TranigreGons, wad 
made Atohemenc for the fin of mankind, by the Sacrifice of binvelt ; 
in the benefit of which Scrifge chey fied their ourward proce and ro 
more than in their righteoms works ; nay, when 25 to the light nnd 
evidence of thetic Santhefication, they are vt 2 hols and in the dark ; 
they have an adberecce $9 the blood of Chrift, as the propiaatcn tor 
cheic ſigg, 24nd his incerceffion of their behalts ta the Father, for che 
obmight}new (irengeh :gninlt Corruption, nnd the renewal of theig 
formerPeace and comfort; which experience the fir # ſort of Witneſſes 
are firaogers to, or ſee np need of, butaccount therkilelves Jullified a5 
well as SanGtificd by the inward purity and perfection which they have 
atained with power over the bratgh and ſenſnal Nature, that 
they are more careful and able go kyrp ander, than this ſecord forr 
ate, 

Nevertheleſs, The Oy! which is given from Chrrft under this Sr 
eMomftry in enher of theie reſpects before. mentioned, is that «An. 
nointing that through the frailry and weakneis of the Feſſel thas re+ 
ceives it, is not abiding, but at the beſt is bur es » fojrurcer, that 
finds not in theſe bears the now wan, that is the place of ie (rel, 
Iſa. 66, and though it be uſted by Chrift ©o trim the Lamp of the $1. 
rit of man wich, when renewed and reflored to the brdrencte and 
jeftion that is required by the Law of God,in #oy degree and meature 
of fixcerry or chaſtity f the pure Lemd-like nnd wiigho Spirk, yet 
being oply in the Lawp, where it ſperds and conluars. 296 mult be 
duly renewed, aod by « frame of beare meet to receive/i;, and cherrdb 
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An Eyis Grmeordl ts the Myſhiead Bady of Chr; #. 1 
it; or elfe and quenc wed, 1t departs + Hence 
it is, that's theſe re Witneſſes under this Anwiniing , which is 
from Chriſt, and the operation, good, rightrous, holy, and fpiritual, 
and the << made by it,crue and ren} ; thereare ſuch a number of 
vihhdle Profi that prove Hypoerites, Apotiazes, nad fall away 
from the Grace and enligheteniag they have ſelr 80d experienced, de. 
both themſelves zxad others, being not able co.hold it our in 
the day of Tryal, nor to perſevere #ad endure to the end ; withour, 
on the other hand, (tumbling oa the Fambling Bone, and becoming 
prejadiced againft any higher and further growths up into Chrift : or, 
on the qther head, through fear of 'loff by Perſecution, zre terrified 

from well.doing (with amazement ): or, are bought off from ic with 
the reward of wwrightronſurſs, 23 Balcam was ; and 23 Demas who 

embraced this preſent World. 

And the Reaſon of this, 25 to the owe 2s well as the other fort of 
theſe witneſſes, is, beexule that is wanting to them which ſh:uld fr 
thew, 2nd make them wnohangeadle in well-doing, und cante them to 
be Pillars in the Houſe of Grd that never go our more. That they are 
partakery of righteous Proncipler, and are qualifhed with Power to 
work Righteomſneſr, and this from preſent aanornting 2nd migreſſion 
of the irwe and right Fyivir, if not, not not to be denied them : 
They may be Firginsq wn have Lamp: well erined with Ol friſt and 
fol, nnd yer not able 1 brep ru ON Sos pending and gring onr, not 
_ their own being to orb for wow of #, when they ſhould 

ave the greateſt uſe of it. And indeed, the firſt ſorr.do confels 2g 
much, and own theis Rig breewſneſs to be mwwarable, and they no lon. 
ger ts have certainty in it, than they can fland is the Obedrente ; and 
rage eheie or falling; may be or may not by, 2 they give their 
free aſſent or £16 the Good and Evil that prefevrs it felt wo them, 
But with many, under the ſeewnd fort of Witneſſes, it is not fo; for 
they fatten upon the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, that = wrought in bu 
Perſon, ut that which « nnchar wm it ſolf,, which it is, iFchey do 
bur rightly apply it, an 4 hold if upoo the Tenure of the abſolute and 
berrey Which #te by the now Comrmgnr, whereof they mate 
zo doubt bur they do. And 2916 their Santlificarion, they have the 
Lew for their Rule, which is it felf is Morsl and Perperal, and fo 
they believe all rea! and rrue Conformity to it, wrought in their hearts, 
mult alſo be, although their beares be noe yer made cher good [on/, 
that wheve it Burk received the Word, and retained it for x ſrafer, 
art not” prog 14 heeg it for ever, 2 . _ — 
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a8 An Eyiftle Grneral 16 the Myſtical Body of Chrift. 
patience, a1 will loſe all other things, rather than ever be prevailed 
wk, to let it go. 

From both theſe ſorts of Witneſſes, Chrift is Preached, nnd Kigh- 
teonſneſs made known and Propagated in the World, and a Tellme» 
ny kept up againlt open Looſenels and Prophanneſs, Acheiim and Ido- 

; and by theſe Spuicusl Traders and Merchants in the Trafhck 
of Chriſt's Goods and Talea's of the Common Gifts and Graces of his 
Spicic,there is by ſome, a right & good uſe and approvemeit made, fo 
as they are at lalt perſwaded to put them to the Exchangers for their 
Lord's Advantage, and their own benefit ; being willing to purchaie 
the ene Pearl of great price, which is obained through ſaving Fauh 
and Regeneration ; for many of theſe ſwall Pearls thac in the Day 
of Proof and Tryal, will not endure : And thoſe that do cat and 
drink_uwworthily of this Table of the Ld, novwithflanding the many 
wondertul things they do in his Name,be will profeſs be know: chem net, 
but ler them ſee, they have car and drunk their own dannaiion, nod 
left themſelves wholly without all excuſe ; And theretore, both theſe 
degrees and growrhs up into Chrift Jeſus, as branches is the Foze, 
that after real union, mult eicher by better busbaadry applied to them, 
come to receive a faltering in and with the Root, that cannot be ſha- 
ken nor diſſolved, or elle prove withered branches, at lalt that upon 
eryal are os bo for the fire ; Their great care and buſmels ſhould 
be to make their Calling and EleGtion ture, aod from evidence which 
cannot fail nor deceive, experience that the Root bears them, and nox 
they the Roox. 

And thus we come to the Confideration of the other rwo ſorts of 
Witneſſes, that ate the fandeng Plants and Olyoe Trees in the Houſe 
of God, which are planced by the Fathers right hand, and nont what» 
ſoever can pluck up, lathe former 1 have ſpoke to, Chrift dwells & 
in bu Tents and mutable babitations, who in that reipett are called 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, that may ſo be defiled, that God may 
defiroy and calt them our of bis, bg for ever ; but theſe we pow 
come to deſcribe, do Conftcure that Afowne Zion that cantor be 
moved, that Heavenly Jeruſalem, which 1s made 8 quiet babiration, 
# place of everlaſting Reſt, a Tabernacle that (ball not be taken dawn 
( us the firſt mult, in order to be new built in the Regeneration ) net 
one of the Stakes thereof ſhall ever be removed, nenther ſhall any of 
the Cords thereof be broken , but there the Lord will! þe for ever, a 
place of broad Rivers and Screams that ſhall ſpring up int lile ereraa), 
and chat from the loweſt Ebbs, at fult ao higher cnag che Anckles, 
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An Epiftle Grueral 16 the Offical Body of ( brift. 29 
become (hill aſcendirg, not only to the heighth 2nd fiature of man in 
his fulleſt perfeStion, bur alſo above i IC ——_— be » River to 
iwim in, » River, pure and clear as Gridtal, that proceeds from the 
Throne of God and of the Lamb ( the Son of man glorified) in the 
midft of the firect ; and on cicher fide whereof is the Tree of Lite, or 
thole who live and feed upon that incorrupuble Frun 

The work which is wreught by Chit in and upon the 1w# fir f 
fort of Profeſſors of bu Name, is that which ſeals them and buds 
them falt up in the bundle of life unto the Redemption that is erernal, 
and makes them to give witneſs to what Chrilt is and doth in his ſe. 
cond CAmiſtry, ns he ſends the holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of Truth, which 
abides in them that are made Receivers of him, under an 
mever ts ! from them, orgs him ; that 
us, he that 4k us in Chr which 
ſealeth us with the Scal of the livi (God, as'wich hs dec —_ 
Father in our forthead, the of whoſe Name 
by working in us, 20d making us fic Veſſe! IIS 2nd 
is our Adoption, and that manner of adwirting = 

of Sons, het aura ts 

And this is done by Cheift, noc —_— and the Giver of the 
Law and Life of pure Nature upon its firtt Principles ; but by Chriſt 
as he miniſters thas Spirit of Truth, which is the Inſpiration before- 
deſcribed, that proceeds from the Father and the Son, by the ope- 
racion of the holy Ghclt, or third Perſon in the Trinity, whoſe work 
is Perfeftion and confummarive of what 1s already in being, by the 
Creation and Operation of the Son or Eceraal Word ; and yet cauſeth 
{o great an Ahkeration in the natural being of man, taken at his beft, 
from what it was before, 2nd that ſo much for the berter ; with re« 
ſpe&t to abundance and immurabilicy of that which Nacure it ſelf calls 
good and righteows, that it julily deſerves w be call'd n new Cree 
tiew, of Regeneration, that gives z new Creature and Life far 


OI and much differing in glory from it. To evidence 


Let us confider Man in the righteouſneſs of his Natural s 
wherein he hath a right uaderfianding of God's mind ( in what is 
required by the Law, which he conſents and agrees to, as that which 
1 and. holy, and fpurizusl, and ) and a will co pur it 
uh mers] 2s Ye ce the do! _ he doth but his 
duty, and which he is obliged to by O D, and bis own vo- 
luatacy Eagagemeat, 


20d to continue thereia uader the danger of the 
Curſe 


30 An Epiſtle Greeral the Adyftical Body of Chr; fb. 
Curſe wpon failer, Here the Command is a Lamp, and the Lew is 
Light, co ioftruR man in his Duty ; and che Spiric and Mind of man, 
keeping to this Light, and walking up to it, and fairhfully in ic, is'in a 
good and perfeR tiate, by God approved and julbfied ; fo that there be 
but a contiruance in it : And this Chriſt ſerms to acknow to hun 
that put him the Qyeſtion, Lake 10. 25, Hh ſhall I do rs inherit 
Eternal life ? Ia the Anſwer he gives, biddiog him do that which is 
wiitten ia the Law, which ſayes, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy beart, with all thy ſoul, with all thy ſtrength, and with 
all thy mind; da this, and the ſhalt live: Wheze lies the dif- 
ficulty ? what is it that is yer wanting ? 

The diffculcy lies in man's part, whereot he is not enough ſenhible, 
and the want is, that of a Guide and Surety, to fer and to keep man's 
ſpicit right in the doing of that which the Law requires, in the man- 
ner God prizts and moſt eftcems : For there is a way that is right in 
man's eyes,.cvein yeelding obedience to the Law of God, wherein 
manrgloties, and is puſted up in. himſelf, but hath no praiſe from 
God ; and this is; fromythac ſpring and principle of athviry which is 
ſcared in the freedom of Will, which is natural co man in his fiſt 
righteous Nature, and was found in him before bis Fall, and is capa. 
bie of Refticurion hnce, nay, 1s atually refiored through the benefic of 
his Death, more or leſs in every man, by that common Light and 
Grace whith Chritt doth no more withhold from aoy man, than he 
doth-his Rain from raining upon the Juſt and Unjult ; bur 10 way of 
further , doth confer in large proportions where he pleaſerh, s 
diſitiburion of his Goods and Spicimual Git:s, in which he cauſeth the 
Receivers thereof to difter one from ancther, according to the uſe he 
urends them uno. By which enriching of man's nature wpon this his 
reltoret} natural bottom of a free ative righteous fpirn, according to 
the Law, whillt the primitive mucability is fill concinuing wich him, 
khe'is {© far from being made a New Creature and traly regenerate (us 
is but 500 generally conceived) that nothing but paſſing underthe new 
Creation-work, tranſlating man out of his primitive natural freedoms 
zhd zftivicy, into an aftiviyand Freedom of anocher kind, 4s - 
blero mnder this fiſt freedom from engendring to bondage, ahd-thi 
righteoufneſs accompanying it, from calkog and ending ia rhe death of 
Hypocriſie and final Apofiacy ; which made Chriſt, in Job, 8.7t. wo 
deal ſoplainly with the Jews, that in this wavering ſpirit, were fot the 

carfuch as paſſed currant for Believers, and were (o called by the 
elifis z bur Chrilt knew they were not of continuance; add fo 
S117. told 
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told them, ver, 31, togerber with the Remedy which he had by tim 
forthe cure of it. For they ftocd in need to be made free by the know. 
ledge of the-Truth ; or rather, to be known of him that is True; 
the Son that abides ia the hcule for ever, who is able to brag them 
into that late of freedom, that ſhall make them free indeed, with an 
impoſhbility ever to be imboadaged mote, ot to ferve fn as theic 
lord and malter, 

This muable Rate, wherein man did at fult reccive God's [mage 
by Creation, and doth is the way of Reltoration agaio pancake of «, 
by verwue of the Miniſtry of Chiilt's fult ancinding and < | 
Puelence, in which be wkes up his babication in the foul, as ſojeaun- 
ner and paſſenger, although there be given that knowledge of God's 
W1}l and Mind co man, whith 1s true, and as perfect and full, as the 
Veſſel that takes it <an bear ; yet the weakne(s of the Veſſel is ſuch, 
that iy is like the wave of the Sea, toſſed with every wind when term. 
pration ariſes, and is eiches of it lelf ape to willake nnd miſunderfiacd 
the Rule given him to walk by, or to cloſe and fall in with = falke 
deceiful ipric, ay wp, bimlelf into the Image of Righrecalacks, 
and iabrace him for the True one ; for whatever Image of God that 
which is a meer Creature, and no more, is found in, the old Serpent 
kagws how to wniace ard perſonate the flame, in the very hikeneſs 
wherein it ſhines forth in Chrift's own Perſon, and with the ſame rs 
ſeat himſelf in the hearts of his followers, as ia the Temple of God, 
and to ſhew himlelt as far as that will go, for proof and demoofirs- 
tion chat be is God, to the imbondeging and carrying captive by this 
dececic, all that receive not the Truth in the love of it 

Whereas the lmage and Knowledge of Ged, aod of his Will, 
which is given by tbe Truth, or by his coming into the Soul, who. is 
the nue One, doth 2n0int 2nd imprets the Soul, with that Name of 
God, which doth exclude by the very Natwre of is evidence, all 

ſibility of falſhood, decer, or uncertainty, as doth the -Das 

riog of Light to the natural eye, which by its felf.evideace 

, It is that Light wherein is no darkneſs arall, but is able ro dis 

iſh ic ſelf, a5 chat which is ſeparare from the darkneſs of every 
councerſeic and falſe repreſentation. This comes only by the Law of 
Faith, and true Regeneration, that Gift of the Haly Ghoft, as he is 
the Second and better Comforter, the Spirit, of Truth which the 
World neicher doth, nor can receive, Chrilt theeefore cally! handelt 
the Trath, «s he is the receiver and giver of this Ancinting; 2s cheſe 
Rivers of Lining Water) fiow from hw, that fail not, bexare gen 
pig 
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ſpring unto Life Ecernal, as it is wricten, Job, 7, This ſpake he of the 
$piric, for the Holy Gholt was not yer given, chat is in this Miniſtry, 
and by the means of Chrilt's Manhead, becauſe Jeſus was not yer 
Gloritied, Jeſus was a man, and the molt perfe&t righteous natural 
man whichever was, the form of which is made in him Incor. 
ruptible, having irs ficlt murabilicy fixed, by being ſubjeRed and 
made a Servanc, though the elder, unto « New.ſpring of Light and 
Divine Birth that was added to him, as he became the engrafted 
Word, - and wherein he and the Father are One, and not he, but the 
Father doth the work ; Therefore he (ayes, in Kev. 1. 18, / am be 
that liveth and was dead, and behold 1 am alive for evermore, and 
bave the Keyes of Hell and of Death. 

According to this pattern of man's Natural PerfeQion made in 
Chiilt iacorruptible, and brought forth. in perſeRt ſubjeRion and ſub- 

unto, and agreemenc wich a more excellent birth of Divine 
Glory, which Chriſt's Man-head is exalted ubto, ( in which he is 
according to his Man-head, He that is above all, ove with the only 

, that is in the Father's boſome, and hath che higheſt and 
cleareſt fight of God, beyood that of Angels themſelves ) Ir is,that 
all Regeneraced ones that are made heirs of the Spiric, in the fingle por- 
tion thereof,” are built up, and are Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, an ever- 
laiting Habication of God, through the Spirit, 

And becauſe the ſame Jeſus, chat after this firſt pattern of humane 
Perfe&ion which is in him, gives only the Wicaeſs that he is a meer 
and perfe& man : and in che exalted and more heavenly ſtare of Man- 
head which he alſo hath, as he that God the Father hath ſcaled 
and admired to the fight of his own ſhape and very fimilitude, hath 
by Inheritance obtained a more excellent Name than the Angels, and 
muſt alſo give the Wirnels of whar he is, and in what Glory he lives, 
as he inhericsthe Spiric in this double portion thereof : Therefore by 
the ſame new creating Power, Which he is intrufted to adminifier, as 
he gives the Holy Ghoſt, he produces this ſecond ſort of new men, and 
adopted Children heirs according to the Promiſe, upon whom Chriſt 
poures out- his Spiric, not only by the meaſure, and patrern, or Rule 
of the fir Creation, but above it and beyond ir, according to the 

oportion that his own glorified Manhead hath obtained it in its 

igheſt exaltation, admitting them into the ſame boſome of the Fa- 
-ther with himſelf, wherein he is as the only begonen ; into which 
boſome; and mot incimare viſion of God : neither do the Angels nor 
firſt fort of Heirs and Children of the Son's Kingdom ever arrive, but 
is 
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which ic hath in the Breaſt "of God himſelf; Experiencing as well 
what the Gift of che Holy Ghoſt is, when it is God's Name 
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tatte of, wherher in the body of ths body he could nor tell, up- 
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ings; impoſhble for him 80 unter in his Bodily fate, nor others to, 


And if chus vie enderflaid th ehirit Heevens ai added we, he, 
then he finding out the other rwo-next below ther, will not be > 
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Influence, as heir ji her al alhble Guide und firm Secyricy in 

all chelf opera iying t an abiding owth.up ig 
ings Fg Flack yn copy RET to his Wat 

as £6:w6rkets together q in every thou $0, wa and work, ;that 
catinot mica, or , nor belt hurt by <e, nom Hos . bur 
be rewarded with thoſe pleaſures that are at his right d and at bis 
left, in-his Kingdord for evermore- And al:hough this moft perfelt "oye 
dow, which is obcintd. b er Af be ed and fn 970 in pe bo ; 

it. © 


ag of lp tic prich Ch 
. | ide ineQimable i Ho gr) beg par _ be- 
fy'wi ked heart, yhi of re by. Chr) to be their 


cormenr for ever, nt bxnh. |, Which will be given oh bim ta his firſt. 
E-4 AMin;ftry, in the hearts where be is finally Fejrtleg ) from whom, 
after he ny and withdrawn for a ſealon, as if they ſhould: 

" neyer fear of Gadrir.onds d they ſhall noxa their cpmfpr orc ). yer they 
"ee their terrout and-ſor made ſen(ible of him, by = falt-. 

g which he will make of his Darts of enlightnings inco the minds 

of r wicked, as ſharp Arrows and a gnawing Worm that (hall never 

dye, when by the breath of his mouth he ſhall kindle a fire of Con.. 

| x! pee? ſelf-judging in their Conſcience, together . with the juſt 
ſence of his Divine Vehgeance, they can no longer flee nor eſcape 

from. 

"Bur, on rhe —_— che cruly regenerated ſouls are made willing 
and exceedingly pleaſed to draw in this yoke qwith their Head, © _ 
with his eyes, anda@ by his quicknirg j in all che do, a ped rl 
wich him chis wont, me<kneſs and puri ſpirit, wW 
drtt od ich is incorrupxible, ard is wit Fed & of. rea; ND Gf 


TT workers haye his teh and blefſi og, ut theſe, 
7h 
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Fruic is permanent unto Life Eceroal : and this Body 
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able to the condiion the Church is in,” whether of refiraint of flee 
dom from the Powers of the World. By thoſe which Chriſt purs in 
to the, Mioiftry of his Spirit under him, weare to underſtand ſuch a- 
he gives. bis Tn@4ox and CAMeſſion.uno,, a5 be inthe Head of Nawre 
or,of Grace, and from their own Expericace ace made able ro mini. 
lier the knowledge of Chrilt in; his healing and reſtoring work,, of ih 
by regen: rating and New-creation-building; betore deictibed , giv! 
their Wi:neſs according to what they themſelves have vecerued » 
the Sgtri "n the three drſt 1nth Ds ſhen ſation: of it, before expreſſed ; 
in the; fixlh af which, becauſe gf the murable face ofithe \operacion 
thereof, both in thenaſelves as well, as.jac cheir hearers,” chep char" are 
eminent Preachers unto others by the excellency of Gifes [with which 
they are anointed and that from Chrift, may nevertheleſs themſelyes 
be tound at lai Caſt-awayes, Bur, inthe other rwo, they which ex. 
perignce the Apoinreng thezeaf, become Pillars in the Houſe of 'God, 
that neyer go out more, and may obqajn the- higheff Order and Ragic 
of. Miniltry in the Church, even that of Apefles, in'the fame way #s 
Paul himielf did,. by ſuch s Spiricual Light of Chrift, xs-ihe ayes; 
x Cor. g, 1;. «Am not 1 an Apoſtle? bave 1 net ſeen Jeſu Chriſt 
owr Loyd? And 2s thus the Apoltolical Order. came to have being in 
the Church, 1 es Cp ic, of Chris 3n, Spirit, as we ſee in 
Paul's Caſe, which comprehends in jz all other the. inferiour Ranks of 
Minifters, whether Propbets, Evangeliſts, or Paſtors and Teachers ; 
So there are of theſe jateriews Ranks (to che Apoſtles) which bear and 
receive the knowledge of the Goſpel, and the holy Ghoſt ,. either. 
from the womb: 5 Apoftles,and by the laying on of their bands, us 
did the Evasge/ifta,; .ot by aher Wbordinace inftiuuced means; that 

4s to fay, either inwardly, onely by the in/Jurar0n of Angels, there. 
unto ſent and authorized by Chrif ; as to Philip its the caſe of the 
Eunuch's Converſion ; and to Abraham, 20d the Patriarch: after 
him, four hundred years t , before the wricen Word was 


els, Heb. 2,1, 

ng and 

opening in the Church of Cormeh 

agg this by ſuch Prophberi : 
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of Propheey ; or, by Gifts of Abilitier in a more ordinary way, for 
the interpreting and opening the _—_— Chriſt- hach alwayes had 
his Labourers in his Harveft, ' And all cheſe ſeveral Degrees in the 
Maaiftry, as they are found ip ſubordination, ſubſerviency and agree- 
ment one With. another, ia their place and diftering meaſures, do 
make ſweet: harmony, and redound co great profit. 1n the Church, 
om mnt ag and the inferiour exalt and life up them- 
ves 50 and 0 ton co the tour and preacer 
meaſures, theſe then corrupe quernal wagph ml. 
uſe of by him. that knows howto trinfform his miniffers into Mini- 
iers of to advatice hiy Kingdom, #nd turn birrer and 
implecthle/Encmics and Perftcutors of the Womans Seed, and crux 
ireal Worſhippers. Let is not then be faid, 'that ro be againſt 
the Miniftey in this laſt ſenſe, is to be againſt all Miniftry , efpecially 
mwho-ackaowledge Chrif the Chief Minifier and ygrezt Or-- 
of God't Worſhip; and*aff thofe co be bis Minifters that have 
Uogton-and Miſſion roms him/,in aff the Orders and Degrees of them, 
whereio they are acknow by che Scriptures, whom 'God hath 
gwen ty rated bear che ror Ammar phe nu adn 1 
weobreft's Reign, in 2 ſuffering, ſackeloth, propheſying tate, which 
wilt nor lofe ics Rd os ron Fi wntg lift i 


Co 


the that ave: ſaved, ' and- a favour of death unto dtarh in them thus. 


We-now ſhall proceed to the next Enquiry, which is, ho t 
ae that \in. Principles are oppoſit to theſe two Anointings, and t 
Efcis of thew ; and declare their Enmity by their continued War, 
Cara fend ings of Pertnſe, which, fees Cloths end 
a9 , ſane" ; wh nee rc '* 
rig Cres ark ene Pe 

Rig hteomſneſt and Truth are the rwo ſupporters of Chriſt's Throne; 
with the fiſt, God entghtens #ad- quickeos the natural beings of An- 
gelsand men, ' who 10 their muteble and uncertain (tate are ry 
of: Rigberouſneſs, in purity and ; whiltt they att adFrvay 
hie-(trangers ro Truth; that is; and certaincy,” which is xs the” 
Cromwnand Top-(toneto the: firlt Building. And-th e the Light 
of Truth, (which is # clearneſs in add 


ing- before; that doth fix-ir and aſcerraty ir a)l p 

dayb. and conradigtion; andthe icy of Truth, which 's z fted- 

' be Tound 

tier ring”) is 
moſt 


{qa fines and forward inthe wherein 
teous Operation before, to run itt that race, und never 
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molt geceſiary to follow and ſucceed, Where the firtt vor before; as 
thac which is its conſummation and final perfeRtion. mY Ta 

In the breaſt where theſe rwo Lights meer, imbrace, and kiſs each 
ether, chere is the rue Trim and : the Divine 
mind, - which makes all thoſe whezeio it is found, - free © of 
the heavenly Feruſalem and beloved Childrea and yabyeats of Chroſty 
Kingdow ; As itis wrinen, Job, 3-29, 20, 21, Light i cond nts 
the world, Light in both theie reſpeRts, is come co dwell with us in 
out own nature, When the Word was maile fleſh, and rv be amonght 
we, 11 ot mourh and wn any heart, to htar'it and obey 6, Where 
iK is that this.is ſaid 16 be the Condemnation of rbe, Worid, that Light 
i thus cre 5% the perſon of cur Redeemer: rhe ſecond Adans, 44d 
men have notrwithltanding loved Darkneſs better than Light, decuuſe 
of the comrrariety that is ia the rvil deeds of men unto the very nature 
of Light, which meter manifeſt and regrever them, 2nd from thenes 
coneracty barred from evil wen, very whullly;) who love not w be 
EC it ; y hate thus to and-j : aud ther 
ET TEE Eee 
theſe two , of ft and gÞr, 
blacred and enmity agaiolt the: Light of kn ſr and Trath, 
whick ſhipe forthan - jeſus Chrift, os inithe brad) , and | in bis Wits 
ne ore prepay Wn ering, 
ibuod, 2re in general oppohe plcs wo are now peaking of 3 
ad the Roa ot Cauſe: whence thoſe ſpring, is from che love rhar ſuch 
hearts at boctern do-brar unto evil , that is to ſay, a 
and falſhood, . which. they .nnd adhere unto before the Light of 
—_—_ God, winch is wrought our im Cliittand in his men» 
Ad 27 lint refs ward Town wi:2mt wt tos 1217 0077 © 
. Of theſe: lavirt of Darkneſs more ihen Light, we ard confidery 
, faſt; ſuch 2s ore barn blind,' and Sreatready darkided in their 
OO TIT ROT opI dy yo nr 
- Os, ſtcqadly, fuch 44 have thain Light freely refiored co chem 
for ; andy heweeer) fo much of) is, as may make! them fea... 
ſole of-the nevd of more;. and wo di(cern the cans of their perfect 
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ſerve /it:if (a endleſs hfe, without any poſſible danger ever to loſe it 
mor 


& 
For the faſt; It is the condition of all Mankind in general, and 
was the effect thit-followed upon the fn of our firſt Pareacs, by which 
door Death entred and paſſed all men, becauſe in ther all had 
finned.; Nor did this betall the Children beat eraiaduytrnch 
of fin, as if char were the end chat God had in it ; bur, that the works 
of God's Grace ſhould be manifetted thereby : For,no ſooner did the 
diſcaſe and wound ; bur God had provided a Phyfician und 
bealing Medicine, which declared-che Caſe, as yer, ( which Man was 
in) not {o deſperare,- but he might be reſtored; and not only ſo, bur 
have aa addicional-fight gives to him; that ſhould make him ſee 'ber- 
eer than ever he did Joe | 

For the ſecond ; It is alſo-that flare which is common” to all that 
have finned, and upon whoni Death hath paſſed, as to the alienation 
of their minds fromthe Life of God ; whoſe teerh are ſer 0n edge by 
nn apo firſt Parems, 2nd therefore by 
way of free -gift are Tiftored by the benefic of che Ranſoas paid! by | 
the Redeemer on their behalf, zo ſuch a degree of enlghtning and re 
newed Righteous Life; as is # or Candle hgbred in rhe ſoul of 
every one that comes into the World ; in which Grr/e, they are put to 
the/proof of |cheir fairkfulneſs, how far they care or defire to hearker! 
om men mace a wry Law writes in their 

rift, aza Ree Wicneſs them, if it be ſlig 

oy yg [there is qe, gr the keg or 
Conſcience, as alight in a dark place, "that is ever or 8x8. 
Song, ns the zSion doth deſerve, ' To this Light in the 'Conſess 
ence; Witch is the Ear within wo, | malt 'OnR Aut es 
ro matter of information or proof how that ſoul hath ſhewed it ſelf mw 
this fare; whether a Jover of Darkneſs more than vf Light; Yor, 'this 
will either ſhew ir ſelf cur Friend or our Enemy, as we behave our 
ſelves in receiving of ics inftruRtion, and following irs guide, and fub. 
mitting to ics reproof ; For, he that is faichfull in the leaſt, -is' be 
prefurned be wilt be fairbfull in much ; arid be thay is unjuſt inthe 
leaft, wvill be/alſo unjuſt in,couch 5 Sorhar Cheſt wity ery, duty 
fy to7ſuch,: If they bave nor ſhrwcd theinfoloct farikfel in the wn. 
righteous Mammon, or uncertain Riches, who will commit to thivy 
trift the war Treaſure ? And thence it is, that all thoſe who' in this 
fare of proof and tryal-under chix firtt diſpenſation of Zapht, "declaing; 
themſcives Enemjes wn. s fixed! Rebellion, nod aguinſd the 
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have their fight and limbs refiored, to ule them as they ought,” and 
by the Law they are obliged co do, for running with de/rg ht and con... 
tinuange in the race of Gad's Commandement; , 20d had rather periſh 
in thew ove, than believe in Chriſt , and by believing, br freed and 
ſaved from the wrath that is to come. \ 

The Natural Conſcience in this ſenſe corrupted, heardned, and be- 
come unreclaimable, by. refuſing Reproof and ar on new all thoſe 
_—_ ſet about their recovery and reſtitution out of thus their e, 
wader what ever Name or entward Profeſſion of Keligiof, and Drying 
—_— be found in, doth afford the firſt ſorr of Sabjelt;, whereof 
the kingdom of Darkneſs doth conſit ; a Regioa like to chat where A» 
brabam ( coming ia his Travels ) did pronounce, The: fear of God 
is mot in this place ; nothing. of Conſcience was there owned 'or 
praiſed ; bur the Contrary, of open» Prophaneneſſe or Idols. 
"The Third fate is that which is fot of ſuch, geters! extent, bur « 
more peculiar condeſcention and effeft of God's bounty and good wilt 
ts ſome ſinners beyond others , in admitting them to a; farcber and 
bigher proof than the former, and theretore doth vouchſafe them # 
greater meaſure and gift of the Spirit, end, work, of Reſtauration, our 
of their natural blindneſs, and death ; for, with « mighty band, and 
8 ftratched aut Arm, aud with many Suns and Vendors, be brings 
them, as be did Iirael of old, ont of 1 ſe of Bondaye, and by t 
«Angel of bis Preſence, ſaved them from the bands of their Enemues, 
and offered to lead theny into thi®ftate of reſt and immutability, 
which be bad for them, and therein did propyund 7e grve 
thems 4 better fight, and fuller fruntion of himſelf, than in the way 
of meer Reſt anration they could attain wnts, For, 25t0 the Reffow... 
ration and Freedom out of Egype, God's Work was perfet, ard 2 
julit and right God be had ſhewed himſelf to chem ; nevertheleſs, 
they chat were new come to have the uſe of their fight, 2nd their feer 
again ts be waſbed with Water, and anointed with On, and when 
they were 5» their bleed, God bid ahem Love, and made them again 
hwing Souls ; yer, like an unwileand fooliſh People, they very enily. 
requied this bounty 8nd goodneſs of the Lord, 20d wt the Ryeck that 

at them, and of the Ged that formed them they were very wn. 
wrndfal, nnd proved themidves & very froward and provehing Gene- 
ran, (Clnldren tn DAITL aftneſs, nor that cared to vſe 
the 
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rhe means 16 be made fo) when it was offered; aha this robelted and 
vexed bu hoy Spirie + char ty,4s Srever incerprecg it, blu /ybenned 
and refiſted the Holy Ghoſt, and refuſed the Trachings of that Ati. 
z6/try by which the Truth « conveyed in the lows of it, which wand 
forever free them from the power and dominion of fin, and fov ever 
fr thorn in the Kingdow of Chriſt, and makes them Pillars in: God'r 
_ never to be removed, *© |; 
le are rÞey, thac becauſe they (ay they ſee, or have fpbe enough 
already, and neither weed nor deſire beitey, therefore rheir fu remains, 
and is a fin wxto death ; for which, God ſwears in bu wrath, they 
ſhalt nover enter into bu reſt, The light of their eys wpon this, be-= 
comes evsd, and hates thoſe that ſor cleorer and au than them- 
ſelves, and” cannor endure ts bear of now Dybrs that go beyond 
theirs, or that is upon the excr#.ſing more and more unto the perf 
day. 
In this evil mind, there 'is = luſting to againſt the; !7we bears 
and a ſaying in the heart, Come, tos rc and the [nboritance 
ſhall be owrr + which far doth, many times, wo thens, - that 
they become the birtereſ} Enemner to God's choice} Sarnts und dear 
oft Children ; nnd whon they till them, they think they do God ſer- 
vice ; and when they caſt them out, and make them as the ſeu and 
of -[comring of the World, they fay, Ler God be glerified ; theke are 
they that are neither ber nor co/d;, bur under whatever forms of Godls. 
neſs and different perſwa/ions they may be in waiters of God"; Wirſhipy 
do give their ftrength to the commen Enemy of the 119ne Sermry;, and 
e they can no more c/eave the one to the #rber, than the /Fon to 
rep, mh yet they both can (it ardve Table, devifing the defiruchon 
of the true [ppacliter, and rake up their places in the Feer and Toes 
of the great Image, that figured ont th whowerſal Kingdons of Ant i= 

Theſe are the Two oppoſite Principler, unto the Two Anointings 
and the effe?; of 1bem in and upon the rywly Rogenerare ones, In 
Principles arty. y Hyver #9 in bu ſear 200 [witeb!s dobise- 
tiew, toi rhe brats of bis Childven, who is the Parber of af Kevigh- 

oft and Docric ; thee flow from fm ny from their Fowntai 

and Wel*btad ; and be! is their Comntinancey, Prorfbien, and 
Propagation , for the encreaſe 204 enlargement of his Kingdoms. of 
Darkeſt. 

Dyke means of this Twe-fold hatred whit Saran begers in.che ſab- 
jefts of bis Kingdom, ngeinit the Light of God's Olery ſhining in the 
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Face of Chriſt, el raforrrng of theſe that are the ( Members of 
bu AMitical Bedy here an Earth, be blow: up @ continnal War, und 
kyrÞs #n foot 4 fixed Enmity berween the ſub) oils of the one, and of the 
other Kingdom; and the Emmury is Hill rhe fame im eff ett, whenmer 1: 
be and alewed, or diſſe and bid, the harrd and oppoſipion 
js nox the leſ7 ia it (clf,- bur the aff of the io is the worlt, and molt 


s be Heads, with « vifb{e Power, as well as ſowes the Seed of 
it «nwifbbly, in the Children of bu Kingdom ; 2nd either by wiolence or 
os both, hath hever farlrd from the beginaing of the World 
0 this. day ( by tbe wile permiſſion of God ) tor the bring of 1he 
Heels of the Womant Sred in the Hrad and Members ) to ſhew 
himſelt the God, or chief Potenctare and Ruler, in and over the 
whole World : Aad © influence, in ſuch manner, all the vi*ible 
Rule and Authority Ys 76. 5 chat is exerciſed 
oa Earth, and 14 fupporied by lkumane Wild und Power, 
19 the forelaid batrtd nnd propmdice 1gairtt ChriÞ and bis 
ODIC I ONs ganere any of it, in the oye of fl-ſh and 
blood, over the true ſevje s and ſervants of Chriſt ; and bath as 
much 2s js ic bim, las Chrift's Witneſſes, and kept rhews nndey in a 
wot ed and dijperſed condution, Of this, the Seed of Abre- 
a ing in Sow, and fo downward: uatil Chrof'; Incarnatibn 
nnd ( and as the Conſequence thereof, the rejeAina of the 
Serd according to che ficſh ) were the living and known examples in 
their dayes, what Servicudes and'Caprivines were they acc expoſed 
uato, and did. they noc wadezgo 7 Aad at laft che very viſibly of 
thei own Church and $ace, was whally defaced 20d loft, though 
boch of Divice Coaltiudoa, and ſwppormd nor only with divine 
Laws, but with the viſible of the Divine Preleſice; and by 
whom was this People ( upon whom the Name of God was called ) 
brought under, periecuted, and ſupprefied, bur by thoſe who were 
forttold by Das. cb, 2. 40d molt lively repreſented and deſcribed by 
that great {mages which was the tabje of + 
Dream, that none but Daniel could rehearie and inter 
the Perſons and their Succefſors,” that ſhould” be four 
Univerſal Empire, and Command of the Wotld, the continu- 
nace of thoſe known Four Monarchy that have followed fucceſhivel 
voe after another, according a4 they were fore-:old #nd chars@vred 
out Gone thouſand years ago, and artnow 


et, wying 
the 


the time draw  whin oy of —_—_ 
on X the /br the 
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44 " At Fpiftis Generate 1he Plyſtiral Body of Chriſt. 
Abraham, {hall be made beiys even of the World, by Faich ? and 
what was done by Abraham, in Figure and Type, as to his 
overabe Four Kings, Gen.'14. mutt have its accompliſhment in 
abry and Truth, by thoſe of his ferd, char-are the 2198 /ſract in Spi- 
cit, who by the Spitit of Life enring inco them ac che 
time, together with the Charge commited to then, of pouring out 
the ſeven Vials of the laſt Plaguer of God, ſhall brig the fical 
downfal nnd deſlruftion of theſe Four Monarchs, on in and witch ic, 
of the Kragdon of ihe Beaſt, and of Antichriſt ; 20d brigg bowe 4+ 
£ark, and receive the true Hy omg i horrors, Ay rar 
— thus World, all this time wander the' Power of thew Op- 
— as it did befal Jſrac! after the fleſh, tax wore Alraben' 
Natural Sred, under the three firſs Monarchics, — 
Fourth, ( cur Saviour ſuftering, Dearb under the, Rowen £ mpire ) 
ace the Srripeareryery plaih and expreſs ( Fame Tr rs af! wr 
inal eze ) that the /frarlafrex the fob, ye rr 
the room and place of the former, und af ihe god Ole Tre 
yet) engraſted upon the ſame Stock and Root of the gord Olvoe Tree, 

the rae anointed One, op artery er, Reatiens, as he is 
hone ener rn. whole f ſtanding u by Path... thac it 

elver, nnd-become hardraed, and r the Anuſtry of 

G ( as the Jews, that were cheir P 7, did ) app = 
then make it appear ( alſo in the Caſeof latter Jews ( who fay 
they are ſo, but having not the Spirit and Nature of true Faith in 
arg ws de te, and decerve themſelver aanell au #thert ) that it i mes 
at the Root, bur the /Roorrthar bexrs ther, who werefore 

rom"); manger eg reac and eace more not bnly ſbete 
the Earth, but the Hedvens;, nithough called Chriftian, to make 
way for that XKingdew' of bis that cannot be ſhaten, whereet we 
have already ſhewed ; 20d bow nigh this is accompliſbing, 2nd 1s 
even ur the very doors , we (ſhall have occalbon to make meation of 
moge- pariculatly,” aq che -ntar 22d. laft Parucular we ace.co ſpeak 
KOO. 6.0 

mn beruetlnnan, ler me only misd you of ſome frw 
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An Epiſtle Orneral to the Myflical Bod) of Chrifh, 45 
Chriſt j about the end of which period, that Empire, as Hearber, 
diflolved, and a new face of things, in Charch and State, roſe ent of 
it, ar loft, for ſo mnch as concerned that part of the World, which 
ther upon in Name became Chriſtian, 
And becauſe the Spiricaal part of the Church at that ſame yime 
began to be molt ſwppreſſed, being forced co fly from the fury of the 
into « widerneſs-ftate and condition ; therefors the vithle 
Conllituted Frame of Civil as well as Ecclefiafticd Power, called 
Chriſtias, were repreſenced wato Job; The Firft, under the ſeven. 
braded and ten horned Braff that came ont of the Sea; And the Se, 
cond, under the 1wo-borned Beaſt that came ont of the E arih, nniwer» 
able to what was under other funilicudes, intimaced of them is the 
Tran 5, and the Feet and Torr of Nebuchbadnez nar / N 
part of Tron, and part of Clay; Whereby the ron nite ws 
vid Power us it became Chritban , and retaining fill the Reliques of 
the Kaman Empire ; and by the Feet, part of Iren and part wry 
is meant, the Eccleſiaſtical Srate and Power Papel, and 
Reformed ; as an carthly Jernſalew yet wiſtble, and both enennes ts 
the Jernſalem ado and yet not very good friends between 
themſelves, whoſe contunnance i medſured out by the time of the fix 
Trumpets ; that 1s to ſay, inthe exercite of theſe dithinet Powers 
under the Name Chriſt1an ; . the ove, [mperial and Magrfiratical ; 
the #rber, Spiritual and Ecclifraſtical ; 1n the rwo Horns and branches 
of at, precended unto, of Divine Right and Infticutios ; or whecher it 
be more diffulive in a Colle&tive of Church-Rulers; and as 
more parucularly it is expreſſed to laft rwelve bundced and fhaty Pro» 
phedcal dayes ; that is cofay, *yrars, in the x2, 12,and 13 Chap, of 
the Revelanon: ; and by comparing what is ſpoken and deicribed in 
the forelaid Chaprers, with Chapter 17, concerning this Conflizucioa 
and Face of the Chrifian Church and State, that was foreſeen to riſe 
up our of the diſſolution of the Heatheniſh Roman Empire, aod the 
driving into the Wilderneſs the- Spiritual part of the Church, made 
of , choſe who are ſaid, for the heavenlinels of their Principles and 
verſe, to be thoſe char dwell in Heaven, chep. 12, verſ, 12. and 
chap.1 3.6, It ſeems very plain, that upon the Diſputes that was like» 
ly to ani ia the Chriflan Ecclefatlical Stare and Government, upon 
& bottom of the Papacy und Rule in the Church, by oat voiverſal 


ville tleyd oder Chrift, here Earth, as one of the Hons be. 


to tbe ſecond Bealt, called che Little Horn ( men, 
Nagy PR becauſe be ye! Pocenc, nad for a jog time wa 
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able to upbold his Authoricy without any confiderable cruelty and di. 
vilian that was viſible Bat in proc of rm the (cparation 2nd di. 
vihon happened, as ( in mentioning of the rwo. horned Beaſt ) 
did fore-rell, there would alwayes be within the bowels of the viſible 
Church of the ourward Court-wor « more and a lefy 

ted and backſhden part , the one of which with che orher, 
would or be likened to the car ernſalems, in the [1 
en Earth, hoe the done an 

killing the Heir himſelf in he came them ; HR 
might be to Samaris 22d the worſhippers of rreboam! Calver, wher 
that he had headed the tn Tribes in cheir defecbon, noe only in the 
Civil State, but from the wm 
wo God's Ordinances This latrer being 


acy, and all chat uae Pep ut 
—— » hd Head of the vitidle 
ſeveral Scares nnd Dominions of the Chriſtian "—H_ 
ting out the Ferwſalem that now is, and @ to Sondage with ber 


dren, 7% \watagroes on the one hand, #nd from 
chem that dwell in Heaven, as hens Caine of the Jermſale w that 
nts mars rhe ger ptr oe to the Pro- 


Los, 


miſe) os the other tand : accou  Anitcbrs- 
fian id Heretical; wnd the HOLES aod Erreneow,, Fa. 
natical nnd bemens, 


ob. 
— the wg, Touch not, rafts not, bandle not, as Objetts of 
arſhip, which ſeed moſt the ourward ſenſes) doth make n 
nar yenn rug top having the Form of weſt, buy de- 
the Power of it ; and wichdrawing from, and the 
1 of the Promiſe, ar nf xG ee barry bieck #nd of 
the free Woman : opmdagngen tbe 47» OL 
ſcribed by Job» in his x Ep. 2.19 went our Gabor 
were not of ut ; for thy bd er of, they —w 
ettttinued with ws, nnd not have made n manifeft 
; that is to ſay, from being ST 14, 
a1 in 
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ng! Few their wn C , the Jews, whom 
- 24 thoſe Churches of in Judes dd mes bm 
whe beth trllied the Lord Jofen, and ther rwn Prophets, nnd chaſed 
ou the cbighelt of the Apoliles trom amoog?t chem ; aud they pleaſed 
not God, and ave contrary ts all men; forbidding, under XN 
too wb lam larity with the Heathen and prophace Workd, wat the 
CONE qu: ay pF rs they might be 
ſaved, every way hiig up , dad bringing wrath 
ſel yes ta the unermolt, => 
This is the Woman which John Gow in Ryv. rt. that was drach 
wth the bleed of the Sarnts, ver. 6. and with the bleed of rhe cheiceft 
Marin of Feſm ;, ut which he wondred with great admiration, as 
lictle expeSing tw find what he ſaw, of to reade that name wriven 
upon her forehead, which he did, of Ay the great, the 
wot ber of Formic ation! and Abomindtions of the th , with whow 
the Kmg1 and [nhabitans of the Earth commut Farmeation, und have 
been made drank, wich it : For ac laſt her unchafte, whonſh (pi- 
ric to her Lord aod Huaband, is diſcovered and made manitet}, by the 
rejecion of him in bis Members, and by the Combination and 
Chojunicn which (he is found 11 with the ſeven. beaded 20d tow: 
berned Beaſt nnd his Adberents, under the Papery, thereby wo 
War with bis #1r2eſſos n0d (hy them, 2nd expoſe their dead bodies 
to ſhame and reproach in the (ireers of this carrbly Fernſalous ; who 
for her Apoliacy aod fierce Enmity agaialt the true T 
wo! ſhippers, 14 y calied Sodons 20d Egypt, where alſo our 
we cracified ; and though (he bave firengthened her (elf, as cone thet 
forr mon many Wanev1, 1d who 13 the City that reigns over the 
mm ge ohtr men of Name ) of the Earth, which 
of the earthly Jornſolem x16; yet (ayes be) God determines 
to brang bevy ts Judgment , 2nd,n order thereuno, the Inftruments be 
will therein, are the ſeveral Pocentaces and Kingdoms, ther 
have their Power tt the Papacy, who, at the time t 
ſhall ad ir theis Ineereſi to agree and become of one mind, in hacred 
of thig Where, or wochalte Spouſe of Chritt, that frrech upon Peoples, 
and Mukioudes, 2nd Nations, and Torgues, 2nd ſhall therefore com- 
bine together 16 nate ber deſolate ard natrd, and ſhall cat ber fiſh, 
and barn ber with fire ; For God bath pur it into their hearts wo fulfil 
his Will, is this Judgment, which they ace to execure, 2s Nebachad.. 


Caked be Lally th toe ved prin, rn 
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they ſhall agree and 


48 Anz Eptle Grnrral'to the Myſtical 
joynuly their Counſel, Authority and n fu and mainre- 
__ of the Brat, that is the firſt aod chiet Horn of the ewo-horned 
which is the Pa And how to « right jnterpreration 
oe thingy a ths 1708 Che, be br 3 Rep, Gotirees Tor ny 
, according to the alual 
mbane by chis Where, which 1s not denied So 

Pa io —_— part, and to beallo = Whore and Mother of 
Fornicatons ; but (he is fo # and not and wn. 
der the ſbew 73 ming + — ——_ ſecret 
in ir, to find her out, as there is in the ocher caſe. 

We come then 1n the laſt place, as the Concluſion of the whole, to 
fhew what Word and part of his Counſels, cqnrained 1n the Promiſes 
and Prophecies not accompliſhed, the Lord 1 now fulfilling in 
theſe preſent —_ tions of our day ; and this, by the compariog 

, and obſerving what hech been 
fu Rs ho ee of Chis afecies 6s and what 
Figns he hach before given of the times wherein we now are. 

There is more politive and expreſs in the Scriprure, as may 
appear by what hath been already mentioned, ( and for which many 
Texts might further be alledged) than this, That there is & 
Kingdom of the Everlaſting Gefpel, which neither "can wer ſhall be 
atn.ooadtt bi oen the Page bee 1 ths rl which 
ſhall land firm 3s # Roc againſt all oppolxion, nad come forth os © 
en ee? dadfments aber lends; that muſt break down 
the viſible heads, which the Serpent hath kept up in and over the 
whole Earth, for theſe many thouſand years her; by the means 
whereof the true Children and Heirs have been ep: out of their Poſ. 
ſeſſhon, and have been neceſſizared tro » Witneſſing and 
condition in « way of Sufterings, and of utmoſt cruel 6 
oppeeſſioas from their implacable Enemies ; to whom it deen 
given to make and continue War with them, till the courſe of Suffer- 
mgs be finiſhed. Of this b44rey Cup, the Caprain of cur Salvation 
drank the deepeſt draught, and had the greateft ſhare ; And left we 
ſhould think he had put ———— his Members by 
one Death oa the Croſs, he dealt plainly with his Diſciples in this 
point, bath before his Death, and ub durin g the forty dayes he ſpent 
upon Earth after his RefurreRtion ; agparin Fu, Juv} re 
had hopes to have ſeen him in his own Perſon ſpeedily in bis King- 
dom, before his Sufferings, and were defirous the one to fic ot his 
right hand, and the other at his left, in that day of his Glory and 
Power 
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Power, he'intimates to them immediately that there is a — 
requiſic to be wrought in all that (hall be t worthy of ow 
nity, Which is, ts drink, of the ſame Cup, and to be baptized witht 
ſame Bayeiſm that be was baeized with, according to that true and 
faithful ſaying, If we die with bim, we ſhall live with bim; if we 
(after with bis, we ſhall reige with biw, And ſo, when all the Di- 
i(cples together, a lictle betare his Aſcention, 4#.1.6,8. arked him, 
ſaying, Wilt thew at this tine reſtore the Kin to Iſracl t his An- 
(wer 1s in effect this to them, That until Iſrael”: witnefſing-work be 
over and finil that —— them to Rule, and npen their 
Enemies for the Judgment and Deſtruction appointed unto 
ly men,that muſt firlt precede ;the reignung-work, which they too much 
logked for, and thirſted after, would not come, nor the dayes of it 
begin. Now this witneſſing-work, which is to be finiſhed by the true 
Iſrael of God,as the needful and requifit Preparation of you to Reign, 
is, What « to be in thew uyon their own hearts ; and, what to 
be wrenght by you 4s 4 T effimany born and given ts the World on God's be- 


And the latter of theſe is uſually made uſe of by God to accompliſh 
the former, fince al chat will live godly Cel Fe ( ing forth 
gy Him, mt __ the Work) nt Les Con- 
verſation, ſhining as Lights in the World ) [offer Perſecution, 
and are ſure to be Me meetet by che Wet Ee oath 
Ape and means that may prove their Faith and Patience. 
And Tryals, which thus give proof of their Faith, do cauſe Pa- 
RITA EASN SARS AY, FL ALY, BN are not thoſe 
meet veſlels fitted for their Maſter's uſe, as that he will dignifie them 
to appear has Throne, in theur hearts; and | 
them with a Power of Rule ; ſo,as at their wor by their prayers, 
all things ſhall become potſible to them ; hee they bind on Earth, 
ſhall be bennd in Heaven ; and what they looſe tn Earth, be 
looſed in Heaven : For greater works than Chrit himſelf did when 
—- Cots they ſhall do, becauſe he is gone 40 his 
Secondly, The witneſhng-work is not only to be wrought in them, 
os ng ne rig eden oy puter mp hnbeng, 
their ( by them to (hew forth his Wiſdom and Power, to the 
74 Ts], ip; ta 7 x er 
the Light of it muſt be given out, and born in the fight, and for 
the profit and good of others, The SukNe not in chamfebres cine 
i 


go ok Pyiffle Cimeral ts rhe Wl cal Body of Choi. 
ſhould benefit by it ; unto whom the favour of the knowledge of 
Chriſt, minifired by his fairhful Witnefles in their ſeveral places, and 
callings, will _ in the flac, cither 2 ſavenr of Hife ante life, or of 
death unto death, according as either it is received and valued, or re- 
jected and expelled. No man ( faith Chrift ) when be hath lighted 4 
(Candle, partech it in x fecrert place, neither ander « Buſb el, but on 4 
Candieffich, that they that rome 1# way ſee the light : which Scrip- 
ture is interprered, 1 Cor, 14.24,25, where the i is given, 1n 
meeting of the whole Church cogerher, u» owe placy ; that is, as many 
viſible Saints and Believers as could well hear one another, in the 
[_ they aſſembled in for rheir common Edification. In which 
rch-mecting they were a3 a Golden Candleffich , that did in fuch 
manner hold forth the ſhining Light of Chrift's Trath and Holineſs, to 
thoſe that came in, and were lookers on, and werenot of the Society, 
chat by the Spiric of Prophecy, which in and among them of that par- 
ticular Church was exercaſ it {6 fell out, that whoever came - 
down 


defirous to learn and þe inſtructed, be was commenced of all, be was 
of al, and the ſecrets of his heart were ſo manifeſt, that falli 
an his Face, he worſhipped God, and went our and reported, that God 
wa# 1% them of a truth, 

This is then the ſecond ſort of Wirnzfing-work' which by Chrift 
was intruſted ro his Diſciples 5nd Followers, to be exerciſed and im- 
ployes in,according to their ſeveral places and callings, till his rerurn, 
in he day wherein he Id 


is to come S bo in Righteouſ- 
neſs, that is,take an account, who are that it themſelves 
as the ought to doin theit wimeding-iations and cal ings, 2nd what 
fauic their witneſs had, how it took place in the hearrs of others 
whom they converſed, and what returns wey mer wirh from 2 wi 
ind ingratefvl world for all the labour of Love and Service rhey ſhew« 
&d amongfi them : Of all which, Cinift inrends to take x forms! and 
pudicial account at the time of the end that is fer by him to this wit. 
- work, in his witneſles, that upon this employment, Propheſying 
in ſack-cloth, were to continue #8 in conſtant war and violent perſtecu. 
tion from the Powers of the world for wwelve hundred and fix 
together. At the end of which time, the t or time of Wrath 
is to. cime ; not that which is the final and Wrath of the 
great Day, but a like ing of God rowards the World, in plead - 
— gry Sword,upon the fini the Teftimony of his 
irnefles, as be did by Water upon the firſt World, where be made 
axilible difliinRtion berween the Wicked and the Righrenes, and be- 
tween 
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tween Lg are 
i plant — ft tem axledy 
is plainly c . £1,158, : 001 were , 
—— and the tive of the Dead, or the Cauſe of thy Cain re 
jetted Witneſſes, that they ſhould be , and an Inquiſition made 
after their Blood, and the hard uiage they have met with in the 
World, in order now t© receive Countenance and Reward for theis 
Sufferings, ac cording to the nature of ther, and the condition and 
place in which they their Witneſs, whether they were 

ot Saints, that fear Grd's None, ſmall o great ; and to yeeld Ven- 
geance and Dettruction to impenitent and hardned Sinners, that they 
may n0 longer carrupe the Earth, 

And therefore, as in this place we may (ee, Chrift li up his 
Candles in the World, of all ſorts and fzes, and i in all places 
of it from Eaft to Weſt, and hath given the Light of his Glory and 
Ki mn CS peed renont 

in all the World, as a Witneſs to all Nations ; and i 1ate= 
ly after this is finiſhed, then the End comes, the End that God will 
manifeſt of his patience and long-ſuffering which he hath exerciſed 
rowards the Ww'd, in forbearing to avenge the Cauſe of his 4d, 
hich hath been night and CPG_A_e Mmm, How lang, Lord, bow 
long 1 which in this day of his Wrath he will avenge, and that ſpeedi- 
ly, and cut rhe work. ſhort in Kightremſneſs, 
And becauſe we have ſaid, the Candles or Lamps which Ged lights 
up in the World, for this bis Witnefſing. work, ever fince his Aſcen- 
non to this day, (according to the Commiſſion he gave to his Diſci- 
Al#.x,$. and in them to all his Saints (mall and great that fear 
s Name (as we (hewed before ) are of ſeveral fizes and kinds, it 
may not be 1 to declare them. 
As firlt, Their Wi -Lights may be ſuch as are in publick 
Office and Place in the vifible Church; and fo are cicher thoſe that aze 
in the Miniſtry, or thoſe that give theur Witneſs, as the Body of ſame 
particu 100,that own themſelves in the fight of the world 
a5 a Golden CAT 
ſible Saints in order and praftice of the Goſpel, according to their 
meaſure and light. And under this firft bead will fall all Corts of Prin- 
ciples and Pt of Godlineſs, that make the Rule of the Word 
and Spirit of God, (the Balkexes of the Santtnary ) the Standard by 
which they defire ro regulate themſelves in their Doarine, Worſhip 


and Converſation, what-ever difference in Principles, or dliniiey, of 
H 2 : 
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the knowledge of Chriſt they are under, as hath been before opened 
md diſtinctly ſpoken unto. 

Secondly, Their Wicneſſing-Lights may be Publick Perſons, with 
relation to their Ofkce in the Efracy ; For it is by ve, faich Chriſt, 
that Kings reign, and Princes ds fufhce : So that in the adminiſtrati- 
on of pure and = Joftice, as a Magiltrare, in whatever Place 
and Calling we are (et by God, and 2 lawful Appointment from men, 
we keep on the right way, without turning on the right hand or on 
the lefr, for fear or favour, diſcovering a juſt mind, that is, a con 
ſtant and perpetual, or unchangeable will, to do right to all, what- 
ever diſcouragement, oppoſition and hatred we meet with in doi 
our duty, This is a Light before men, which Chriit will own in the. 
day of his appearance, to have been for his Service, and ſhall nor 
go without its due reyard, 

Thirdly, There are alſo the ſame witneding Lights in- the lefſer 
yn of every man's particular tation and calling, which ſhine. 

in a perſonal, righteous, and blameleſs converſation ; or where 
their vote or conſent 1s given, in reference to the good of the Church 
or State, or to the private Rule which every Maſter and Head of a Fa- 
mily is by Chriſt entruſted with in reference to his own Children and 
Family, who are under his charge, and not ſo much at their own 
diſpoſe as his, who hath a right over them by God's Law and man's ; 
and by the duty of this relation,every man may be ſomewhat directed, 
even by the world, what he 1s what Witneſs he pives, in the 
meaſure of the and Light of Chriſt he hath received ; and 
ſhall accordingly be taken notice of and judged by Chriſt, in the day 
ef his Judgment, miniftring Perdition to ungodly men : 1n this little, 
afaithfulneſs to Chriſt is expeQed, and that according to the meaſure 
of Light received, and the Anointing we are under, of which there 
hath atready the ſeveral and kinds been made known. 

The uſe therefore that Chriſt makes of this Light in the world, that 
theſe ſeveral wayes he makes to ſhine like Lightning from the Eaſt 
* the Weſt, from Fern/alem to the urmolt ends of the Earth, is, as to 
the world, to leave them without excuſe, and ripen them as white 
kelds, to the harveſt of his juſt Vengeance, when the time is to put 
wm his Sickle, And as to the Witneſſes themſelves, to _ upon them 
a time of refreſhing and reit from the preſence of the in the hghe 
of their very Enemies, where -a Table ſhall be prepared for. them, 
and their Cup ſhall be made to overflow. 

This thn bring he Tetumony thar muſt be iſhed and theſe th 
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Witneſſcs in their ſeveral Places and Callings, who have been im- 
in dearing and giving their Teſtimony in the World ever fince 
it's Aſcention ; the courſe whereof hath had its progrefs from 
Eaſt to Weſt, and is now come to theſe utmoſt ends of the Earth. 
The Scriptures do with great clearneſs, as to the preſent diſpenſati- 
ons of our day, teach us three things. Faiching * 
Firſt, That this Teſtimony is now its nicht int in t 
World, and upen theſe times are ocughe all dhe concrtng endfzon= 
—_—_ and CharaRers thereof. 

y, That the time of the End, that is to ſay, the fore-told- 
of day, in which Chiilt is to judge the World in Righteouſneſs, ſo as 
to make up his Jewels on the one hand, and gather them Ty = 

y 


cious Fruits into his Granary ; and to kindle an Oven of his 
V 


£, to bura up the VVicked root and branch, and gather 
the Tares to de burnt in unquenchable fire, is at the very 
doors, and ready to open it ſelf upon us, as the day of Redemption to 
the Good, and Terror and Amazement to the Wicked. 

Thirdly, That this Day ſhall begin with the Rifing of the V'Vir- 
neſles, clothing thoſe that then ſhall be in the World, with ſech a 
Miniſtry of Power and Glory, as ſhall qualifie them to diſcharge their 
ſeveral Witneſi-bearing Duty, beſore ſpecified, with great applauſe, 
and good ion from the Wold, God permitting none to fland 
before them rhat make refiſtance or oppoſition, which ſhall be as « 
neceſlary fore-running diſpenſation for Chriſt's Perſonal Manifeftati- 
on and Rule on Earth 4 thouſand years ; but by theſe Savieurs that 
thus (hall be bronght up upon Mane Zion, 2% 4 Stone cut owt without 
bands ; New Heavent and a new Earth, wherein dudleth Ri ghreamſneſs, 
R_ cn an. the four yu utterly broken youm 

ro ; andt ingdons of Antichrif, and the Be ou 
to final _ 6 and defirudtion, o Ps F: - 

The very mennaning of theſe three Particulars, without alledging: 
particular places of Scripture, will bring them to your mind, which 
teach and ſpeak expreſly concerning the-truth of them, and the matrer 
of faRt it ſelf,as to what progreſs and courſe this witneſſing-work hath 
made from Jades, where frft it was lighted, ſtep by flep, mts all. Na- 
tions and Kingdoms all th: World over, who have been acquainted 
with theſe VVitnedles, and have ſeen their Light ſhining in theſe Gol- 
den Candleſticks, and can give an acccunt how from time ts time 
Gey have been put out and removed from one place to anetber,rill ac 
Laſt the bodies of theſe rwo Prophets are found dead in the fireers "5 
the. 
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the earthly Jeruſalem, and ſpiritual Egype and Sodom, if they might be 
ſuffered ro into theur Graves — ſurely it is not a great 
wiſdom that theſe Witneſles are called Twe, confdering the rwe di- 
ſtin& Miniſtries of Chrift which they bear witneſs unto, and how each 
Miniſtry hath wo, out of _ mouth ir receives its Juſtification. 
But further, That this Teftimony is _ its finiſhing point, let us 
ire whether the laſt ſlaying of itneſſes,declared by the kghe 
of their dead bodies ( Rev. x 1.) fit to be put into their Graves, be not 
already before our eyes. The right opening and underſtanding where. 
of is of great uſe, as a key to many other moſt conſiderable and dif. 
ficule Scnptures. Theſe rwo Witneſſes, as they juſtific Chrift's ſecond 
Miniſtry,the knowledg of him in ſpirit, are the Saints in their invifible 
Church-ltate,fled into the Wilderneſs, from the violence and rage of 
Perſecution, which Satan tirred up againſt them by the vikbleChurch, 
and Powers of the Civil Rule & Government,called in for affiftance. 
How theſe Witneſſes are two, we have ſhewed, being the wwo Or. 
ders of Believers, which Chriſt's Myſtical Body hath been ever con- 
fiſting of, —_ rather myſtically hgured out,than appeating as they 
are, in the truth and brightneſs of their proper Glory, as Heirs of the 
Spiric of Promiſe in the ſingle and double portion thereof, 
Theſe in their Spirit, Nature and Principles have been diſowned, 
p__ and ſlain, by the viſible Church, (as much as in them lies) 
EX 


of them to the utmoſt of bodily ſufferings and harms ; and 
this from the time that the viſible Church hath d rated, grown 
Papal, and been defended by the tex horns of her Civil Government 
in the Weſtern Empire of the World ; and the ſharpeſt and moſt 
bicrer Enemies to theſe two Witneſles are the Reformed part of the 
viſible Church, who declare their ripeneſs to be rejeted by Chiift, 
and have the flood of the Papal Power and Tyranny let in upon them, 
as they hate and rejed the heavenly Seed and ſpiritual of the 
Church, and can find opportunity to go back again into ConjunAion 
with the Corrupt part of the viſible Church, to hinder the growth of 
that which is Spiritual, rather than to go forward and become one 
with it, So that it might be made G4 in the whole progreſs the 
Goſpel hath made from Eaſt to Weſt, the Reformed part of the 
Church never loſt ground, nor was ſwallowed up again by the Papa!, 
till ir ſelf firſt took up its ſtand, as to going on forward, and refuſed 
to be more Spiritual and ——_— being enemies hereunto, 
than any other whatſoever. And the teſt demonſtration of this, 
is given in the laſt aR of this Enmity that hath been aRed, and is yer 
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in Qing to the laſt Mavphcer which is to be made of the Witneſſes in 
order to expoſe rheir dead bodies in the open ftreers of this Earrbly 
Jeruſalem, where are as ſpectacles to be ſeen three dayer ( that 
1s, years) and ax half, by them of Peoples, and Tongues, and Kin- 
dreds, and Nations, headed by the » Who fnall not ſuffer rheir 
an DES agent gym 
erw/alom, were willi todo it, as © yo 
at the fight of their dead bodies, bue ſhall rather chuſe to 44 thoſe 
dead Carkaſes in way of contempt from any further proſecution of 
them, ; and inſtead thereof, apply themſelves with the ſtrength of cheir 


whole Party, to (trengiben and befiege the earthly Feraſalem, in whoſe 
{treers the dead Carkaſes of the Wirnefles are to lye (in a way of open 


oach to be gazed upon) and ſhall make a _— ainſt it ( as 
Zach. 14.2.) r= to batrel, ſo as the event of it ſhall - the taking of 
the City, and the utter ruine of rhat part of the viſible Church, di- 
Ringuithed from the other by the Name of Reformed ; which when 
it happets, will be a Fourth figs : and by conjecture, this work is al- 
read and materials for this Sizge, arc not only in readineſs, and 
the Deen laid, and the Parties agreed, rhat are to undertake it, bat 
the open Defiance to the Bartel is given, and both fides fixed in their 
reſolutions to abide the iffue, which will not exceed the term of three 
years axd an half, before it be = decided. Upon which decifion, 
that, according to Du. 2.43, is to happen berween theſe two parts of 
the viſible Church, immediarely after they find they carmor pitch up- 
on the _ precing up together wh pron thoſe that dwell in Heaven, 
though it be boch their inrerefts, and that rhey earneftly defire and la- 
bour it, Nay, this Aowne of Oliver, on which this ſecond pair of 
Witneſles, or viſible part of the Church Reformed are, that (hall 
( Zack, 14.4.) cleave allo i= the mitef, ' x4 oc being vble to hold 
together, or to faften the one co the arhier ; and the one part 

go toward the 54 mto down-ripht Popery ; the other into the 
weſt, at the vac diltance, and greareft contrariety one to the other 
that igimaginable ; fo as Buff of this Mountain of viſe Sains in 
Name felt reweve Nerth, devper into the Apofiacy ; aid the other 
half Swnb, trearet 10 the wen] nnomnny. And inthis flare of 
—_ Leno barn edep ingdom of the Clay topieces ; 
And egain;that Kingiom of Clay ſhall divide and remove, one balf 
to the Ealt, and the other to rhe Weft, caufing a molt terrible Earth- 
quake, as in the dayes of Fexih, at which time / of this Earth- 
queke ) the tenth part of the Papat Sea, thatt make a fins] defeRtion 
116 
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from het ; and the Lord my God ſball come, and all the Saints with ther; 
that is toſay, He ſhall Mutter up his Heavenly Troops, and take to 
himſelf his great Power, in'which be ſhall begin to reign, by the exe- 
cuting of his Wrath and divine Vengeance upon his Enenues, in the 
p_ out the ſeven vials, which « the tae of the end; that is toſay, 
of ending the 1260 years for the two Witneſles Propheſying in Sack- 
cloth, and the Womans remaining in the Wildeineſs, and the time 
when the rifing of the Witneſſes doth begin, and that Saviewrs ſhall 
come upon Mount Sion,and judge the Mount of Eſan ſpiritmally, as the ten 
Kings thall judge them outwardly, and give the fleſh of the Whore to 
be torn in pieces and burnt with tire, Theſe, with others that might 
be alledged,are the charaers and fgns, to — the firſt particular, 
that the Teſtimony which Chriſt declared ſo long ago, was to be given 
by the Preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdem in all the World, and 
unto all Nations, is upon its finiſhing point, 

The Second, which is the ending of that Diſpenſation, and the be- 
ginning of a new one, by the pouring out of t ſeven vials, to the 
utter deftruRion of Antichriſt's Kingdom, and the cutting out the 
ſtone without hands, in preparation to the perfeRt deliverance of the 
Church out of Babylon, and the compleat bringing them our of their 
Captivity, in order to the atual Reſtoring the Kingdom of ſrael, is 
that we fat likewiſe give ſome ſhort diſcovery of, 

Two things are comprehended in the Reſtoring the Kingdom to 
Iſrael ; Firlt, Iſrael it ſelf, the true Inhabitants and Citizens of the 
New and Heavenly Jeruſalem, mult be reſtored to a Kingdom, that is 
a viſible incorporated Society of SubjeRs, relating to the true David 
their King, as their Soveraign and gnly Law-giver, diſclaiming all 6+ 
ther reigning or exercifin ing inon over them. * 

Secondly, Over 1ſrael, thus refiored to be a Kingdom, Chriſt will 
ſhew and own himſelf viſibly their King,and the Univerſal Monarch 
over the whole World, who at that time ſhall be one Common- 
wealth of 1/rael, and Children of Abrahaw, under one of the two 
Covenants, yielding cither true or feigned Obedience ; if not out of 
Love, yet from the fear of Wrath & Divine Vengeance, begun to be 
revealed and poured forth upon all the Diſobedzent. For no ſooner 
ſhall the Vials begin to be poured out, but the time is come of Chrift”s 
Wrab, that is to ſay, when he ſhall come forth in the viſible execu. 
tion of his Royal Office and Power amongſt them, in the hands cf 
his undoubred Officers, executing Judgment upon all that ſhall with- 
ſand his Peoples Freedom, and coming oat from under —_ 

ity 
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ſervitude and bondage under the Kingdom of Antichriſt, and this in 
order to 1ellore {ſrar! unto tuch a conftitution of a Kingdom which 
Chiiftis co cxerciſe over them, during the ſpace of 2 thoutand years. 

And therefore that which firlt begins this new diſpenſation, called 
the t19we of the end, is the rifing of the Witneſles by an extraordinary 
pouring out of the ſpirit,as the larter ran, Which like Life from the dead 
thall enter into them and ſet them upon their feet, and qualifie thoſe 
in office amongſt them, as theix Rulers in State or Church, with a like 
and us power than- was given in the Type and Figure, to Moſes 
and Elias, at whoſe word the eanh was ſmitten with viſible plagues 
and curſes as often as they ſaw cauſe to promote the end for which 
they were (ent and employed ; and (© it be again,in a much more 
| —_— diſpenſation, thereby to rettore and conſtiture /frae/ into a 

ingdom, in deſpite of all oppoſition ; wich plainly evidences, that 
ſuch a diſpenſation as this, is neceſlary,as that which muſt be prepara- 
tory and conducing to give the actual being and conſtitution of a 
King to a People that are found in (0 great and univerſal a (tate 
«f ſervitude and bondage,far beyond that which/ſrae! was in,to whom 
Moſes was (ent to bring them our of Egype, Therefore bebeld the dayes 
come, ſaith the Lord, Jet, 23. 7, 5. that they ſhall no more ſay, the 
Lord liveth which brought the Children of Iſracl out of the land of E- 
g£1Þt, but the Lord liyeth, which brought np,and which led, (a parallel dif- 
pznſation to Aoſes his bringing them up, and leading thews as &@ borſe in 
the Wilderneſt , Efay 63.) the ſeed of the houſe of Iſrael ont of the 
North Connmry, and from all Congtries whither 1 had driven them, and they 


* ſhall dwell in their own land. 


The ſpiritual ſeed of Iſrael, driven in the time of the Gemilerinto 
theWilderneſs,and kept ſlaves to the higheſt degree,during the reign 
of Antichriſt, muſt have a time of gathering and ringing up into 
their land under their own King, and the Nation that hath kept them 
in bondage, God himſelf muſt and will judge more fignally than he did 
Pharach and the Egyptians; by which means this tone that hath been 
fallen upon, and tupprefſed for ſo many hundred years, even theſe 
fixed, unmoveable,chafſte followers of the Lamb, muſt riſe and fland 
again upon their feet with great power and — ſo as they ſhall 
not anely be a burthenſome ſtone for all people that burthen them- 
ſelves with it, Zach, 12. 3. to the cutting them in p! though 
the people of the earth be gathered rogether againſt ; but ver, 
$, 6. In that day ſalth the Lard, ' will make the Groernours of Tudah 
liks an bearth of fire in # ſkeaf, ICI Nr 
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bout, on the right hand and on the left ; and Feruſalin ſhell be inhabited 
T—_ , even 1n 34 Bar br the Lord hineſelf ſhall de. 
end in that day Jeruſalem, and be that # feeble amongſt them ſhall be «4 
David, and the houſe of David as God, as the Angel of the Lord before 
them ; ſo as the Governours of Tudah ſhall ſay,there us ſlrength to me, and 
to the Inhabitants of Feruſalem, inthe Lord of Hoſts their God, * 
I know it is and will be Objected,that theſe places refer ro the con- 
verſion of the Few, that are the natural ſeed of Abrahew , which are 
xpefted to be fult received again, as Life from the dead, before theſe 
Ta ſhall be accompliſhed. In Anſwer to which, I hall only ſay, 
There will indeed,upoen the rifing of theWitneſfles, that ſeed of Abre- 
h:m appear and be made manifeſt, that are the true and p_ ews, 
2 Nation advanced in love and glory from God, above all ot ati- 
ons and People, of which an account hath been given before; and then- 
it will be found,no other Jewiſh Nation are to be eyed, but as they fall 
within and are comprehended amongſt the Gentile fulneſs of thoſe- 
Nations that are to le ſaved, ; 
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WHEREIN 


1s brief grocer by ſeveral Prophetical Sip 
turer, from the beg _ of Geneſis to the end of the! 
Revelation, the Ron » PxoGrESSE, and Is5us of the 
ExmiTY and CONTEST, between the Seep of the! 
WomaN, and Sep of the SexrexT, to the final| 
| breaking of the Serpent's head, in the total and irreco- 
Ruin of the MoXAKCHiEs of this World, which 

have been ſpirited, influenced, and headed all along by 
. him, I Irs, ont Heel ( or (or kllngor 
their Bodies) for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, which Bol 
hath been given forth in the true Spirit ofP ks | 


| 
The Deſign of this Writing, is, | 


To Ararm the World, and awaken up the preſent: 
Generation of God's People in it, to a more di igent and curi-/ 
ous obſervation of the preſent Signs of the bee ing 
day gf the Lord, that they may — more careful 
and Wing what moſt concerns them, by way of y miadig| 
thereunto, 


ing that all theſe be di wh 
amnion at ch nrjaus din Foe 


il 
| 
| 


þ - href of God, rhinos 
thief in the m met) Es _— — » ſhall be doſe. 
ſolved, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent beat ? 2 Pet, 3, 


10, 11, 12, 
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T was the Gpaget Chriſt to the Generation he converſed with, 
while in the fiſh, Te hypocrites, ye can diſcern the face of the 
thier, but can ye not ,or how « it that ye cannot diſcern the ſigns of the 
times > Why do you not ſer your ſelves to obſerve ipel out 

the meaning of God's providential voice, given forth in harmony 
with his wneten Oraclcs, by the Judgements which he is now execu- 
ring in the earth, as to that moſt pertinent and concerning Truth, 
The | ++ rene 4 of the Lord ? Icwill ſurprize and overtake 
the wicked that are in darkneſs, as a thief, and exceeding dreadful 
will __ to on: hy i my ms + - he and of that day, are re» ' 
quired to lift up their beads, when they ſee t nes thereof, ( however 
ci;mal ro hit fly part ) for res rake draweth mgh, Luk, 
21, 25, 28. 

God is till working and carrying on his defignes in the world, on 
the behalf of his People, as alſo over-ruling all the contrary aftings 
of his and their enemies, —— of tus decree, publiſhed at paſ- 
ſing Gar ſentznce upon t t, Gen, 3. 15, 1 willput exemity be- 
—_ thee and the woman, and between £ feed and ber [ed her irwife 
thy bead, and thou ſhalt bru.ſe bus heel, 

In the lacret branch of this ſentence, (which was firſt put in execu- 
tion ) God declares himſelf as to ſundry | » Which do 
ſummarily and fully contain his defign and work — all 
ages of the Worl4,nillic be accompliſhed, and the Myſtery of it finiſb- 
ed, as hz hich declued unto tis (ervants the Prophets, Rev. 10. 7, 
Then the Sans Tune will come,to at his part in purſuance of the 


(62) 
former branch of the Decree, for bruiſing of the Serpents head, and 
giving an incurable wound toall his adherents, 

Thre is indeed a great myſtery in the managing of this war, which 
God declares he hath founded in the enmity ſer by him berween the 
ſeed of the Woman and ſeed of the Serpent. Matters are ſo contrived 
in the moſt wiſe defigne of Gud, that the ſeed of the Woman muſt 
ſuffer firſt, and be on the loſing hand, ( as to any outward quietneſs 
and fair dealing that they are toexpet in this world) for a long tra 
of time, wherein the headſhip of this world, the Empire and Govein- 
ment of che whole earth ſhall be, as it were, in the hands of the evil 
one,who thall be very much permicted to diſpoſe of the powers of ir, _ 
to hig own inſtruments and creatures. But, at the ſounding of the ſe- 
venth Trumpet, this time is to erſd, and be no longer, Then the ſeed 
of chz woman muſt break this headſhip, waich Satan for ſo long time 
hath exerciſed over the whole world, and deſtroy all thoſe worldly 
Kingdoms that have b:en manayed under his influence, to their pre- 
judice. Thes Judgement will be given to the Saints of the moſt High, 
They ſhall takg and poſſeſſe the Kingdom ſor ever, even for ever and ever, 
Dan. 7. Then the Kingdomes of this world ſhall become the Kingdoms of 
our Lord and of his Chriſt, holding of him as their viſible head, who ts and 
W44 wy s to come, and will = unto bimſelf bu great power for that 
purpye, 

Frapetticulen which are ſummed up, ( Gen. 3. 15, ) concerning 
the nature of this war, and the manner of managing it, (explained fince 
b; time and the hiſtory of things in the Scriptures) are theſe, 


.. 1, Let Satan do his worſt, and make all the Pawer and parties he 
can, amongſt the Sons of Adam, yet God will have a Seed in the 
World, called there the ſeed of th: womln, that ſhall be in a Rate of 


fixed enmity and wat again(t him and his ſeed. 


- 2.For a long tra& of time, Satan ſhal not be chained up nor reſtrain. 
ed from vuling all his skill and power, by himſelf and bis infiruments, 
for the doing of his utmoſt in a way of war, to ruine, deſtroy and pre- 
vail agtinſbche Seed'of the Woman. For this end he ſhall bepermit. 
red to have the ſubordinate exerciſe of the Empire and vifible Go- 
vernment of the whole world, to be given and beſtowed as himſelf 
will, for the ſtrengthening his intereſt, and encouraging of thoſe that 
will be tis creatures, and fall down and worſhip him. 


1 3. The con:ratiety of mind and principles between theſe two ſeeds, 


will 


(6) 

mill be ſo fixed and —__—_ they will never give over cofl- 
teſting and fighting one with or againſt another, whatever it coft them, 
till the heel of the one be fully bruiſed, that is, rill the ſufferings of 
Chiiſt yer bebind in his body myſtical, and every member thereof, be 
accompliſhed, by ſuſtaining loſs in the fleſh, even to death ir ſelf 
and t of the other fully broken, that is, till the headſhip and 
viſible Government of th World be wholly taken out of the hands of 
Satan and his inftruments,and reaſlumed by Chriſt into his own hands, 
and the hands of fit and meet Miniſters and Offigers under him. 


4. After a long time of patience under bodily ſufferings, not loving 
their Lives unto the death, the ſeed of the Woman ſhall at laſt cer- 
tainly and fully overcome the ſeed of the Serpent, tread Satan and 
his ki under foot, for ever and ever. The principal means they 
ſhall rely upon for the bringing of this war to a good iflue, is the way 
of overcoming by the blood of the Lamb, ( or torce of Chriſt inter- 
ceſſhon, whoſe blood cnes for vengeance againſt his enemies ) as alſo 
vibe word of their Teſtimony Lo, and boldly given _—_ 
them-in their very ſufferings, whillt worldly Power on the ene- 
mies fide ) which (hall have its effe& apon friends and foes, as a ſa- 
vour of Life to the one, death to the other, a ſweet ſavour to God both 
ways, proſpering in the thing whereto he ſends it, and performing all, 
his pleaſure, SC. 2,15,16, Eſay 55,18, 


Purſuant to this counſel and decree of God, ( declared, Ge. 3. 
15.) he hath wonderfully and fignally preſerved the ſeed of the Wo- 
man,unto this very day. He hath given them being, preſervation and 
poeneppn in the _—_ 6 - _ (mr -2 of all their 
I ition, th carried on his CAUSE, and upheld 
par. the fide of his People, whatever diſguiſes, reproach- 
es or blemiſhes have been endeavoured to be pat upon it, by the De-. 
vil and his adberents, The miraculous preſervation of - the Womans 
Seed, the Scriptures diftribute into three principal Branches, which 
diſtioguiſh.the whole tract of time allotted to for their ſuffer- | 
ings, i090 0000 g2ene Periods and ſeaſons, wherein the feed of the 

_ —_ _— to the __ form and diſpenſa- 
tion ings, in mind, principles, and ſpirit continue 
ill the ſame,in and under all $. ANY 


ohary'y. ag wv er we ſeed of the Woman, in order to enter: 
the liſt with the Seed of the. Serpent, we En >" 4 
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which he begat of Eve, the Mother of all living. Abel the firſt Mar. 
tyr died b2fore he had any iſſue, or m2ans to propagate it. God ſup- 
plied chat defe& in the line of Seb, In this new line 1s carried on the 
decreed enmity between the two ſeeds, rill the Flood came and (wept 
away ( in a manner ) all mankind, from off the face of the earth, Acr 
that time the firſt war ended, Bur the foundation and marter F* new 
war, in this kind, is contracted into, and found even in the faffiily of 
Noah, The qo yy ark Adams \ine,and I 
(in a way of God's juſt judgement upen the whole world) broughr to 
an end by the Flood. The {eed'of Het Was now __ and 
diminiſhed into Noabs perſon and two of his ſons. The ſeed of the 
Serpent was contracted into a leſs room yet, the other ſon, 
his Epocha of 1656 years, from the Creation to the Flood, is in 
Scripture diftinguithed as one great period of time and revolution of 
things in the world, relating to this war between the two ſeeds, and 
the event of it. It began in and with the Patriarchs, in the perſon of 
Abel, whom Cai that was of that wicked one, flew. It continued all 
—_— the Patriarchs and their day on earth, who lived every one 
hundreds of years : And it had its period in that univerſal 
miniſtry of God's wrath and vengeance upon the whole world, which 
in Scripture is called, THE DAY OF THE LORD. 
. The ſecond appearance then of the (eed of the Woman and ſeed of 
the Serpent alſo, we find in Noabs family. From the matter and fuel, 
contr into this narrow compals,does rhe fire of the war between 
the wwo ſeeds break forth a-freſh, and another world (as it were) and 
ſtate of things, diverſe from the forme,runder the government of the 
Patriarchs, is brought upon the Stage. This new and differently ſta- 
red war, ariſes and 1s occafioned from the differing minds and princi- 
, found in» Neah't three ſons, Sew, Ham, and Fapher. The flood 
aving deſtroyed all- the families of the earth, ſave Nohs onely, the 
Government of the World came hereby to receive a confiderable 
change, becauſe theRight of theEmpire of the wholeworld was now by 
Gods Providence devolved upon the family of Neb, and in particu- 
lar, upon himſelf in , as the right heir of ir. Afcer him, it came 
| - Sem and his line, by God's ſpecial defignation;though Fapher were 
In Noah: three ſons, as in type, the three ſorts of principles and 
nd Coalmayſig) peroanced, v6 rhe life, Theſe ehoveprincipe 
- and ( asImayſa ted, to the life, c principles 
diſtinigui all : s deſcended of Neab': family, throughout the 
whole world, inte theee ſorts of Inhabicants, —_ 
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The third are thoſe that dwell in the Sea, gr ure found in a Rate of 
deey darkpeſs, nnd alienation from the Life of Ged, cafti wp anire and 
dirt, av waves of the troubled Sea, (Eſay 57. 20.) {Ml in that 

hea e and , — of the world 
uſe to abide in , notwithſtanding the of Lideriy made to 
them, by the ranſom paid on their behalf in the blood of the Re- 


x, The mind that ſhews it ſelf in the firſt ſort of theſe Inhabitants, 
1s that which was in Sew ; @ holy, ſpiritual mind, ſer pon things abror, 
Qt i» braven, at Chriſts right hand, This, when it comes to operate, is 
char aRive living Faith of the vew creature, which worky by lov By 
this Faith, for in this ſpiritual mind end principle of Life and opers- 
_ , Abel offered nnts God @ nure exctllent Sacrifice than Cain, 

eb, 11, 4. 

2, The mind that diſcovers it felf in the ſecond ſort of inhabitarns, 
( thoſethar dwell on Earth, citizens of the earthly Feruſafew)) is that 
which was in Zpher, as a middle weuring ſtare, perſwadeable ci. 
ther to goed. or evil; either to leave the earth and love of ſeem things 
and to aſcend and dyell in the fents of Semv, in order to be fixed and 
ſet on things above, or elſe to cleave unto things ſeen,” in affeRion 
and defire, and thence to deſcend, and draw back to perdirion, apo- 
fiatize and lodge in the hextheniſh prineiples of Chews, and ſo partake 
of his curſe as well as fin. Thoſe that thus decline from the waveriog 
ſpiric and principles of Jopber, to the fate of Chow, ze no- 
red in Scnpture to be ſuch as hewng the way of right emnſeſr, du 
turn afide from the holy command, and io come to have their lor ﬀ& 
thoſe that are rwice dtad, and plxck'd "” by therootr, whoſt latter end it 
worſe thantheir beginning, For upon ſuch a fatal backſliding, fuch an 
irrecoverable fall in their own perſons, ' COM to be fixed in evil 

laſting char under darkueſs 


and bound uy with the fallen Angels in rver 
a gement of the grew To per 2, 20, Jude, vetſ. 12, and 
This wavezing ſpirit of Japher, confidered finglyin its ow; 7 
and ativity, ( as neither adv: _ a of Fo 
things - 
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things gbove ; nor dechaing 4o-the heatheniſh Rate of 
Che) Wot (ins mac pe confrus the 1ſrael after the 
, in diſtinRtion from the true of God, or Cucumcifion of 
the Spirit, on th one hand ; and the heatheniſh uncircumciſed Na- 
tions, on the other, whilſt God kept up the war in the line of Abra- 
haw, or ſeed of Iſrael according to the fleſh, till Chrift's incarnation, 
For in Abrabaw's line, deriving from Heber and Shew, did God re- 
new and maintain the war with. the Seed of the Serpent, and conti- 
nued it till his ſignal rejeRion of that line, and utter cutting them off 
from being any more a Nation and People of themſelves, at the laſt 
ſacking and deſtruRtion of Fer»/alem, ater the death of Chriſt, by the 
hand of Tum Yeſþafian. | 

3. The mind that declares it (elf in the third ſort of Inhabitants, 
who dwell in the Sea, or in the depth of alienation from the life of 
God, (without any ſenſe or pg that which is morally and natu« 
rally good according to the Law, hating and deſpiling God's i 
in any kind, where-ever it ſhines forth ) is that which was in Chen, 
For che was he curſed and judicially fixed in his z 45 a ſervant 
_ of fin, reſembled by that ſervant undeg the Moſaical diſpenſation, 

who ſor refuſing his freedom when offered, was bored thorow his car, 
in token of his perpetual ſervitude, Exod, 21, 6, 

x, The firſt ſorrtof theſe Inhabitants are heavenly, having a mind 
and principles fix'd in that obedience of Faich which is acceptable, 
and by entring into God's Reſt through Faith, do become unmovable 
in the right way of working Righteouſneſs, wherein they attain the 
end of their hope, that is, the ja/vatian of their ſoulr. 

2, The ſecond are earthly, unfixed either in good or evil, waver- 
ing between both, having a mind ſometimes ſerving the Lay of God, 
and folnetimes the law of fin, Theſe, however they may draw near 
to God with theix words and tongue, their heart isalienated and at 
a diſtance from-him ; at leaſt, n__—_ for ought they know, notwith- 
Randing the form of godlineſs they live in, For hey are not able 
to make a true and certain judgment of themſelves, till they partake 
of that Anointing from above that can teach them all things. This is 
that only that will enable them to keep the word of Chrift's patience 
in the day of their tryal. Without this Grace extended to them, and 
poſſeſſed by them, they will become Apoltates, forget they have been 
waſhed from their old fins, an ſhew themſelves at laft the moſt 
hardned and bitter reſiſters of t yGhoſt and Power of .Godlineſs, 

3, The third are like the Sea, foaming out their open filth, and 
* they are conſtant and fixed gherein, having minds ___— 

ear 
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ſeared and made harder than the nether milftone, in works of dark- 
neſs. Beivg paſt feeling, whey have ſold themſelves to work wicked- 
neſs. venture ſometime they may be made a little ſenfible-of 
the ing and penalties of the Law, ſo as to make ſome Nender ac- 
know ents and feigned profeſhons of obedience and ſubjeRion 
thereunto, (the Devils alſo believe and tremble) but no hearty or fig- 
ceze repentance from dead works, ot pure obedience of love, ſpring- 
ing frocq the ſpirit of Adoption,and appearing in enedyemenmiCe 
of life , is to be found in them. Yea, they are by God himſelf judi- 
cially hardned, and unchangeably faſtned in their own choſen wayes 
of darkneſs. They give themſelves up to work all uncleanneſs with 
greedineſs, and God gives them up to vile afte&ions, to take their 
courſe, and fill up the meaſure of their abominacions, till he ſee time 
to ſtrike them once for all. 

The firſt and laſt of the above-named minds or principles, are 
the two extreams, in the one or other of which, the middle or ſecond 
ſort of Inhabitants (that are in the wavering, changeable,contending 
ſtate, with whom is riving by his Spuic) will come at laſt to 
be unchangeably fixed, The perfe&t and righteous Nate which Man 
was at firſt created in, was this middle, wavering and unfixed fate 
of perfetion which was at firſt, and upon renewal thereof is again 


| capable to be guided by the Spirit of God ( through Faith) into a 


higher and betrex, or to be tempted and ſeduced by Satan into s 
lower and far worſe. 

The finful fate likewiſe into which mankind was plunged by the 
firſt cranſgreſſion and fall-of Man, is not fixed, or made immurable 
and deſperate, until a new proof and tryal be made of all men. In 
order to this, by vertue of the Blood of the Redeemer, and thr 
obſervaticn of the Rules appointed by God for recovery out of 
Fall, a reftitution to the reRtified Principles and Righteouſneſs of 
our firſt Creation, is in Chriſt moſt certainly attainable by every ſin- 
ner, Without exception. For by Chiift's Blood there is remiſſion to 
be had for all fins paſt, and a new tryal is propounded and ſet before 
every one for time to come, upon the terms, and according to the 
tenor of God's conditional, or abſelute Covenant, Hence it is the 
Wat atifes, and the Enmity is ſet, or comes to be fixed between the 
two ſeeds, cach ſerving, 48 it for the proof and tryal of the 
unmovableneſs of one another, either in good or evil, 

ali was occahoned the quarrel between the ſeed of the 
Woman, and the ſeed of the Serpent, growing up out of Neab's fa- 
mily. The uſurpation of the univerſal Government of the World in 
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favour and ahtance of the Serpent's ſeed, was attempted and 
ſued by. N.awed and his fucceſſors. Afterwards it came into Neva. 
thadwexaar's hands, and by Daewe''s interpretation 6f that jrophact 
nn mutptendy cher ehdreaefar ing , 
the concnuance thereof in his line and three other ſucceſſive bran. 
ches of Univerſal Monarchy in the lines of the Adeder and Perſians, 
Grecians, and then Rewarr, was foretold, All theſe have been the 
inheritors of Cham's ſpirit, apaicing's beathemiſh Rare of Idolarry, 
nn—_— and —_— aint the Kingdom and Obedience of 
it, ys wi unto, all along, in and by the line and 
ſeed of he a from Sew downward, to rhe laſt ſack and utter 
ruine of the Temple and City of Jersſa/ew under the Keweans, The 
chief memorables in this ſpace of time, that concern the inte- 
reſt to theſe I IEIINED the eminent Call of Abr 
Lſaac and Faced to the Faith, the giving of the Law, the building and 
rebuilding of the Temple,the long continuing of the Pr ical Of- 
| fice inthe Jewiſh Church, Chriſt's Incunation, Miniſtry, Death and 
Refſurreftion. About aa years after the ReſurreQion of Chriſt 
Jerjalewii deſtroyed by Tm Vein, and there ended the ſecond 
great Period and ion of this War, that was managed berween 
the two ſeeds, AU along this ſecond War, the ſeed of the Se 
was poſleſied of the Univerſal Monarchy of this World, had all the 
countenance and afhftance which that could-afford. The main viſi- 
ble ProteRion vouchſafed by God on the other hand, to bis Church 
and People, was continued in the line of Abraham, accounting from 
Sew downward, unto God's judicial rezeRtion of that ſeed of Abre- 
haw according to the flielb, upon their crucifying the Lord of 


Inthis ſecond War, we find the feed of the Woman bruiſed fill in 
the heel and coming off with loſs.” Yea, upon the winding up of this 
ſecond great Day or Period of time, ( wherein the Prince of Life 
was by wicked hands put to death, and the whole Nation of the vi- 
fible Church of God on Earth,rejze&ed,and their Worſhip prophaned 
and deſtroyed) the Devil might ſeem to himſcif and others to have 
come off compleat conquerer, Bue the Wat is again renewed by the 
PETE en ISES 

_ . nn. fv 
the ve Termh Nancaeo VE Wert, th mere webs: 
cnnnl as a People of ty t given up, &/it-weze, to 
inion of Sin and Setan, AED.” . 
This hind Wat had its Goundacicn laid in the Incarnatite, Death 


| 


The Face of the Timer, LI 
and Refurre&tion of Chriſt, who (though a San ) was taught obedb. 
ence by ſuffering, and in the condition of a ſufferer obtained the 
icory. death be deftrozed biz that bad the power of death, 
that is, the Drevil, And by tafting death for every man, 44 became the 
Captain of our Salvation, be was made perfeft — ſufferings, 
This way of hghting and overcoming the Devil and Sin, was & 
at myſtery till then, and the moſt unlikely of all other, ever to 
k the Serpents head, and diſpoſſeſs him and his Inſtruments of 
their worldly Thronesnnd Powers, Yet in this — th Croſs, 
by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their Teſtimony, do the - 
true Witneſſes of Chriſt manage and carry oa this third War, . One 
thouſand wo hundred and fixty dayes, that is, yeares, have bin alot- 
ted them for ying in ſackcloth, in a perſecuted, wildemeſs 
condition. they are to riſe out of their graves, ſtand again upon 
their feer, and prophecy with power. "Tis paftall diſpute, that the 
mult fall on the fide of the Lamb and his followers, at the 
ending of this third great ſeaſon and revolution of time, wherein 
the ſeed of rhe Worman bach flill been on the ſuffering hand. The 
end of their ſuffering ſeaſon will be, when the ſeventh T 
begins roſound, immediately after the effe& which the pouring forth 
of the Vials ſhall have upon the Beaſt and his kingdom. 
This is the Riſe, Progreſs and Iflue that is given unto thingy" is 
the third Age of the World, called Chriftes, that was made to pri 
- tay" have its being out of the defiruRtion of the Jemiſh Would, 
11,77, 
The cleer view and proſpet of things in this Chriftiarr World, 
{ both as ts the Civil and Church-government, as alſo the War be« 
ewween the wo Seeds, oo ep again and continued ) was giver 
by Chriſt unto the Apoſtle Fabn, and revealed tobim by bis Angel im 
he Book of the Revelation, For there we find the period that matt 
happen alſo to this third World, and to the Heavens and Earth,or the 
Civil and Chuxch-ſtate appertaining to it, and carried on under this 
diſpenſation, in order to give place toa world ts come, which is yet 
to ſucceed, This World to come, will be of a more heavenly and 
fpiricual Conftirotion, as to the al late and frame of thingsy 
which is to be brought forth by Chrift's ſecond appearance, rpon the 
ſpirits and bo41cs of men, on this Gde their compleat and vimolt glo- 
nfication.. The final aſcending up to the Father, to fit down ar his 
right hand, is afrer this world Oy is yet to came ( or the thouſand 
years Reign of Cliilt wich all hig Saints <n cartb) (hall have had 
ns courſe, ns 
0 


_— 


t The Face of the Tinus, 
Unto the riſen ſtate of Saints, when they —_— to come forth 
in their victorious poſture, and unreſiftable power of Faith and Pray 
er, doth the Prophet Hoſes ſeem to refer, chep.6,ver/.2, 3, After rwe 
dayer ( ayes he) or great ſeaſons of Affiliion and Suffering (already 
deſcribed ) be will revive w, by the WOK D's bring made Fleſh, and 
the day. ſpring from on bigh "GLO viſning ww, This (Hab.z. 2.) is cal- 
led « reviving the work, or preſerving it alive in the midſt of the 
years of Wrath and Oppreſhon from the Serpent and his ſeed, that 
was yet wy under-gone for the ſpace of = rIy7 _ 
- birth, as will appear in its proper place, 1s the thy ſa Pp 
ſea) that is, at the end of ”" when the Witneſles are to AY or 
live in bus fight. By following on to know the Lord, we ſhall perceive 
that his going forth in this his third great revolution of rime, hath 
been as dry ſhining more and more unto a perfeR day, and 
that his coming tous ( according as hath pb by nope 7) in 
his frf and in bis ſecond Appearance, will be as the former and latter 
geo mer > Chrift's Spirit, in the ſeaſon of his firſt Appear 
rain #s pri, in on is firſt - 
ance, at ro he of Pentecoſt, in viſible gifts and diſtributions 
of the holy Ghoſt, dividing to every man ſeverally, as himſelf plea- 
ſed, By this means he raiſed up a Miniſtry that formed and laid the 
Foundation of the Primitive Church, That Church _ in 
its original purity, more or leſs, as long as they kepfthe ord of 
God's Patience, and withſtood the tion made againſt ir, after 
a righr manner, by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
Teſt: , in the giving whereof, they loved not their lives unto 
death, This , all along thoſe hard and cruel Perfecutions 
they under-went, until ſuch time almoſt as { onflantine came to the 
_ 

t to avoid Perſecution, Chriſtians then began tos mingle Intereſt 
with worldly Powers, and ( to pleaſe Governours ) took their reſt 
in the ourward Court, ſome out-fide form of ineſs, ſo as that 
which we call Chriſtian Religion, became the Religion of the Empire 
( or of the body of the Nation unte which it was received) as com- 
manded and campelled by the Laws of the State, ——_— the 
Sword. This praftice commenced and bears date about four bundred 

ears after Chriſt, from which time lictle of the former ran bath fal- 
ſen ſuch vihble or tate CARY, in their Publick and Na- 
tional Mecting-places of Worſhip. , ran became then biddeu 
Manna, the peculiar food —_— the Woman and her iced 
in the Wilderneſs, where (the is nouti ws 6 Gt, hs a 


. 
, 


and half 4 time. From about the time that Chriſtian Refigion bath 
been made National, and in the Rules, Ordinances and 
thereof, been with the Laws of each Nation in the Em. 


ire, and ſo enfor -u | the Civil Swosd, thoſethat truly kgep the 
Commandments of Vod and Teftimony of Jeſus, have been driven 
into a tate of deſolation, perſecution and diſperſion,” and are ſo to 
continue and be warred upon, forty and rwo Months, by che Earth 
and her Inhabitants on the one hand, and by the Sea and her Inhabi- 
tants on the other. 
Both theſe ſorts of Inhabitan's and Enemies of the Church in the 
Wilderneſs; do make up and confiiture bur one _ City dr incor- 
porated Soctety of the Serpents ſeed, ſpiritually called Egype and 
Sedew, under the headihip of werldly Government, as it ariſes out 
of the Sea. This worldly Government is fill but the ſame fourth 
Beaſt and univerſal Romane Empire, in Principles of oppofitionto 
the Kingdom of Chriſt and Seed of the Woman, as before, It ſeems 
indeed to be now bealed and reformed with the ſhew of Chriftian Re- 
igion, under the headſhip of Church-Government and coercive 


Power ariſing out of the Earth, or apottate — - of the worldly 
Church, 


ming from the Primitive Power, rity and Patern ; 
fall > m—_ the form of Godhneſs, but denying the 
Spirit and Power thereot. 


The frf Braff carties the ſecond, and is willing to-be rid wen . 

© finding great t and advantage by having the #here upon their 
back , for the ating of ſervitude, and rooting out of the earth 
the pure and inciples of the Primitive, Apoſtolick, Catho- 


lick Church. 

Thus the War is managed between the two ſeeds In this third day, 
Towards the latter end of this day is our lot fallen, who are at preſent 
« alive in this world. But before the period, and ſhutting in of this 
day, the Sufferings of the Womans Seed (hall have anend. Then, 
that Miniſtry of the Spirit ſhall come in, which is compared to the 
latter rain, This is that which ſhall break the Serpents head, utter! 
tread him, bis kingdom and followers under foor, This is that, whic 
( by the = forth of the ſeven Vials of the wrath of God uporr 
the vinglom the Beaſt, to the utter ruine and deftruRion thereof ) 
will prepare the way for the coming down of the new Jeruſalem out 
of Heaven, 2s 2 —_ adorned for _ and ſo, for the thou- 
ſand years Reign of Chiift on Earth, Ar the begining of that Reign, 
Satan ſhall be chained up, and there ſhall be no more Sea; or pro- 
phane worldly-Intereſt, and bealily Government lefr, . 
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= 
is great counſel of God 
of his lain Wimeſles, within 
half beſore their rifing again and Randing upon 
Then they are to enter upon the _—_ 

7 iſtry, compared to that of Efah's in 'sti 
of Moſer in Egyge, when at their word they ſhall (hut Heaven that 
rain not, have power over Waters to tum them into blood, and 
(mite the Earth with P as often as they will, | 


_ 


(ball ing out of the 
ſeven golden Viale, full of the wrath of God, Vials contain 
s like univerſal Minifiry of Wrath and of the Judgement of God by 


w 
Wed far in the dayes of Noah. "This miry i arab Fir tell 


put 4 third Rate of things in the world,” as that by Wa- 
Fr the fe Out of the deftruQtion of the preſene Wark 


and frame of things, by this fiery miniſtry of God's wrath, is the 
thouſand years Rexgn of Chriſt to ſpring up, IA of his 
ed bers dens with ( by way of digrefſon 
with me in givi 
few broken in = yl betrer and more dif 
of Chaift's Ki which we ſhall find ( Lak, 1r7,20,21, and 
.19.21,&c.) to be diſtinguiſhed into a Twofold fate ; 
1, A Kingdom inward. The Kingdow of Grd # within yow ; and is 
the dominion of God in the Conſcience and Spirit of the Mind. This 
not, nor rr 4 in mou ny — obſervation, 
commanding, ru inci ite in the true Saint, as 
a Law wrimnen | eg fans Fro 
Cond, x, r,) where it is ca the 
' Comrt, and thoſs that worſhi p there, eortmng 
in thei Kingdom of Chiiſt is Feapabice of fubAR 
imwardly, in the minds of his People, in a 
i ed from the eye of the world ; By the Power 
thereof, the inward ſenſes or eyes of the mind are opened and awa- 
kened, to the drawing them upward to a Heavenly converſe, catching 
and carrying up the Soul to the Throne of God, and to the 
of the Life which is hid, wich Chriſt, in God, Thoſe that are in this 
Ki and in whom the Power of itis, are firted to flye with the 
Chutch into the V Vilderneſs, and to continue in ſuch a ſolitary, di- 
7 enero condition, till God calls them out of it. They have 
Vells opened to them in this V Vilderneſ(s, whence 
they draw the Vaters of Salvation, without being in bondage to the 
Life of Senſe, and the odjeAts depending thereon, as rouch nor, raffe 
wet, handle wt, Which Jv /n the ufing. 
s But ut Secondly, C W allo neware ; 
ual or i nix of the or by 


to the eye of 
_ —_ bodil judging by the is ſight of that eye, 

-_ 7" as ly by TD SLIT 
org 


alfo, rhough bur in the in- 
where it becomes a Law Lotions 


"3 "PR the Law of the Spirit of 


_—_ *. —— 


"Tha Fact | 19009, | 
that ſo our bodies may become the Temple of the 
, and we map. be able to glorifie God, not in our Spirits 


Sur 
holy G | 
anly, but in. ear Bodies alſo, as clean Veſſels and earthen Taber. 


nacles,u h may be written, HOLINESS TO THE 
LORD, Zech, 14. 

Now the Kingdom of Chriſt comes not ly to appear in out- 
ward ſhew and viſibility, but as it ſhines forth in this lower and earths. 
ly part of the Soul, witneſſing the Dominion and Power of God to 
be there as a Law and commanding Principle,in,and over the outward 
man, Witdrreſpe& to this kind of its Appearance, in affeRing and 
influencing the bodily part of man, and becoming the Life therecf, 
pn bl. to come forth in a Power _ —_ that is ble, 

ing, and that weart away; as alſo in that which is cacorraptible and 
pl 7 uy mp The firſt of theſe is meant, ( 1 Job.3.1,2.) where 
"tis ſaid, Now are we the Sant of Grd, and it doth wat a mhat 
we ſhall be ; but we know that when be ſhall appear, we Tile him, 
( or have the like appzarance with him ) for we ſhallTer bim a be is, 
The Sons of God are not yet in the proper appearance of bu Sp, 
but do bear the form and appearance of the fleſhly man, to the mating 
4 fair ſhew inthe fleſh :; They have their Treaſure but in an carthen 

ellel, unredeemed from its preſent bondage unto corruption, Bur 
the time is haſtening, when they ſhall in Spiric ſhine forth as the Sun 
in ics ſtrength, in th: Kingdom of their Father, and their very bodies 
ſhall be as the Firmament, tranſparent, and of ſervice to unvail the 
glory of the inward man,and not cover and diſguiſe it,as now they do, 

But, alas! Thu fair ſhew in the fleſh, which may alſo be 
tboſe that are ſtrange Children, paſles with moſt for the Kingdom of 
Chyiſt, eyen yet in theſe laſt dayes, ſome crying, Lebere; and ſome, 
lothere,; according to that form of ſervice and divine worſhip they 
are perſwaded in their minds, is according te the Rule of God's 
VVord, it be but that only which appertains to the exrward 
Court, which 1s given up by God into the hands of the Geati/es, to 

and tread under foot at their pleaſure, The Heavens hereof 

are paſſing away With a great noiſe, and theſe worldly Elzments are 

melting apace; As a Veſture they ſhall be folded v ———_ 
they fhall periſh and wear old as a Garment, whilſt Chiift's inw 

ſpiricual Kingdom ſhall remain, and in ics due time come forth 

in an nn, ate, warns wyouber rg Meer 

fore we recerving this Kingdom, cannot be moved, let us hold 

faſt, nd han, whereby we may ſerve God acceptably, with 

reyetence and Godly fear, For ear God us 4 conſanving fre. "l 
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The Paco of the Timer. 


But to return, and apply our ſelves to the ſubjea 
fore, which is, To give the view of what Word Go 
what part of his Counſel he is e Ing among 
The Heavens are now black over our heads, the Sun is turned into 
darkneſs, the Moon into blood, and mens hearts arefailing them for 
fear of what God is bringing upon the Earth, Great diſtreſs is in the 
Land, and upon the Nations z Wrath is coming that People, 
who fay they are Jews and. are not, but (hall be found liars. The Sea 
0, mill roar ; the prophane heatheniſh party of men 


and the all 
will be i Pra perpleuity too, + 
Surely Figrec,and all the Trees are ſhooting ſorth ; and after 


this crvel, harp inter that is (and for ſame ſpace is yet to be) upon 
vs, the Summer caches that will make ——_ or all. Great 
cauſe there is for the Sons of God to lift up their heads, as fore- 


ſceing that their Redemption draws nigh. 

la this point the Book of the &rvelations will be every day more 
and more opened, to give us light and inſtruction, the Providences 
of God qr nd yp > to the interpretation thereof, 
together wich the Spixit of Truth, thac dwells and lives in the hearts 
of Saints. Theorgh cnn Heer is that Spizit, hath not been 
wanting in hi is mad to a poor Worm in my preſent 
ſolitude and gr have occafion to tell you by mi that 
there appears cauſe to me of difſent from Mr, Afede, as to ſome appli- 
cations that are made by him in his learned Commentary on that 
Book, when I come to ipeak of ſome particulars concerning the 
Witneſſes, and their twofold time and fate of propheſying. 

1, Their thouſand two bundred and ſixty years propheſying in ſack- 
clath, in « prrſecmied wilderneſs fiate. 

2, Their ſong in pewer and glery, during the ſpace of the powr- 
ng forth of the ſroen Yials of Wrath, 44 4 fore-rrming Elah-liks Mi- 
<7 = 
to 


atery ts Chriſt : theuſand years Rrign on . Yet, as 

ich Mr, Mede calls his Key for the opening of that 
whole Book, to wit, his Sy=c =/ or Contemporations of things, 
which he finds to agree and fall out together in the ſame age and time, 
| ee renner ins Paunnny, and look upon him as one 
that hath moſt happily found out the hidden. order and method, uſed 
by the holy Ghoſt in ical Book. 

This method being once known to the very rational judgment of 
man, that may be exerciſed upon the matters contained in that Book, 
the are themed, nendeed much more cate and intelligible. 

us alſo take it-for granted, ( as that which is the « 
L 2 Ne ward 


76 | The Fare of the Thar. 

judyaent that cknowledpe the Scriprures) that in this Book 
of che 4 conmned an! reverted, in xn orderly mechod, 
the thi «re will our in the coarſe of God's Providence 
and TE SED the good of the V Vomuns Seed, 
—_—_— y or Age of the world, This day reaches from 
Chriſt's Aſcention (or departure into a far ) to God's bring- 
in% again this his only b:gotren Son iard the world, that every tongue 
may confeſs, and every knee bow to the honour of His maſt glorious 
Name, Then thell be, in the quality of Univer xs well on 
Earth as in Heaven, wes and keep the pofſeſſion'of his King- 
dom, againſt all Uſurpers an ers whatſoever, 

This ſpace of time berwzen Chriſt's Aſcention to Heaven, and 
Reign on Earth, is maſured out in three and diſtin Se&t.ons 
or Diviſions, in the Book , as Mr, Mode rakes no 
tice ; ——_— theſe three are y__— wo- contain 16 them 
ſeven Su of that portion of that is allorted unrorwach 
of rhe, Mr, Mede's own words ate, The wider of the Seats, 
will in them, of the Tramgett, # crrtain ant wnlentbttd, ts wit, the ſame, 
which rhe uxngber to every ont dſcribed doth youme wit, x, ©, 1,4, 5,6,7q 
The ret therefore of the Prophecies in that Book, 7 wr bem 
tween themſelver, and aftermard: with the Seals, 7 yuchr one /ms, 
thi Order of the wholt tion will be evidens, Aﬀertion 
Fo haiedves dehies with "he —_ 

He therefore begins wi t not quarer mon of Prophecies, 
which are" ſo very remarkable, by reaſon of the equatiry of their 
times. 

1, The firſt is, the Prophecy of the VVoman's remaining is the 
VVilderneſs for & time, tinuer, and bf a time, or 1260 dayrs, us is 
there more manifefly declared. 

2, The ſecond is that of the ſeven-headed Beaſt, reflored and rw- 
ling forty rwo monrhs. 

3. The third is of the Court (or of the hoty Ciry ) mroddenunder 
oy - | 

4 fourth and laſt, is that of the twe Witzeſſer, propheſycng 
1260 dayer, that is, years, 

Now althoogh (xs Mr. Mede well obſerves) rhe charaQter of equa- 
ih Fee ro dry NE enkicd thr 
” x or oy ' " 
Book ag pn out the demonfretion, it ſeems very clear. 
Theſe ochier he brings ( as well he may ) out of the rwelfth 
Chapter, where "tis plain, Une when the Drogon io-<aſt Gown by 


"IRS, | IE 


—_ 


The Face of the Times, 
Aficharl out of Heaven, the V Veman 
to the V Vildeanels, ver. 6, and 14. The Dragan 
had faided of his attempt todeftroy her in Heav 
ly weapons, and applics hunſcif to make wat with 
with the reft of ber Seed, to wit, thoſe which ſhe ſhould bring forrh 
in the V Vilderne(s, ver. 17. And for this purpoſe e gave ds 
his Theone, and t Authatity to the tca-borned , out of the 


Sea $4. Ly2. ; 
appears, that the times of the Beaſt and of the Pro- 
and that they are finiſhed toge- 
ther at the end of the fuuth Trumpet, which (hews they began and 
held on tegerher, the whole ſpace, The twelfth verſe (hens the Al- 
cention of the V es into Heaven, which puts a pericd to their 
ng Prophecy, 2s alio that Earthquake (wherewith the 
DN ED, of the Comes 19 
be aboliſhed by the very moment in which the ſecond Woe, 


way.» of the World become cur Lord's/and 
his ChniTs. In the Game moment alfo, the Wrath of the "lamb 
red out by the Miniſtry of the Vials, and'the Temple 
of God is whe ſeen in Heaven, ver, 15,19, 
The great Hazlor, or aujffical Babylen ( chap. 47.) is of the ſame 
ame the ſeves-beaded and tex-borued, Beat, 13 att allo the haw- 
ared and ſour thuuſand ſcaled Onts, boray Virgins ; theſe ate of 
go 7 O—_— _ Beaſt. 
The peri yeanny , and of this Company of 
the ſealed? Vi is at the cornang Forth of the mulucude of 
Palm- beavers. For, out of what arvubition could they come, but of 
the Bealt's Saints t Therefore they leave the Tyran- 


atk Tas are Saints of an wnferiour rank and ation to thoſe that 


have the privi es ity t© be (ealed with the Neme of the Fa- 
aua—_—— » 7. BY "Y 
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The Fact of the Timer. 
hath contemporized with the tex-borned Braft, 
_ with both; and all theſe rhree with the —_ 


mention be made of their being ſeated) theſe (2s to the ſeaſon of their 
tribulation under the perſecuting Bealt)contetporize with the #hore 
and the Beaſt, All theſe conmtemporize one With another, and fill up 
the ſame ſpace of time. After this, ſucceeds the Miniſtry of the ſeven 
Vials, at the Rifing of the Witneſſes, and the moment of their aſcen- 
ding into Heaven, This will come to paſs at the beginning of the 
ſounding of the fevenrh Tramper, Then the —_— ing fare of the 
Witneſſer will come 6n. The power of the Keyes, and the pourin 

forth of the Vidls of God's Wrath wyon the m_ of the Beaft, will be 
viſibly commitred to them , and the time of the Beaff's and ng 
incliming to Ruine, or the viſibly declining finking flare of both, will fall 
in together with this Diſpenſation of the-Vials, to way for the 
Marriage of the Lamb, and the coming down of the New Jeruſalime out 
- 5s to be ſeen as the Tabernacle of God amongſt men here on 

tn, 

The remaining difficulty then is, to fill up the firſt of the three 
great Sections and Divifions of time, before-mentioned, to wit, the 
ſpace which had an end put to it by the Womans aftual flight into 

Wildemeſs, This began, when Jobs received this Prophecy in 
the Iſle of Parwer, Mr. Mede very judicially ſummetrh it upin 
theſe three Particulars. 

"1, The value and preference which is put by God upon the fate 
of the Church, as it anſwers to the imvard of the Temple of old 
comparatively with thoſe who in their ſpirit, principle and way, ars. 
ſwer but to the exrward Comrr thereof, and the W ip appertaining 
thereunto. The former have the true inward Circumciſion of the 
heart in the ſpirit, _—_— * not of men, but of Gud, The lat- 
ter are thoſe, who, at beſt, have but the Circumciſion of the hem in 
the letter, which labours ro ſhew it (elf m- ——_ S—_—_— 
fron of and practice, as may fo a or 
form of G lineſs in the fight and Go-che well-pleafing of man, whilt 
hy EY even in their hearts, from the very life 
and power of Godlineſs, that ſprings up from the new nature, that is 
found in the true Circumcifion, which worſhip God in the ſpitit, and 
anſwer to the zwnward Conrt, | Sd 
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Pas! takes notice of this in his eime. { Gal. 4/) in- 
iſhes berween an caribly Jernſalem, that is it ith her 
Ghildren, under the Covenant of Works or the Law, 


and a Jeruſalem above, which is free, and is the Mother of all that 
Secd of Abrabew, who are Heirs according to the Promiſe. Theſe 
are deſcribed ( Rev. 12, ) by the Homanelabed with the Sun that bath 
the Avon nader ber feet, and won ber Hiah a Creme of ructve Stars. 
This figurative deſcuption ſhew2s the Glory of the City Jeraſalem, 
a$it if above, inward and in fpuric, who with her Children is in free- 
dom, under the Covenant and Dominion of Grace. The ſame is 
alſo ſignified by the inward (ourt, appointed to be meaſured by the 
Reed of God, in diftintion from outward Court, which is not 
meaſured, but abandoned and given up, as it were, to the power cf 
the Gentiles, to be by them trodep under foot, and defiled. 

2, In this ſame ſpace of time, falls- out the impregnating of the 
Woman, or her growing Great, ready to be delivered of a Man- 
child. The pancipal care of the es, and other Teachers, who 
ſucceeded in theis Spirit, in the Primitive Church, ( deſcribed under 
the repreſentation of the ſeven Churches of Af, and the Angels or 
Officers appertaining to them ) was, to be doing what had the moſt 
conducible tendency to the hatiening and forwarding this birth of the 
Man-child, which the Dragon oppoſed, diligently watch'd to hin- 
der, reſiſt, and (if poſſible ) to devour, as ſoon as born, 

3- The ſeven-headed Dragon's lying in wait, and managing the 
batrel againſt Michesl and his Angels, about the aforeſaid birth, muſt 
needs contemporize with the :wo fore-mentioned Particulars. All 
the :bree do therefore fill up the firſt ſpace of time, or age, ſucceeding 
the Apoſtles, meaſured out by whas is contained in the fix frft Sealr, 
and was foreptold to Jobn, as that which ſhould happen both to the 
Church apd World, until the Womans flight from the Dragon, after 
this great battel in Heaven, and retuing into the Wilderneſs, there 
to be nouriſhed of God, ber appointed time, 

Theſe three are the immediate Antecedents of thoſe things, which 
have been ſhewed to contemporize under the ſeventh Seal and for 
Trumpet ; that is to ſay, the leg berween the inward and 
outward Court, With the Worſhip and Service a wr unto each ; 
Secondly, The impregnating of the Woman : then Thirdly, The 
battel hereupon atriting in Heaveff, or within the Primitive Church, 
and continuing a long ume, till at len2th the Man-child comes to be 
born.. Then the Dragon loſes his credic and authority in the Church: 
His ſubtiley in accufing and laying falſe jmputatians on the —_— 

( * 
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and ſpiritual part of the Church) is deteted, Here. 
out into the Earth,  conhned ( as it were ) to the 
the Worlnippers and Service belonging to ir, as 
the only matter for him to work upon, for the increafe of his King- 
dom by the number of Hypoctites and Apoſtates, drawn by him out 
of the true Church. They weze in tzuthy never of it, though for a 
while they were in it. At levgth, they find it their intereſt to make 
a Separation from itz. being ſeniual, and not having the Spirit, they 
can no longer endure thoſe that have it, and that ſhine forth daily 
more and more in the Life and Teſtimony thereof, The old Dragon 
became hereby necelhtated to won, han proſecure the War with 
the earthly Weapons only of worldly Power and Government, in a 
way of outward force and compulſion, exerciſed by the power of hu- 
mane Laws, and of the civil Sword, This Power and Sword, the cor. 
rupt, ſenſual, and malignant Church ( founded and conſiſting in the 
worlhippers and ſervice of the eawrward Courr ) getting into their 


hands, ox engaging it ontbeir by mingling with world! 
a — committed —wnnas like Tyre, with all the King. 
doms of the V Varld-upon the face of the Earth, Fe. 23. 17, Yea, 
this Beaſt with rwo horns, ſo influenced, encouraged and back'd the 
ten born'd Beaſt, that he became thereby fixed and , in his 
Mind as well as Power,to continue and carry on the War, forty and two 
month; | , againſt the Woman and her Seed, and to blaſ 
God, his Name, his Tabernacle, and them that dwell in Heaven, 
Thus in brief Heads have we ſeen how the two firſt great Se&ions 
or Diviſions of time, in rhe third Age, are filled up, to wit, the ſpace 
from Jobs's receiving the Prophecy of them in the Iſle of Patmer to 
the end of the firlt barrel, or war, made in Heaven, and ( as the 
idue of that ) the catching up of the Man-child unto God to his 
Throne, the Womans aRtual flight into the VVilderneſs, and 
from thence to the rifing af the V Vieneſles, which puts a period to 
the ſuffering ſeaſon, alloted to their Propheſying in Sack-cloth. And 
a$ to the third and laſt Section of time, it is that which is meaſured 
out by the ſounding of the ſeventh Trumpet, and the pouring out of the 
ſeven Vids, which begins with the beginning of that Tramper, and 
continues till the e be judged, ſunk, and the whole 
Kingdom of the Beaft for ever ruined and deflroyed, This makes 
way for the marriage of the Lamb be celebrated here on Earth, and 
ſo, for the coming on of the Kingdom of Chriſt ints the atual exer- 
ciſe of a viſible ruling Power and univerſal Empire over the whole 
V Vorld, fora thewſard years, 


Having 
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Having thuf had a view of the diſtin periods of time, t 

with the matrer of the Pr » Which were to be fulfilled in and 
under each of theſe dift Revolutions, it will yu much prepare 
and help our uuderftandings, rightly to diſcern and look into the My- 
ſeries of this molt gem ns if once we can but —_— at 2 
ſarisf; ing, and interpreting ( at leaſt, in ſome chief par- 
Mts) Uhr thing watch are ſignified under many of the Figures 
_ Allegorical _ made ule of throughout the whole P10- 
m—_ Let us confider theſe ; The ſeves Churches 

P% Angel! The Throne in Heaven : The ſealed Book : 

The Womans T ogy. gelr + Michael and hu Angels : 
The Man-child : 14 poy the Dragon's Power and Authe- 
rity : The ontward and inward The Floud ud, 1ſ[ning our of the 
Dragin's month + The diſting bed | Inhabitants of the 3 any of the 

Earth, and of the Sta: The 144000 ſoaked Virgins : The Palm- bearers: 
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—__ «s : The ſeven-beaded, ten horn'd Beaff : 
wo horn'd Beaſt : The falſe _—_ : The i 
City that rules over the Kings of the Earth : 
unber of | IE ihe Beef, Name : The two Witneſſe: ; # ber hidden or 


ob[cure re Prophet in Sack: clath ; their $loriew Appearing and Pro- 
ſying un Ts and in 4 Padr-waks -\ Min le ts that of 


Moſes and Eliah : The Ki of the Braſt, and his aſcem aut of the 
betremileſs pit : The ſlaying of the — at the finiſhing of their _ 

o perials "of their Sack- cleth- Propheſying, and py yet 

TT frets of fr ak ah, ſtrrinally called Sodoms and Ex 
Witneſſe: ri yo ap Hraven : The com Egg: The Wrath 
the aven opened, with the Fad « and Ark, 
By 4 L- Vinage: The marriage of the 
Lamb: The coming down et en nt of Heaven ; to be as 
4 Tabernacle of pan Madge 1-5. ya all Kingdews of this 
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ang by him that was dead and yet liveth for 
evermore, Fof The ned be het ed ( Rev.1.18 2ts.) 
was, ts write ; Firft, The things which he had ſeen, in the deſcri 


on of the fulneſs and excellency of Chiift's Perion, exhibi m_ 
him, verſ.12,17, Secondly, The things which are, or the fate of the 
Church in his time, as it had for its chief places of thoſe 
principal Cities in Aſia, by name ed 7 . 2d, & 3d.) to- 
gether with the Repreſencation ay as in ype and Figure) 
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of the ftate of the Univerſal Apoſtolick Chriftian Church, which was 
to continue under the ſeven diſtinctions of time, contained under the 
ſeven Seals, under the laſt whereof, fir of the Tramwpers were ( as 
'rwere ) included. There was that alſo foundin thoſe ſeven 4freick 
Churches, that did typically repreſent the decreaſe and ſinking down 
of a great Party in the viſible Chriſtian Church, into the A £ 
foretold in this Book of the Reveleien, until the yery time of the ri- 
ling of the Wirneſles. | 

Thirdly and laſtly, Jobn was Commanded to write the things 
which ſhall be hereafter, or which were to ſucceed that preſent ſtate 
in which the then ſeven Churches were, at that time, reſpeRing as 
well the Corruption and Apoſtahe, coming upon the face of the Pii- 
mitive — - _ _ of it, with countenance and ſup- 
port from worldly ers, nil ſounding of the ſeventh Trumpet, 
Theſe things that ſhall be hereafter ( whew time (ſhall be no longer, 
or when the Myſtery of God (hall be finiſhed, and all perſons and 
things ſhall appear plainly and manifeſtly as they are ) amount, in 
general, to the Conſtitution and Concerns of that glorious tate 
& the Church, which is to be from thenceforth, for evermore. 

To proceed then to the Explicating of many of the chicf Allego- 
rical Expreſſions in this Book of Revelations, 

1, By the ſeven Chareber in Aſia, let us underſtand, as in type, 
the ſtate of the Chriſtian Church, characterized and deſcribed ( as 
Brightman intimates.) under the diſtin periods of time, held ford 
by the things done, during the ſeven Seals, which reach to the ſound- 
ing of the ſeventh T1 . 

2. By the Angels of the ſeven Churches ate to be underficod,, 
not only or principally, the Oſhcers or Perſons miniftring, but rather 
the Light of the Goſpel in its diflint meaſures and degrees, admi- 
nifeetaccentiag to.the nature'of the times and ſeaſons, which the 
things done under the f/f fix Seals, did occahon. For upon the re- 
jeQng of that, there was cauſed « gradual and ſucceſſive removing. 
of =E Candleſtick, out of its place, and the Church finks down art 
length into an univerſal-Defe&ion and Apoſtacy , as to the viſible 
part of it, This renders it, in-its concluding and final ſtate, ſo 
muciousand loathſome to God, that he reſolves is ſpe (hens ont of hue 
mouth, and rejett then for ever. 

To confirm this, we find each-Church to conſiſt of rwe very diffe= 
rent ſorts of Members ; ove; that are ſpiritual, prepared with ſpirt= 
tual ſenſes, or cares to hear what the Spirit ſayes to the Churches : 
ae ocber, though they have the name and credit of Church-members, 
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yea, and in proceſs of time, the greateſt viſible Powet and Sway in 
it, ſaying they are Jews or right Heirs of Promiſe, = are _—_ 
ſo, but dolie, They are indeed of the Synagogue Saran, They 
came out from the ſpiritual and betrer part of the Church, as no lon- 
ger able to joyn, and go along, or keep pace with rhem, in their hea- 
venly Life and Converſation, Being ſenſual,and having nor the Spi- 
rit, they ſeparate from the true ſpiritual worſhipper, ſeeking their 
—_— and maintenance in this or that Form and Way, from the 
Powers of the World. And having once get worldly Power and out- 
ward firength and force on their fide, they reſolved to perſecute 
and make War upon the berter and more ſpiritual part of the 
S_ with earthly Weapons, and. by compulſion of the Civil 
Swor 

3. The Throne in Heaven, deſcribed in the fourth Chaprer, 
is the Seat Which God hath made for himſelf, in the Creature-being 
of Chriſt the Mediator, as his ewn Sanctuary, from whence to iflue 
forth all his Authority and Power, decreed to be by bim exerciſed, 
whether in Heaven or on Earth, in the capacity of Head and unirer- 
ſal King over all the works of God's hands, He that fitson this 
Throne, is the ſame that ( chap. 19.) is cloathed with a Veſture 
dipt in blood, and whoſe Name is called the WORD of Ced. 
He is ſaid ( chap. y.verſ.6.) to have ſeven horus, and ſeven ezer, which 
are the ſeven Spunts of God, ſent forth into-'4ll the Earth ; and this, 

his being made fleſh, and by his Death and ReſurreRtion, in 

ich he ſhewed himſelf the true Sanftuary, which God pitch'd, and 
not man. This had been, in type, from the beginning, amok glori- 
ous high Throne ( Fer. 17. 12, ) defigned from all Eremity to be 
the Throne and the place of the ſoals of his feer, whoſe Name is the 
WORD of God, in order to dwell in the midſt of the Children 
of Iſrael for ever, and bear unto theis ſight and enjoyment the clear 
and leat viſion of the inviſible God. 

4. The Book, (chap. 5.) wiitten within, and on the back- 
fide, ſcaled with ſeven Sealr, as it is part of the Viſion given to Fobn, 
is a deſcription of the inward and hidden meani the marter of 
this Prophecy, whether 4s to that Which more eſpecially concerns 
the Aﬀarrs of the Church, at that which more generally relates to the 
Afﬀairs of the World and the Empize thereof, The ſeven Seals with 
which it is ſealed on the back-fide, do intimate the dark and myſtical 
movings or 'diſpenſaticns of Gods Providence, that the ſeven-fold 
Giflingion of ume, under the ſeven Seals and T; i (hould pro- 
duce, as the method and way that Chriſt would rake to openend 
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make known the inward wiiding, and to give ſo.plain a Viſion of it, 
that be that runs may read it, 

The matter of this Prophecy, as it peculiarly relates unto the 
Church, contains in it the Church's progreſs and growth up in all 
_— into Chriſt her Head, according to the purpoſe of the oy 
which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus before the World was, and this, 
in deſpite of all contradiction, or ition, from the Serpent and 
his Seed, In this reſpe& it is, that ( chap. 12, ) the Man-child with 
which the Woman was in Travel, comes at laſt to be born, and ſeat. 
ed on high, above the reach of Satan, as to any hurt that he coutd 
_— it, In the end, it becomes a Mountain, filling the whole 

arth, 

As the matterof this Prophecy doth more ally relate unts the 
World, that lies in the wicked one, and holds of the Serpent, as of 
ics univerſal Head and Ruler, it contains the wonderful workings 
and contrivances of God's Providence, in fayour of his Church, and 
in rendring to every one according to their works, filling thoſe that 
are of the World with the wayes of their own chufing. By this 
means, his worſt enemies are taught and made to acknowledge his 
Juſtice and long-Sutfering towards , in and under all. His ftea- 
dy Counſels lead to the certain and final treading of all his Adverſa. 
xies under foot, and to the exalting of the horn of his Anointed,who 
is both Lord and Chriſt, 

5. By the Temple of God, and the Altar, and them that Wor. 
ſhip therein, appointed to be meaſured, ( chap, 11. x,) is to be un- 
derſtood the right Worſhip of God, as well with reſpeR to the ob-. 
eR of it, ſhining forth in the Perſon and Spirit of Chriſt, inwardly 

and converſed with, as with reſpe& to the worſhippers them. 
ſelves, who are ſuch only as are qualified with ſpiritual ſenſes, ren- 
ering them meet for ſuch Duty and Service, which they are called 
to the performance of in their Spirits, and with their iaward man, 
But that which conſifts in the outward and bodily exerciſe, deſcribed 
by the outward Court, is given up, to be ſuppredied and troden under 
foot by the Gentiles, for 1260 years, verf.2, 

6. By the Holy City is meant Jeruſalens, the hr great King 
and Living God, the incorporated Society of Inhabitants or Citi- 
z2ns, that ſtand in relation to Chriſt, as his Subjects and Servants, 
under the obligation of one or other Covenant , that is conditionally 
or abſolutely. Thoſe that are his SubjeRs bat in the conditional Co- 
venant, are Citizens whoſe Names are only written in the Earth, who 
(upon tryal and proof) do not remain fo, Though they fay they 

are 
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are Jews, they are not, but dolie, Yea, they evidently diſcover 
themſelves in the end, to be the very Synag of Satan, Bur 
thoſe that aze the Subjes of Chriſt, abſolutely, or in and by the 
new and eveilaſting Covenant, eſtabliſhed in all things and ſure, 
they are ſuch Citizens, whoſe Names are written in Heaven, a 
the living in Jer»ſa/em, where they become Pillars in the Houſe of 
God, never tc go out more, being found in a Rate of Life and way 
of converſe with, and worſhipping of God in Chiiſt, wherein they 
are ſecured from final Apoſtacy and DefeRion. 

7, The Earthly Citizens, or the Inhabitants and Children of the 
Jeruſalem gn Earth, do prove at laſt to be as great enemies to their 
King, as any among the heatheniſh and prophane World, when once 
they revole from his Scepter, disjoyn and (eparate from the ſpiritual 
and better part of the Citizens, whoſe Names are written in Heaven, 
or in the Lamb's Book of new-creature Life, in a character that is 
indeleble, and by vertue of that Covenant which cannot be broken, 
And their great Dehign ( when once actually ſeparated from the true 
ſpiritual Worſhippers ) 1s, by the calling in of firength and aid from 
the prophane World, to tread under the holy City, even the very 
Heavenly Ferwſalew, and (© to keep it under, that it mayne- 
ver come to have any Credit, Authority, or Power in the 
World. 

Theſe Citizens and Inhabitants of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, are de- 
ſcribed ( chap, 7.) by thoſe that are ſealed with the Seahpf the Living 
God, and are either a Company certain, and numbred, making up the 
144000 there mentioned ; or ele, a Compan and Society of ſealed 
ones, that in compariſon of the former are numberleſs, and of a more 
large and univerſal extent, called ( by way of Ciltindtion ) Paln- 
bearers. 


The firſt ſort of theſe ſealed ener do anſwer to the 24 Courſes of the 


* Levites of old, who were given unto God, inſtead of the firſt-born. 


They ſtand in a peculiar relation to, and dependagce upon the great 
High Prieſt, as their Head, and do properly conſtitute and make up 
that __ of the firſt-born, whoſe Names are written in Heaven. 


Theſe are a Kingdom. of Prieſts, repreſented before the Throne, by 
the four and twenty Elders. 


The ſecond ſort of theſe Cirizens and ſealed ones, Go anſwer to the 
whole Congregation of 1ſrerl, diſtributed into their four parts and 
flations, round abont the Ark, at a greater diſtance from the Throne, 
a Kingdom of common Subjeas, and leſs priviledg'd Children than 
the former, Yet, theſe lattes ſort of men (hall bz recounted as yell 

f as 
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as the former, to have been born in her, whom the Moſt High doth 
eſtabliſh, Pſal.87,5. . / 

Thus, Pſal. 49. there is notice taken of ' bigh or noble wen, and of 
low or common men. Theſe wo Orders are eminently found in a ſtate 
of perpetuiry and continuancy, in Chriſt's own Kingdom, © Both of 
them have their original and foundation in the Manhead of Chriſt, 
who js one manner of man, as he bears the form of 4 Servant, like unto 
ws earthly men, in «ll things, fin only excepted. In this capacity he is 
conſtituted King over the whole Earth. But he is another manner 
of man, as he 1s called and made an High Prieft after the Order of 
Melchiſedec, without Father, without Mother, withoutPedigree or 
Deſcent, having neither beginning of dayes, nor end of life, It is 
therefore ſaid of him in this ſecond ſenſe, Conſider how rea this man 
is, unto whom even the Patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of bis ſpoyls. 
And again, the ſame Apoſtle ( Heb.5.11.) teſtifies, that of bem he 
had many things to ſay, that were hard to be uttered, ſeeing they were dull 
of hearing, and flow to diſcern the diltinRion of that excellency and 
perfetion which ſhines forth in Chriſt's own humane nature, in the 
twofold reſpe&t which we have mentioned, 

8, By the TwoWitneſſer then, we are hereby taught to underſtard 
thoſe two ſorts of Citizens, or Inhabitants of the Heavenly Feruſalem ; the 
word of whoſe Teſtimony is, according to this their twofold and di- 
ſtin& bieth, which makes them __ or Prieſts with Chiift, or both ; 
that is, joyng or co-heirs with Chriſt, in the dignity and perfeRtion of 
his Manhead, in one or both of theſe Conſiderations of it. This is 
intimated, ( 1ſ4.43.10.) Te are my Witneſſes, ſaith the Lord, and my 
Servant ( Chriſt) whom I have choſen ; that ye may know and believe 
me, or be one in —_— and Will with me, and underſtand that I 
aw he, Before me there was no God formed, nor ſhall be after me, 

And they are called Witneſſes, not only becauſe they know and be. 
lieve him, and are one in Spirit with him, as he is a glorified earthly 
man, and a man alſo that is Michael, God's fellow ; but as they Pro- 
phefie in Sack-cloth, or in a ſuffering ſtate, nat loving their lives 
unto the death, rather then ceaſe to be Witnefles and to bear their 
t-timony to the Truth, when called thereunto, under the greateſt con- 
tradition of Gnners, ; 

9. By the Woman( chap. 12.) clothed with the Sun, &e, who bei 
with Child, cried, travelling in birth with a Man-child, and ined 
to be delivered, is meant the true Sarab, or —_— Womb of 
Chriſt's dead body, m7 which lawfully diſcharpes us from 
the Covenant of w, or obligation to at hngly by the aivity 
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it gives, that we ſhen/d be married to another, wven ts him who #s raiſed 
from the dead, that we may bring forth fruit unto Ged, as quicken'd into 
alife and aRivity much more excellent. There is therefore ſer be- 
fore the ones of our Faith, the Law of the Spirit of Life that is in- 
Chiiſt Jeſus, riſen from the dead, for us bence-forward to be con- 
formed and live unto, as that birth of 0 _— which ſhines 
forth in him, who was crucifed indeed in eſs, but was raiſed in 
power, or a man of Power, in whoſe hands all Power in Heaven and 
Earth ts 11nevſted, And thoſe who become one, in conjunction of 
Spirit with him,-by the new and everlaſting Covenant, are with him 
caught up to the Throne-of God, jn the one or other capacity ( be- 
fore intimated ) of the two farts of Citizens, that by the new birth 
are members of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and of the remnant of the 
Womans Seed, that keep the Commandments of God, and have the 
Teſtimony of Jeſus. 

The great Conteſt and Battel which happened between the ir- 
neſſes on the one part, ( comprehended under the name of Michael 
and bus Angels ) and the Serpent and bis brood on the other , was, as 
the one were Friends, and the other Enemies, to th: Croſs and Death 
of Chriſt, and as the Judgment, Opinions, and Praiſes of the one 
or other made void, or elſe eſtabliſhed and advanced the Myſtery and 
Efficacy of the Croſs and the Law of it, which thoſe that obſerve 
and follow, peace will be = thems, as on all the Iſrael of Grd, Wn this 
Quarrel the Witneſſes do fight under the proteRtion and bleſſing of 
Michael, their Head ; as the other do under the ſupport and en- 
couragement of the Old Dragon, their Head, 

10, By the Old Dragen we are to underſtand the Spirit that rules 
in the Children of diſobedience, who is ( for the preſent ) Head and 
ebief Ruler over the World, as managing the univerſal Sceprer 
thereof, by Chriſt's permifſhon, The Enhgns and CharaQers of this: 
Empire (according to Scripture phraſe) is ſeven heads and ten borns, 
intimaring the nature, as Well as perfe&tion and univerſality of that 
worldly Power, which1s exerciſed by the O/d Dragen, in waging was 
againſt the Woman axd her Seed, 

; This War he is capable to manage, either as a» Angel of Light, and 
& falſe Prophet in the Church ; or as at) nwverſal Monarch and Governor 
1 the World. 

In the firft Capacity, as this Drago» transforms himſelf into an 
Angel of Light, and Miniſter of Righteouſneſs, he works with all 
Power, Signs, and lying Wonders, Ag Fenzes and Jambres with- 
ood Moſes and Aaron in their Commiliion, ſo do the Serpemt's Seed 
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in Sheep's clothing and Chriſt's own likeneſs, reſiſt the Witneſſes in 
their Teſtimony, and oppoſe the Inhabitants of the Heavenly Fern. 
ſalem, by pretending a greater Friendſhip to Chriſt, and contormity 
to his written Law, in all their words and actions, than the true 
Seed of the Woman, having indeed the form of Godlineſs, but de- 
nying the Power and Spirit thereof, After this manner did the Dra- 
gon and his Angels, in the Primitive Church, fight with Michael and 
his Angels, to prevent the birth of the Man-child, and to keep up 
the Credit and Authority of the Law, and their following after Righ- 
teouineſs in the Principles, and upon the rerms of the fiſt Cove- 
nant, in fition to the Miniſtry of the Spirit, according tothe 
Promiſe and Tenor of the new and everlaſting Covenant, This 
battel continued, in the Primitive Church, about four hundred years, 
and came at laſt to this iſlue ; Satan was caſt down out of Heaven, 
upon an evident diſcovery of his deceitful workings and lying won- 
ders, in the Teachings and Inſpirations which came out of his 
mouth, as a falſe Spirit and Prophet, ſo that he was not able, fingly 


this way, to bear up any longer againſt the Power and Demonſtration 


of the Spirit of Truth, in the mouth of the Saints, but found himſelf 
neceſſitated to reſort to his earthly and worldly Weapons, the Power 
of the Civil Sword, that ſo joyning both his Intereſts rogether, that 
of the Magiſtrate and falſe Prophet, he might grow up into ſuch a 
formidible poſture, as is mentioned, ( Chap. 13.4. ) where it is 
ſaid, Who us likg wnto the BE AST, or able to maks War with 
him ? 

This poſture the Apoſtle John beheld the Dragon putting himſelf 
into, When the ſeven-beaded and ten-horned Beaſt aroſe out of the Sea, 
and the rwo-horned Beaſt out of the Earth. Both of theſe together 
do become the Seat or Throne, to which the Dragon gave up his 
Power and Authority. The firlt of theſe two Beaſts receives him, as 
the old, unclean, _ heatheniſh Spirit ; they that are meant 
by that Beaſt, are ill the ſame in Principles, as before, only out- 
wardly baptized into the name of the Chriſtian Profeſſion or Religi- 
on, when Chriſtian Religion became the Religion of the Roman 
Empire. Thus was that Beaſt healed of its former Wound, when 
Paganiſm was deſireyed and pull'd down. 

becauſe the bare name of Chriſtian Religion, or out-fide 
Profeſſion thereof, without ſomething of real Reformation and Pow- 
erof inward Principles, was not of credit or authority enough, to 
advance Antichrift's Kingdom, therefore the Miniſtry of the Law or 
firſt Covenant (even the knowledge of Chuift according to the fleſh, 
as 
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as it is capable to ſerve the Serpents Seed for a cover and vail of their 
enmity againſt the Croſs of Chriſt, and Power of his ReſuzreQtion ) 
doth ſpring up over the head ( as it were.) of the firſt Beaſt, This 
ſecond Beaſt, or branch of Antichciſt's Subje&s and Kingdom, with 
two horns, like the Lamb, but ſpeaking as the Dragon, chuſes 1a- 
ther to joyn Intereſt with the fiſt Beaſt, than to lwffcr the Citizens 
of the heavenly Jer»/alem to come out of their Wilderneſs-conditi- 
on, Yet this earth or miry clay, cannot ( when all's done) cleave 
heartily and thorowly to the heatheniſh prophane Spirit of the firlt 
Beaſt, but at laſt 7 upon by it, This Earthly Jerwſalems is un- 
expectedly ſurprized, and overtlowed as with a flood, ' by that pro- 
phane Intereſt it ventured to call to its affiftance againſt the true 
Seed of the Woman, in Which reſpeR it is ſaid that the Earth helps 
the Woman, the wrath of the prophane party of Antichriſt's King- 
dom, or of the ten-horned Beaſt, being chiefly ſpent and poured 
= upon that Profeſling Party that make up the ſecond, or two-horn- 

Beaſt, 

11. By tbe Inhabitants of the Heavens, of the Earth, and of the 
Sea, (chap.12,12,) are meant, Firft, The Citizens of the heavenly 

eruſalem, Who are under Grace ; Secondly, The Citizens of the earth- 

y Feruſalew, who are under the dominion and curſe of the Law ; And 
Thirdly, The prophane Party who live under fin, moving therein, as 
in their Element, paſt feeling, by reaſon of the blindneſs and hard- 
neſs of their hearts. This ſtate of Sin is nevertheleſs not unchange- 
able, nor thoſe that are Caprtives under it, in a condition irrecover- 
able, for Chriſt died to redeem men our of it. 

12, By the ſeven-headed and ten-horned Beaſt, atifing out of the 
Sea, is to be underfiood the Empire, or Governing Power cf the 
World, in whoſe hands ſoever it be found, as it is made the Seat and 
Throne of Satan, and promotes the Intereſt of the Devils Kingdom 
in corruption of manners, and prophaneſs, even by the countenance 
of humane Laws, or at lealt in the execution of them. 

13. By the two-borned Beaſt, ariſing out of the Earth, -we are to 
underſtagd the Uſurpation of the Prophetical Office of Chiiſt, by a 
falſe Spirit, or the ſaid Office as deceitfully executed in a private 
Spirit of ſelf-byaſled Reaſon, in disjunRion from the Spitic of the 
true Head, undertaking to counſel and lead men in the interpretati- 
on of the written Word, or other evident fignification of God's 
Will. This, once joyned with worldly Government and Power 
( made its vaſſal and-ridden by it )) is that Spiric and Principle i 
promoting of worldly Religion, —"—< is founded a cn 
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by humane Laws, under the Name and Form of Chuiſtianity, The 
ewo-horned Beaſt and. the falſe Prophet are therefore the ſame, as by 
comparing chap. 13. verſ. 14. With verſ.20. of chap.19, is molt clear, 
And ibe ren-horned Bealt is wont allo to be called the Image of the 
Beaſt ; where ever therefore the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet are men- 
tioned together, ( as they are, three times ) there by the name of 
the Bzaſt 1s meant no other but the ten- horned Beaſt ; as by the falſe 
Prophet, the two-hom'd, Contrarily ; where, With the Beaſt wg 
find coupled the Image of the Bealt, ( as chap. 14. verſ. 9, & 11, 
chap.1 5.verſ.2. chap.t6.verſ.2, chap. 19,verſ.20, & chay,20,verſ.4.) 
there, by Beaſt is to be underſtood the falſe Prophet ; and by his 
Image, the ſeven-headed and ten-hom'd Beaſt, as reſtored. For 
this Beaſt, ſecing he acknowledgeth the falſe Prophet as his Refſtorer, 
and ſuffereth himſelf to be guided by him, as bis ſupream Lord, 
( chap. 13.verſ.12,14, 15.) he1s (not without cauſe) called his Image, 
not as repreſenting or _ the fmilitude of the ewo-horn'd Beaſt, 
but he is the Image which the erwo-horn'd Bealt, ſpeaking like the 
Dragon, did reſtore, and which be _— for hisa&ws. To juſtific 
this ; that very Image of the Beaſt, which the falſe Prophet did give 
life unto, did cauſe that whoſoever would not worſhip the Image of 
the Beaſt, ſhould be lain. To conclude, of the (elf-ame is the 
Image of the Beaſt, and the Name or Number ſaid to be, chap.rg.2, 
The Name and Number ſeem not to be called the Name and Number 
of any other Beaſt, than of the two-hom'd, as of the principal Foun« 
der and Lord, 

14. The Number of the Name of the Beaft, being (aid to be the 
Number of a man, ſignifies that it is the ſenival part of man's WiC. 
dom or Reaſon, become — joyning in combination with Sa- 
rat in his revolt from his true Head, and in exerciſing enmity againſt 
all Righreouſneſs, upon one account or other. 

This ſenſual part of wax'; Wiſdom (avours and minds Earthly or ſeen 
things, and delights in corporeal fleſhly obje&ts, whether actually 
corrup?, or only corruptible. This is the Wiſdom that is prevalent 
with the generality of men in the World, according to the Prin- 
ciples of which, the Empire and Government of the World is ma- 
naged, and the judgment and interpretation of the very Laiy and 

ord of God is made, for the Rule in marrers of Faith and Wor- 
ſhip. This Wiſdom is in its beſt eſtate, unſtable and unfixed, ſo as 
from the top and height of its horour, there is ſuddenly a being made 
like the Beaſt that periſhes, and ſo a falling ſhort of the true Reft, 
This was the caſe of the fuſt 4daw, who was created on the PRegs 
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and whoſe unſtable perfeRtion is therefore numbered by ſix, thrice 


repeated, 
This ſenſual part of man's Wiſdom, is the executing or performing 
Power of the Soul, in reference to the diftates and enlightnings that 
zclare themſelves in the intellefual and angelical part of the mind, 
which many rimes ſerves and approves the Law of God, whilſt the 
ſenſual part ſerves and obeyes fin, and as with a Law of common con- 
ſent from the Members, es and refiſts the good and right Rule 
which ſhines forth in man's intelle&, and which we call tound or 
right Reaſon. Bur as this ſenſual part, in its movings and actings, 
holds agreement and is in conjunQtion with the intelleRual part, as 
its Ruler and war vr dictates thereof ; ſo far the atings 
thereof are ſound and right, holding conformity to the Law of God. 
Thus even the ſenſual part ( as ſubje& to the nghe dictates of the 
intellefual) is it ſelf a Rule unto bumane a&tion, andis the prin- 
ciple and foundation righteous Magifſtratical Government amongſt 
men. Now when this Principle in Magiſtrates,ceaſes to be any lon- 
ger found in a ſtate of down-right Paganiſm, and comes to be healed 
and reftored out of darkneſs and prophanels, - by receiving of the 
Scriptures or written Word of God, ( opened and interpreted by ſuch 
as pretend to be commiſſioned and gifted for that purpote) unto which 
it owes its healing and reftoration, it doth by way of acknowledge- 
ment receive and ſet up that prophetical Office, in an adminiftrati. 
on, countenanced of humane Laws and the Magiftrates Power, 
Where-ever this kind of Magiltracy is, in both the branches of ir, 
both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, ( ſerting up for themſelves and their 
own Intereſts, in their own wills, in dignan&Rion from Chriſt and 
his Spirit, the true Head, and in oppoſition to the Remnant of the 
Womans S:ed, and their teſtimony in word and action ) there is the 
Kingdom and Seat of the Beaſt and Antichriſt, leading the People 
over Whom it is exerciſed, into ſervitude both of Soul and Body, 
This is that Principle and Power, that after the limited time of 1260 
years, mult fall and be taken out of the way. . 
15, By the Witneſſes _—_— = Sack: chab, are meant the true 
Circymcihon in Spirit, who Worthip God in Chriſt Jeſus, and live 
in a through-refignedneſs of mind to him that is riſen from the dead, 
who is the Spirit of Truth which is given them by the Father to be 
their guide, of whom and of whoſe Teſtimony they are not aſhamed, 
what ever diſgrace itbe in, or however rejected by the Gdvernment 
under which the Providence of God hath placed them.. They Co 
therefore own it as their Panciple, and make it their _—_— 
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bear and ſuffer under ſuch worldly Powers and Governments, in 
Faith and Patience, whatever befals them for their Teſtimony's lake, 
without attempting to refilt the Powers that are, to diſturb theis 
peace or give them any jult cauſe of offence. 

They are called Witneſſer, becauſe of the word of their Teſtimo- 
ny, Which they forbear not co give in the worſt and moſt ſuffering 
tim?s, whatever it coſt them, And they are Two, deſcribed by wo 
Candleſticks, or Societies of Believers, and two Olive Trees or Sons 
of Oyl, becauſe through Faith they are the receivers of the Anoint- 
ing which comes from the Holy One, and is Truth and no Lie, This 
Anointing proportions it ſelf in its Gift, either according to the 

eaſure it finds the Nature of man capable to take in and poſleſs, 
without any new addition of a dittinRt, tuperiout capacity and recep- 
tion ; or elſe gives forth its (elf in a vaſt and boundleſs communica- 
tion, wherein it is capable to flow forth into man, and to form in him 
an anſwerable Reception thereunto, _ and above that capa- 
city and meaſure of knowledge and diſcerning, Which is proper to 
man in his firſt make or building) to the extending and enlarging the 
intelleQual part of man's Being , into a more abundant fruition of 
God, in a ſuperiority to that of Angels, even to a joynt inheriting, 
ſecing, and enjoying of God with the exalted humane Nature of the 
Son of God, in that Name which he obrajns above Angels, and 
wherein he is more excellent than they. Ar this more excellent 
Name of Chriſt, as it originally ſhines forth in Chriſt's own Perſon, 
every knee mult bow, ms every tongue confeſs, to the glory of God 
the Father, 

Theſe two ſorts of Saints are in moſt intimate Union and inſepe- 
table conjunction with the Lord that Spirit, who is the Son of man 

lorified or juſtified in Spitrit, and who hath the gift of th: Anoint- 
ing, in both the reſpets before-mentioned. The one ſort of theſe 
Saints as well as the other, do with open face behold (as in a glaſs) 
the Glory of the Lord, whether that, wherein he is perfet man, or 
that wherein he is more than man, the man that is God's Fellow and 
Equal, and ſo Superiour and Head to Angels, Principalities and Pow- 
ers,: aſcended far above all Heavens. And they are changed into 
the ſame Image, reſpeRively, whether of the one Glory or of the 
other, by the Spirit of the Lord, or the Lord the Spirit, 

Theſe Two Witneſſes do live and abide in their Principles and word 
<f their Teſtimony, when their perſons die, and they have put off 
their earthly Tabernacle. For the Witneſſing-work is carried on ih 


a ſucceſſion of new Witneſſes, brought upon the flage of this World, 
one 
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one Gerieration after another, during the time declared of 1260 


years, whilſt they are appointed to Jp" e in Sack-cloth. And 
when that fuffering ſeaſon of theirs ſnall have an end pur to it, ( as 
it muſt ) the like two nies and Societies of Saints ( ſpirited 
with the ſameBcinciples;- that thefe ſackcth or ſiiffering Prophets 
are of, both Sn making but one Chuizch and Houſe of the Li- 
ving God ) | be quicken'd and rais'd up in Power, by ſuch a Re- 
demption wrought in and upon their bodies (even here, in this life ) 


from the bondage of Corruptida, as is called the _— of the 


body, Kew. 8. 23, This Adoption or Redemption of the body, on 
this fide the ReſurreRion, will hold proportion very much, with 
Chiiſt's Transfiguration. This tate of the body is prophetically de- 
ſcribed, Das. 12.3. where we are given to underſtand that the bodizs 
of the Saints, or of thoſe that are wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs 
of the Firmament, and theis Spirits as the Stars for ever and ever. 
For into ſuch an intimate relation and conjunRion, will Chiilt, as he 
is the Head of Angels, take and adopt the Spirits of Angels, and men . 
regEnerated, with himſelf, and with one another, as by his own in- 
fluence on the _ of Saints, and by his and the influence of their 
on Spirits on their bodily or ſenſual part, to reduce their bodies in- 
to ſo near a relation to, and conjunRion with the Life of their Spirits, 
and Chriſt in Spirit, as will raiſe and advance them intoa heavenly 
ſame, and render them meet for ſo great a glory of Spirit, or emi- 
nent exerciſe of you Life and Power, This will be a glory of 
the body, not before known, as a common and general diſpenſation, 
fince the World began, nor yet hardly ſo eminently experienced even 
by thoſe few choice Types and Shadowes of it, EnecD, Moſer and 

144,07 others, This is that ſtate 6f body, or of the very outward-man 
and ſenſual part of the Saint, whereby Chriſt will be glorified in his 
Saints, and admired 1n all thoſe that do believe. 
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O F 
St HENRYT FANE, 
To his LADY, from the Ile of SCTLLYT, 


My Dir Heart, 


He Wind yet continuing contrary, makes me deſirous to be as 
T much in Converſe with thee ( having this tunity) as 
th: Providence of God will permit ; hoping theſe will come 
ſafe to your hand, It is no ſmall Satisfaftion to me in theſe har 
Tryals, to experience the Truth of thoſe Chiiftian Principles, whic 
God of his Grace hath afforded you and me, in our meaſures, the 
knowledge, and emboldned us to make the profeſſion of. For ſurely 
by this Fiery Tryal, which is from appointed to try us, no 
ſtrange or unuſual Diſpenſation of God hath + —_—_ to us, differ. 
ing from that which all his Servants and Prophets from the beginning 
of the World to this day, have found alſo to be their Lot: Noris it 
other, than the Condition ( as I may ſay ) and Law, that all thoſe 
muſt come under and ſubmit unto, that will approve themſelves 
Chriſt's Diſciples indeed, Lak, 14. 26, 27, And itis no ſmall Mer- 
Cy, that the greateſt Extremities we have already under-gone, and 
which do as yet threaten, have found that ſtrength and rooting of the 
Grace and Love of Chriſt in onr Hearts, which cauſes us not to de- 
ſpair of being made more than Conquerors in the end, without de- 
iting thoſe ditions of peace, ( ver/. 32. ) which are not con- 
ſiſtent with our being ſuch Diſciples of Chriſt, as will cheerfully 
( when called to it ) forſake all they have, in love to him, and ſub- 
zeRtion to his Will, 

Why ſhould Chriſt ask us, Whether we be able to drink, of the Cup he 
drank: of, and be baptized with the Baptiſm be was baptized with ? 
Was itnor, to intimate, That if we dic with bimywe ſhall alſo my 
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bias ; "of we ſuffer, we ſhallalſo reign with him, and have it granted to 
us ts fit dawn wich bins, on the Throne of bus Glory, our very Enenues be- 
belding t What would it be leſs, even in this world, if he ſhould 
but pleaſe to cauſe, upon this occation of our Suffering, ny 
fit of God, and of —_ ſhauld ret upon us, nl ring forth his 
Kingdom within us, in Power, giving us that Mouth and Wiſdom 
that will make us mighty in word and ; that Faith, to which all 
things are poſſible ; that Spirit of Supplication and Prayer, that he 
will alwayes hear and immediately anſwer ? God's Arm is not 
ſhortned ; doubreſs, great and precious Promiſes are yet in ſtore, to 
be accompliſhed in and upon Believers here on Earth, to the making 
of Chriſt to be admired in them. If we come not to live here, in 
the aRual fruition and full accompliſhment of them, ( as they will 
be experienced by Believers, even on this fide the death, or full 
change of their mortal body ) yet if we die in the certain fore-ſight 
and embracing of them by Faich, this will be no (mall bleſſing. 

This dark night and black ſhade, which God hath drawn over bis 
Work im the mudit of us, may be (ſor ought we know ) the ground» 
colour to ſothe beautitul prece, rhat he is expoſing to the Light. Hig 
Sons mult be manifetted and evidently diftinguiſned from thoſe, who 
lay they are ſuch and are not, There is a glory to be revealedin them, 
unto which their Suffering is made the needful Preparation ; and this 
w called the Redemption of the body. In that day, the tabernacting 
of God in men ſhall be vieble. Their very bodies ſhall be the 
Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. In them, as his SanQuary, will God 
dw-ll for evermore, whence ſhall be given forth ſuch viſible figns of 
his extraordinary Preſence, as ſhall render ir paſt diſpute, to the 
fight of every man, that God is in them and with them of a Truth. 

This fate of entire rehgnedne's and (ubjeRion of our bodies to our 
Spirits, and of our Spirits unto Chritt, the Father of them, ſhall 
certainly be brought to the view of the whole World. The eyes of 
thoſe that ſee them, ſhall acknowledge them ; and the ears that hear 
them, ſhall bear witnefs to rhem, that they are the Seed and Off- 
ſpring, which the Lard hath blefled. 

Our body, thus conſidered, as capable of ſuch advance and he< 
nour, 1s not meerly the outward caſe or ſhell, that muſt return to 
duſt, bur includes alſo the bodily, organical tate of Life, or that 
ſouly, animal Life, which the Spirit of man exerciles in conjuncti- 
on with his mortal body. In this kind of Life it is, we fee, hear, 
and ſpeak, have the exerciſe of our Senſes, afrer a diſtin manner 
from Angels and mtelleQual Subttances, in a way of _—_— 
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feciour to th:irs, proper and peculiar to the rational Soul, as needing 
and uſing the earthly Organs or Inſtruments of the mortal body, 
There 1s alſo in man, that which is peculiarly called Mind or Spire, 
in diſtintion from his Soul, or from the ſouly Life and activity of 
the ſame Spirir, in and by ics earthly body, xz Theſſ.g.2z3. The Spi- 
rit or Mind of man, ( as diſtinguiſhed from that life and operation 
oy the mortal body, 1s capable, even while in the body, 
to be awakened by the Father of Spirits, and come forth in a ſuperi- 
our Way, even of natural life, received by man in his firſt creation, 
26 act as out of the body, or without the uſe of bodily oryans, as an 
equal or aſſociate to the very Angels. Now becauſe the bodily and 
inferiour powers of our mind, are the inftruments of that converſe 
we are ſubjeRted to in theſe dayes of our vanity, fo that if we will be 
ſociable, ic mult be by the uſe thereof, the Apoſtle Jawe: compre- 
bends all the action of theſe inferiour powers by the lenſible organs 
we make uſe of in the exerciſe thereof, under the name of the tongue, 
when he ſaith, If av mas fend not in word, the ſane is a prefelt man, 
and able to bridle the whole bedy, To bridle and regulate the tongue, 
order all the language, ation, and expreſhon of the animal powers 
aright , is to bridle the whole body, under the government or rulin 

authericy of the Nind or Spitit, conſidered in its ſuperiour __ 
angelical kipd of life and ating, as out of the body, or above and 
without the uſe of bodily organs. The Mind or Spirit of man thus 
conſidered, 18 as the Pilot that turns the Ship abour, whitherſoever 
be lifteth. If it well and truly exerciſe its governing power, it 
cauſes the animal life in all the operations and affetions thereof, to 
obey its dictates and commands, however hercely driven by contrary 
Winds, ſalſe Doftrine, any corrupting violent influences of De- 
vils or men upon it, and fetches it from whatever tumultuous 
diſorder, its own ſenſual lufts and paſhons are ready to run it inco, 


Jos, ON F- ' | 

To be partaker of the Redemption of the body, is to be made this 
perfe&t man, which is __ ſo to live and at, from right, ſpiritual 
Principles, as not to oftend in word, through the Power actually 
conferred on him and exerciſed by him, for the bridling of the whole 
body, in the ſence above declared, and for the keeping it in ſubz<Ri. 
on to the Spirit or angelical part in him, in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs, 

This taming of the tongue, "or _— of the bodily part in us to 
the ſpiritual and intelle&tusl, is a work of no (mall difficulty, a thing 


that 1s not to be purchaſed but at adear rate. It may coſt us all that 
we 
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we have, and noill bargain neither, fince by our words it is that we 
ſhall be juſtified, and by our words we (hall be condemned. For uh- 
til we have brought our body, and reduced it into a fixed ſub- 
and entire refignation to our Spitits , let us boaſt never (6 
much, that which is perfe&t is nor yer come ; even that perfe&tion 
which in a very eminent degree ſhall be experienced by the Saints 
here on Earth, on this fide the grave, and during their continuance 
in the mortal body, This, for ought I can diſcern, will be the pro- 
duR of the preſent ſharp and fiery Tryals, that God hath brought up- 
on his People all the World over. After they have ſuffered a while, 
and the ſame Aﬀiictions bave been accompliſhed in the reſt of their 
Brethren that are inthe World, they may io far have the work of Pa- 
tience perfected in them, as, in this ſenſe, to become perfeR and en- 
tire, wanting nothing, and to thine forth as ſo many bright morning 
Rars, and fore-running ſigns of the near y_ of the drightneis 
of the Day of Chiilf's ſecond coming, This God hath ſer before 
the eye of my Faith, as the mark for the price of the high Calling of 
Godin Chritt Jeſus. This is that perfection, which by conformity 
with Chriſt in his Death, and fellowſhip with bim in his ReſurreAi= 
on, is in a moſt eminent degree attainable, before our diffclution 
and the putting off our earthly Tabermacle. It ſhall be ſo far attain- 
ed by the Power and Glory of Chriſt, that is to be revMted in us, 
that it ſhall not much fall ſhort of a very Transfiguration. And ihe 
ate of the then glorious Church will be no leſs than an Heaven upon 
Earth, in the new Heavens and new Earth, wherein dwelleth Riph- 
teouſneſs. This Norious fate of things we look for, and therefore 
oy or ought to be haſting a-pace, unto the coming of that Day «f 


Yet, when I ſay, until we experience this kind of perfeRion in 
Power in vs, that which 18s perfect is not yet come, my meaning is 
not, that the incorruptible Seed and Principles of this very perfecti- 
on are not already ſeated and rooted in the inward man and in the 
Spirit of the Mind, ſo ſoon as we are regenerated, and that Chrilt is 
formed in us, dwelling in our hearts by Faith. Thugs it is, thac we 
are all glorious within, Thus the Kingdom of Heaven is within vs, 
liken'd to the tndden Treaſure, which when a man haih found in the 
held, he keeps it concealed, till he hach fold all that he hath, and 
bought that held, Faith, which is the ſubttance of things hoped ſor, 
and the evicence of that Glory which doth not yer appear, is not un- 
hily expreſſed, when it is called «/ight Pining ina dark place, that 
1s, in cur bodily and ſenſual part, which continues ſo for a long time 

O after 


—— —— 
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afier 0n7 new birth, "Bur thoſe that are all glorious within, muſt have 
their rime of manifeſtation, and be made all glotious withous alſo. 
The courwnd-man of the heart, and the exrward Court of the T 

muſt come to be meaſured, and be of account and eftimation, in the 
fight of the World, Then the whole body thall be full of light, ha- 
ving nl part dark, as when the bright ſhining of a Candle doth give 
. thee light. 

This 1s the Perfeftion which is near us, even at the very door, 
ready to be teſtihed and witneſſed unto, after another manner than 
thoſe do pretend to, who are for the ſubjeRing and keeping under the 
body, but by thoſe mutable and wavering Principles of PerfeRion, 
which amounts but to that viſibility of Saintſhip,, which is the ſubjea 
of Apoſtacy, yet hath hitherto paſſed for currant Coin, Nor would I 
have it thought, that 1 have already attained the powerful practice of 
this holy Davy and PerfeRtion, but it is much in my defire, aim, and 
hope. The diſhcult Circumſtances 1 am in, and that I am ſtill more 
and more every day caſt into, by God's wiſe-diſpofing Providence, 
to the ſequeſtring me from the World, and with-holding all ſenſible 
Comforts from me, ſo much as he doth, make me, in ſome ſort, con- 
fident it is for a good end, and that out of love and faithfulneſs I 
am made to drink of this bitter Cup, the*better to help forward this 
neceſlary@ork in me, and upon me, wherein confifts the glorious 
Liberty of the Sons of God. If 1 may hare andenjoy this, it would 
ſeem a very lictle matter to me to be in outward bonds, bamiſhment, 
want, of any other afflictions. Help me then (in all your ſolicitudes 
and cares about me ) to What will further and advance this Work in 


e. 

The Lord grant me and mine to be content, if he deny vs to live 
of cur own, and will bring us to the daily bread of his finding,which 
he will have us wait for, freſh and freſh from his own Table, without 
knowing any thing of it before-hand, Peradventure there is a grea- 
cer (weetneſs and bleſſing in ſuch a condition, than we can imagine, 
till we have tryed it, This may add tomy help, even our making 
lietle haſte to get out of our Troubles, patiently waiting till God's 
time com2, wherein he will open the Prſon doors, cither by Death, 
or ſome other way, as he pleaſe, for the magnifying his own great 
Name, not ſuffering us t9 be our own chaſers in any thing, as hicher- 
to hath bzen his way with us. 

And why ſhould ſuch a taking up SanQtuary in God, and defiring 
to continue a Pilgrim and ſolitary in this World, whilſt I am init, 
affacd Rill matter of je:loufic, dittrult and rage, as 1 ſee it Goth, to 


_ mo 
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thoſe who are unwilling that I ſhould be buried and lie quiet in my 

rave, where I now am. They that preſs ſo earneftly to carry on my 

ryal, do little know what preſence of God may be afforded me in ft 
and iflue out of it, to the ns of Chriſt in my body, by Life 
or by Death. Nor can they (I am ture ) imagine how much 1 defire 
to b2 diſſolved and to be with Chriſt, which of all things that can be- 
fal me, I account belt df all. And till then, 1 defire to be made 
faithful in my place and flation, to make confeſſion of him before 
men and not his Name, if called forth to give a publick Teſti» * 
mony and Witneſs concerning him, and to be herein nothing terrifi- 
ed, What then will the hurt b:, that I can or ſhall receive by the 
worſt that man can do unto me, who can but kill the body, and there- 
by open my Priſon door, that 1 may aſcend into the pleaſures thar 
are at Chriſt's right hand, prepared for thoſe that teſtifie and ly 
diſcover their love to him, by not loving their lives unto the dearth. 
Surely this will prove berrer, than to pou ſin or evil ( ſo much as 
in appearance ) unto Aﬀiction and the Croſs, which Chriſt would 
have me take up daily and follow him in, 

If the Storm againſt us grow (till higher and higher, (© as to frip 
us of all we have, the Earth is iill the Lords and the fulneſs thereof ; 
he hath a good flore-houſe for us to live upon. There is nothing 
more deſtructive to us every way then the uncertainty wedge in. 

God can, and ( if he think fic ) will chalk out ſome way, wherein 
he may appear by his Providence to chooſe for us, and not leave us 
to our own choice. And being contracted into that ſmall compaſs, 
which he ſhall think fit to reduce us unto, we may perhaps meet with 
as true inward contentment, and ſee as great a mercy in.ſuch aſe- 
queſtration from the World, as if we were in the greateſt ourward 
proſperity. 

I nothing that remains unto us, but like a tofſed Ship in a 
ſtorm, to let our telves be tofled and driven with the Winds, till he 
that can make theſe ſtorms to ceaſe, and bring us into a ſafe Haven, 
do work out our deliverance for us, I doubt not but you will accot- 
dingly endeavour to prepare for the worſt, 


March ». 1661, 
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© 2 ERRATA 


EARATA, 


In the Epiſtle to the Reader. 
Page 1, line 30, leave out, if, and aww. 


In the Epiſtle General. 
Pag.6.1.9.f,well,r.dwel. P.,.1.30.f.manbead,r. manbed, ( the Came 
word 1s ſo miſprinted all along, and to be ſo conefted ) P.8.1.23.f. 
their,r, your, P. 10.1, 39 leave out, or would wt, Pxy.l.17 f,orgr, ner, 
& 1l.37.1.Jee bim wt, P.21.1,30, 3 1.lcave cut the fountain of theſe ent « 
ward ſenſes, bus inferionr part, to be in bu Soul or Syirie, & |, x7 £,hiegr, 
ne, P.23.l.19.roguch as bearers, Pang. 1,22 fend r which, 1, 23.lcave 
 outun, P.25 1.9. {of bu,r.for bus, P.26.1,x0.f,are,r ſeem. Lgo f.dely, 
r.daidy, & f:hy gr. fd, P.27.1.9 f,other,x.oue. & 1.40. leave out, wr, 
oi Heer gt P.apl.r.f offer la. L.25.f.perfeltion,t.pere 
{albeu, þ tothe. P.z0.L22.f.hu,r.Chrofts. 1.25. leave our rbich, 
+33 .1.agpf.uoryt.or, & 1.23.1.63,rtberdby. P34 1.5.1.6 ,5., EN, 
28, f.ints,r,une, P.35.1.7.1, wineſſing in every reſpelt. 1, 39 f.cheir,r, 
the. P, 37.1.3.4.4,7.44, P,z8.1.27.t,0or,r.open, P4z.l.14., ſo, r. to. 
L 3, f. Monarchs,  narAbe : (0p.44-1.8. P. 45.1. yn whereby, r. 
by. P.48.1.25 f,hrads,r p., & 1.35.f,one,t 
L23f.direfted,r diſcerned, P. 5 13.1,21 fdety,r dries, 


Many other obſcurities through the miſtake of words, and miſ- 

ing of Points, have ha in the Proxting of this General Eu 

piſtle, by reaſon of the ſeveral d fſica/ties that attended its Publication: 

Ic being twice taken in the Pref, and ime Preſſes, well furruſhed with 
Aattrials, taken away in the doing of 1t. 


uw awn, P.52. 


Errata in The Face of the Times. 
Page 64. line 26, for forme rander, read uxder, P, 70,133. 
» Foxte,r fate, & 1.37. leave out, or. P.78.1.36.f,o,r.o. P. gf: k 10, 
f. denbreft, r. denbileſf. , 
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FIZ, 1. 


An Epiſtle General, 


TO THE 
Myſtical Body 


Body of Chriſt on Earth, the Church 
Univerſal in BABTILON. 


II. THE 


Face of the Tani 


/ Wherein is diſcovered, Þ+ 

The Rics, PxoGrEsSSE, and Issus, of the ExmITY 

and ConTEsT, between the Szzb of the Woman 
and the Szzp of the SerrenT , &c, 


The Deſign of it being, 
Toawaken up the preſent Generation of God's 
a more diligent and curious Obſervation of the 


Signs of the near Approach of the Dey ofthe 


i 


A. 


Both written, By Sir Hana V a2, Knight, | 
Impriſonment, 


in the tume of his 


— —— 


Printed in the Year, z 66 2. 


28 An Epfble Gtneral to the MyMical Body of Chrift, 
patience, a4 will loſe all other things, rather than ever be prevailed 
with, to (et ut go. 

From both theſe ſorts of Witneſer, Chriſt is Preached, and Righ- 
teonſneſt made known and Pt in the World, and a Teflimo- 
waRg open Looſenels and Prophanaels, Atheiſm 20d 1do- 
lair Spuitual Traders and Merchants in the Trafhck 
of Nritt's Goods and greg pur ports sf 
Spirit, there is by ſome, « right & uſe and approvement 
ara tary ps cham 6s 6s Rackeagin /For thei 
Lord's Advantage, and their own benefn ; wigs ro _ 
the ene Pearl of gitat price, Which is obained Fu 
and Regeneration ; for many of theſe ſmall Nd Ag 
of Proof and Tryal, will not endure : And thoſe that I 
drink wmworthily of this Table of the Lord, norwithltanding the many 
wonderful things do in his Name, be wal «fs be know? them net, 
bur let them ſee, they have eat and drunk their own damnation, und 
fi cy 3 ye wholly without all excuſe ; And therefore, boch theſe 

up into Chrift Jeſus, as branches is the YVi#e, 
reg wp union, mult cither by 46> 9m Ky, ey > wh 
come to receive a faſtening in and with the Roor, cannot be ſha- 
ken nor diſſolved, tells; rove withered branches, at laſt chac wpoa 
eryal ace nip whr'c the fire ; Thais t care and buſineſs ſhould 
be to make their Ca nd Helen and from enidence which 
Ly > gry oy experience that the Roo bears them, and not 
they the Root, 

And thus we come to the Conſideration of the other r1wo ſorts of 
Witneſſes, that are the fandong Plants and Olyur Trees in the Houſe 
of God, which are planted by the agrees ds, and none w hats 
ſoever can pluck up. ik homer Lie to, Chriſt dawellr @ 
in bis Tents and newtable habitations, who Pp chac . are called 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, that may fo be defiled, that God may 
defiroy and caſt them our of his fight for ever ; but hel we now 
come to deſcribe, do Conltzute that Afount Zion that cannot "be 
moved, that Heavenly Jeruſalem, which is made a quict habitation, 
a place of everlaſting Reft, 4 Tabernacle that ſhall not be taken down 
( ns che fiſt mult, in order to be new built in che Regeneration ) wor 
one of the Stakes thereof ſhall ever be removed, neither ſhall gon 
the Cords thereof be broken ; but there the Lord will be for ever, a 
place of broad ivers and Streams that ſhall ſpring up inc liſe ecerna], 
and that from the loweſt Ebbs, at fuſt no higher than the Anckles, 
becom 


vs Epfile General to the ay 
become fil aſcendirg, tor only to the arid Gariive of map in 
his fulleſt perfeAion, bur alſo above ic come i be » River 
{wie in, ® River, pure and clear as har proceeds from the 
Throne of God and of the Lamb res rnd ny 
I Le rt rem ife, or 
nod char incorruptible Fru: * 
The work which is wreught by Chritt in dad upon the rwe Bf 
fort of Profeſſors of bu Nare, is that which feals 2nd bogs 
them faſt up in the bundle of life uaco the Redemption that is ereroal, 
and makes — 
cond AMomftry, nx he fends the the Spi 
abides in them rear bg Oe. yrs 
never ts from them, ner thew to 
is, he that fabliſherh us in C 
ſealeth us with the Seal of the I 
Father in our forchead, the - 
by in us, and us fie V 
heyy Sov args or” 
ry of Sons, which makes us heirs according tothe 


as he miniſiers thie Spiric of Trach, which is the Inſpiracon 
deicribed, that proceeds frum the Father and the Son, by the ope- 
ration of the holy Ghelt, or third Perſon in the Trioicy, whoſe work 
is Perfſeftie and conſummarive of wha is already in being, 

ion and Operation of the Son or Ecerral Word ; and yer 
ſo great an Ahkeration is the natural being of man, maken at his 
from it was before, - and that ſo much for the better ; with 

, and | lity of chac which Nawre \t ſelf 
goed ind righteow, that it jufily deſerves tw be call'd ® new Crea- 
new, of Regeneration, that gives 4 new Creature Being and Lafe fir 


excelling the frf#, and much differing in glory from it. To evidence. 


' 
Man in the righteouſoeſs of his Natural 


ight underfianding of God's mind ( i what 
bt wguars bot to, as that which 


Curſe upon failer, Here he Command is = Lamp, and the Law is 
Light$wo inftruſt man in his Duty ; and the Spirit and of man, 
keeping to this aqd walking up toi, and faichfully in i, is in a 
—— .by God epproved and jultified ; fo <hat there be 

a continuance init ; And this Chriſt ſeems to acknowledge to him 
that put him the Lake 10. 25. What frat l ds ts inherit 
Eternal life t Inthe Anſwer be gives, bidding him do that which is 
written in the Law, which fayes, Thow fbalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy brart, with off thy fan, with all thy firength, wth 
all thy mind ; ds this, and thew ſhale live : Where then lies the dif. 


ficulty ? what is ic thac (is yet wanning ? 

The difhculry lies webdon wateel hols ate ancn h ſenhible, 
and the waar is, that of « Guide and Sure:y, to ſer and to keep man's 
ſpirit right in the doing of that which the Law requires, in the man- 
ner God prizes nnd molt efteeans + For there is 2 way that is right in 
man's eyes, evea in yeelding obedience to the Law of God, where 
man glories, and is up in himſclf, bur hitch no praiſe from 
God x and this s from that fpring and principle of ac wity which is 
ſeared in the freedom of Will, which is natural to man in his fit 

Nature, and was found is him before Hs Fall, and 's cap2. 

vo Refiicucion fhince, nay, 's actually refiored through the benefic cf 

"Ws Death, more or leſs in every man, by tha: common Light 26d 
Grace which Chriſt doth no more withhold from any man, than he 
doth his Raio from raining vpoa the Jult and Unjuit ; but in way of 
further your doth confer in large proportions where he plenſerh, n 
diftribution of his Goods and Spirnmual Gifts, in which he c2uſerh the 
Receivers chereof to difter one from 2n0ther, according to the whe, he 
.incends them uato. By wad entiching of man's nacure upon this 
-retiored naruralbotom of a free active righteous ſpirit, —_—_— 
the Law; whilſt che primicive murabilicy is fill continuing with him, 
he is fo far from being made a New COR NIES (us 
is bur coo generally corcrived) that noching but paſſing the new 
Creation-work, tranſl:ing man out of his primitive natural freedom 
»nd aivity, into an aftiviiyand Freedom of another kind, is'capa- 
ble co turuler this ornate rm. and the 
yirg it, from failing «nd ending in the death of 

and final ro , prin > to 

fo with the Jews, that in this wavering ſpizic were for thy 
\wr77 ne cvs rt ind wt foal by th 
Ca CO Binny GI———n of contitugnce, 42d {,, 


An  —__ hbicat Bold of / food... 3x 
tid them, ver, 31, togecher with the 
for the cure of it. Bruna oyuynd pry ermroymaree wn 
ledge of the Truth z of rather, © 'he known of hum that is Tracy 
the $0a that abides in tbe heuls for ever, who: ts able bring' hem 
19to that ate of freedary, thas ſhall make then free radderdy; with an 
unpofiibilicy ever to be imbondaged more ,: of to ſerve fin ow /their 
lord and maſter, . 
This muable fate, whezein man did at firſt reetve God's 
by Creation, and doth in the way of reg rn 
by verve of the Milly of Chad's fult ancictiog comforting 
Preſence, ig which be up his babiiaycd in che foul, 2s a fojout- 
ner and paſſenger, 2)though there be given tha of God's 
Will and Mind to man, which is true, and as-perict and full, as the 
Veſſel that cakes it caq bear ; yet the weaknefnof the Veſſel s ſuch, 
that it is like the wave of the Sea, tofled with every wind: when tern. 
praucn ariſes, and is ekber of in (elf ape to afifiake and miflkaderfinnd 
the Rule given bim to walk by, or © cloſe ard fall in with + faiſe 
deceicful ſpur, mansfarmiag himſelf" inro the Image of. Righteonſacs, 
and imbrace þim for the True one z for whatever Louge of God that 
which is 4 meer Creacure, aad no more, it found.in, the old Seepene 
knows how to umitarg 2d periontte the larpe, in the very hleeneſs 
whercio it ſhines forth i-Chrit's own Perſoo, and with the fameta 
ſex himſelf in the tieatts of bis. followers, #+ in the Temple of Ged, 
and. to. ſhew bioſelt as far as that will go, for proct and dementirs- 
ton that he @ God, to the imbordagiong 2ad carrying captive by this 
decric, all cha reveiye not the Truth is the love of is. 
Wheneas the log and Koowledge of | and. of his Will, 
which s by the Trudh, or by bis coming into the Soul, who is 
the uae One, doth anoite nd inmprets the Soul, with ther Name of 
qed, which doch exchude by the very Nanre of is evidence, all 
nity of faiſhood, deerrr, or uncertainy, - as dath the 
& Light to the natural eyes, which by its ſelf evidence 
16» ___ IN 1s Pn gs 
fhoguiGh i; alt, as that yubich 15: fear : be darkneſs of every 
counterſent and falſe ropreſenca tion.  Fhis comes oniy-by the Lawe of- 
Faich, and we | —_—C—— as he is 
the Second 2nd berrer, Comforter, the Spiciz of : Truthy which 
Warkd ceicher doth, nat can receive, Chit theeciore | 
'be Trarhy. w be s the recerver add giver of-this Aromning,/25 theſe. 
Auvers of Leveng acer: fow from hum, this fail act; burace 3 well. 


. 


uno Life Ecernal, as it is wricten, Fob, 5, This ſpake he of the 
CE edit DOK es cnt ger trim thac is in this Miaifiry, 
and by the means of Chrilt's Manheed, becauſe Jeſus was not yer 

. Jeſus warn man, and the molt perfet righteous natural 
man which ever was, the form of which is made in him Incor. 


Word, and wherein he and the Father are One, and noc he, but the 
Father doth the work ; Therefore be ſages, in Rev. 1. 19, [ an be 
that lrooth and was dead, and beboid | an alive for evirmere, and 
have the Kejyer of Hell and of Death. * 

co atkafer ub periect ſub —whory Fo 
Chrift nncorrupable, in jection and 
wich s mere excellent birth of Divine 
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ſerve it in an_endlefs hfe without any poſſible danger ever to loſe it 
more, 


For the firſt ; It is the condition of all Mankind in and 
was the effect that followed upon the fin of our firſt Parens, by which 
door Death encred and all men, DEP AIED 
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ſeives ia receiving of irs inftruftion, and following irs guide, —_ 
mitting to its ; For, he that is faichfull in the leaſt, is 
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under of wore 7 lqutct nal yn Darden by ne: 
vexed 8s 
and refiſted the Holy Gheft, and refuſed the Teachings Feds A. 
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Abrahaw, {hall be made heirs even of the World, by Faith ? and 
what was done by Abrabem, in F > I v1 
in 
in Spi- 


over the Four Kings, Gen. 14. ha ve its accomphſhment 
and Truth, by choſe of his ſeed, that are the rrue 1ſracl 
Tic, who by the Spirit of Life encring inco.chern at the a 
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of the Kingdow of the Beaft, and of Antichriſt ; und bring bewe «- 
ain, and receive the true Lots that have been ſojourncrs in the 
of this World, all this rime wnder the Power of their Op 
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And as it did befal Jſrae! after the fleſh, that were Abrabaw': 
Natural Seed, under the three firſt Monarchics, and of the 
Fearth, ( our Saviour ſuftering Dearh under So non Gang lo 
plain and expreſs ( if confidered « 

the /ſrae! afrer the fleſh, that have been unto 
the rooms and place of the former, wnd ( EPEIEINY 
yet) engrafted upon the ſame Stock_and Root of the good Olver Tree, 
the ;rne ancinted One, that is the Father of many Nations, us be is 
the Second Adam, whole fanding « by Faich, thas if 


nn 
Gboft ( as the Jews, that were their P 
then make it appear (alſo in the Caſe of latter Jews ( who fay 


they are ſo, but haviog not the Spirit and Nature of trns Faith in 
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